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TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2015 – 6:00 PM 

 
ORDER OF BUSINESS: Public sessions of all Regular Meetings of the 
City Council / Community Development Commission - Housing 
Authority (hereafter referred to as Elected Body) begin at 6:00 p.m. on 
the first and third Tuesday of each month.  Public Hearings begin at 
6:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted.  Closed Sessions begin at 5:00 p.m. 
or such other time as noted.  If a workshop is scheduled, the subject 
and time of the workshop will appear on the agenda.  The Mayor and 
Council members also sit as the Chairperson and Members of the 
Board of the Community Development Commission (CDC). 
 
REPORTS: All open session agenda items and reports as well as all 
documents and writings distributed to the Elected Body less than 72 
hours prior to the meeting, are available for review at the entry to the 
Council Chambers. Regular Meetings of the Elected Body are webcast 
and archived on the City’s website www.nationalcityca.gov. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Prior to the Business portion of the agenda, the 
Elected Body will receive public comments regarding any matters 
within the jurisdiction of the City and/or the Community Development 
Commission. Members of the public may also address any item on the 
agenda at the time the item is considered by the Elected Body.  
Persons who wish to address the Elected Body are requested to fill out 
a “Request to Speak” form available at the entrance to the City Council 
Chambers, and turn in the completed form to the City Clerk. The Mayor 
or Chairperson will separately call for testimony of those persons who 
have turned in a “Request to Speak” form. If you wish to speak, please 
step to the podium at the appropriate time and state your name and 
address (optional) for the record. The time limit established for public 
testimony is three minutes per speaker unless a different time limit is 
announced. Speakers are encouraged to be brief. The Mayor or 
Chairperson may limit the length of comments due to the number of 
persons wishing to speak or if comments become repetitious or 
irrelevant.  
 
WRITTEN AGENDA:  With limited exceptions, the Elected Body may 
take action only upon items appearing on the written agenda.  Items 
not appearing on the agenda must be brought back on a subsequent 
agenda unless they are of a demonstrated emergency or urgent 
nature, and the need to take action on such items arose after the 
agenda was posted. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR:  Consent calendar items involve matters 
which are of a routine or noncontroversial nature. All consent items are 
adopted by approval of a single motion by the City Council.  Prior to 
such approval, any item may be removed from the consent portion of  
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the agenda and separately considered, upon request of a 
Councilmember, a staff member, or a member of the public. 
 

Upon request, this agenda can be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a 
disability in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 
(619) 336-4228 to request a disability-related modification or accommodation.  Notification 24-hours prior 
to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this 
meeting. 
  
Spanish audio interpretation is provided during Elected Body Meetings.  Audio headphones are available 
in the lobby at the beginning of the meeting. 
  
Audio interpretación en español se proporciona durante sesiones del Consejo Municipal.  Los audiófonos 
están disponibles en el pasillo al principio de la junta. 
 
COUNCIL REQUESTS THAT ALL CELL PHONES AND PAGERS BE TURNED OFF DURING CITY 
COUNCIL MEETINGS. 
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 

A. CITY COUNCIL 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  

PUBLIC COMMENTS (THREE-MINUTE TIME LIMIT) 

PROCLAMATIONS 

PRESENTATIONS 

1. Port of San Diego Update - Port Commissioner Robert (Dukie) 
Valderrama 

2. Green Industrial Auto Park Feasibility Study - Environmental Health 
Coalition  

INTERVIEWS / APPOINTMENTS 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

3. Motion of the City Council of the City of National City approving the 
waiving of the reading of the text of the Ordinances considered at this 
meeting and providing that such Ordinances shall be introduced and/or 
adopted after a reading of the title only. (City Clerk) 

4. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City waiving the bid 
process pursuant to National City Municipal Code Sections 2.60.220(D), 
2.60.220(E), and 2.60.260, authorizing the piggybacking of California 
Department of General Services Agreement 1-14-23-20E, and awarding 
the purchase of one fully-outfitted 2016 F-250 truck for $62,942.35 from 
Wondries Fleet Group Ford to be used as an animal control vehicle. 
(Police) 

5. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City initiating 
proceedings for the levy and collection of assessments for Landscape 
Maintenance District No. 1 (Mile of Cars) for Fiscal Year 2015/16. 
(Planning) 
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6. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City approving the 
Annual Report for Landscape Maintenance District No. 1 (Mile of Cars) for 
Fiscal Year 2015/16. (Planning) 

7. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City declaring its 
intention to conduct a Public Hearing on June 2, 2015 and to levy and 
collect assessments for Landscape Maintenance District No. 1 (Mile of 
Cars) for Fiscal Year 2015/16. (Planning) 

8. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City authorizing the 
installation of a blue curb handicap parking space with signage in front of 
the residence at 524 “J” Avenue (TSC 2015-03) (Engineering/Public 
Works) 

9. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City authorizing the 
installation of a blue curb handicap parking space with signage in front of 
the business at 524 Highland Avenue (TSC 2015-04) (Engineering/Public 
Works)  

10. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City authorizing the 
acceptance of the lowest, responsive, responsible bid, for the purchase of 
(1) unmarked 2015 Ford Taurus SEL AWD, for the Police Department 
from Mossy Ford of San Diego, in the amount of $30,365.25. (Finance) 

11. Warrant Register #41 for the period of 04/01/15 through 04/07/15 in the 
amount of $845,552.38 (Finance) 

12. Warrant Register #42 for the period of 04/08/15 through 04/14/15 in the 
amount of $1,664,735.99 (Finance) 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

13. Public Hearing to Consider an Amendment to Title 18 (Zoning) Chapter 
18.47 of the National City Municipal Code pertaining to Signs and Outdoor 
Advertising Displays (Applicant City-Initiated) (Case File 2015-07 A) 
(Planning) 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 

14. An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of National City Amending 
Chapter 18.47 of the National City Municipal Code pertaining to Signs and 
Outdoor Advertising Displays (Applicant City - Initiated) (Case File 2015-
07A) (Planning) 

ORDINANCES FOR ADOPTION 

NON CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 
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15. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City authorizing the 
release of General Fund appropriations for the following Capital 
Improvement Program projects in the amount of $998,736.34: Sweetwater 
Channel Maintenance, Civic Center Electrical Upgrades, Civic Center 
Improvements, Civic Center Chiller Project, Morgan Tower Rehab, Kimball 
Tower Fire Pumps / Sprinklers. (Engineering/Public Works)  

16. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City authorizing the 
Mayor to execute a Fourth Amendment to the Agreement with Safdie 
Rabines Architects to extend the term of the Agreement to December 31, 
2015 and increase the not-to-exceed amount of the Agreement by 
$80,000, for a total Agreement amount of $853,630, for continued 
architectural and construction support services for the National City 
Waterfront Adventure Center (formerly known as the National City Aquatic 
Center) (Engineering/Public Works)  

17. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City authorizing the 
Mayor to execute Change Order No. 1 to the National City Culvert Barrier 
Project contract (CIP No. 14-06) with Downstream Services, Inc. for the 
lump sum amount of $14,995.00 to procure, fabricate, and install a 
Portland cement concrete headwall and additional inlet grate.  
(Engineering/Public Works) 

18. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City authorizing the 
Mayor to execute an Agreement with Harris & Associates, Inc. for a not-to-
exceed amount of $900,000 to provide on-call project support services for 
National City’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP), including, but not 
limited to, sewer system and storm drain analysis and design, construction 
support, engineering plan reviews and tentative map reviews  
(Engineering/Public Works) 

19. Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City authorizing the 
Mayor to sign an Agreement by and between the City of National City and 
Fire Prevention Services, Inc. for weed and litter abatement services. 
(Fire)  

NEW BUSINESS 

20. Temporary Use Permit – Las Palmas 5K and 1 Mile Walk hosted by Las 
Palmas Elementary School on June 6, 2015 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. with no 
waiver of fees. (Neighborhood Services)  

21. Temporary Use Permit—St. Anthony of Padua Festival at 1816 Harding 
Avenue on June 13, 2015 from 12 p.m. to 10 p.m. and on June 14, 2015 
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. with no waivers of fees. (Neighborhood Services) 
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22. Temporary Use Permit – Health & Wellness 5K hosted by The National 
City Public Safety Foundation on August 22, 2015 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Westfield Plaza Bonita with no waiver of fees. (Neighborhood Services) 

23. City Council discussion and direction regarding a Green Auto Industrial 
Park, including costs, impacts, timing, and budget considerations.  (City 
Manager) 

24. City of National City Ad-Hoc Committees and Working Groups.  (City 
Manager) 

25. Request authorization for staff to begin negotiating terms with GB Capital 
Holdings, LLC for a Waterfront Adventure Center Maintenance and 
Operating Agreement to be brought back for Council approval and 
approval to issue a letter of intent to GB Capital Holdings, LLC. 
(Community Services) 

26. Investment Report for the quarter ended March 31, 2015. (Finance) 

B. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION-HOUSING AUTHORITY 

PUBLIC HEARINGS- HOUSING AUTHORITY 

CONSENT RESOLUTIONS- HOUSING AUTHORITY 

NON CONSENT RESOLUTIONS- HOUSING AUTHORITY 

NEW BUSINESS- HOUSING AUTHORITY 

27. Presentation requesting Board of Commissioners discussion and direction 
on the potential disposition and development of real estate assets owned 
by the Community Development Commission Housing Authority. 
(Housing, Grants, & Asset Management) 

C. REPORTS 

STAFF REPORTS 

28. Update on Community Service Day held on April 25, 2015.  (Community 
Services) 

29. Recap of the Green Street Tour.  (Community Services) 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Regular Meeting of the City Council and Community Development 
Commission-Housing Authority of the City of National City - Tuesday - 
June 2,  2015 - 6:00 p.m. - Council Chambers - National City, California  
___________________________________________________  
  
2015 CITY COUNCIL SUMMER LEGISLATIVE RECESS  
  
July 7            City Council Meeting – Suspended  
July 21 City Council and Parking Authority Meeting – Suspended  
  
___________________________________________________  
  
The Regular Meeting of the City Council and Community Development 
Commission-Housing Authority of the City of National City on Tuesday - 
August 2,  2015 is scheduled to be held at 5:00 p.m. pending approval of 
the City Council to accommodate "National Night Out".  
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Port of San Diego 

Update - Port Commissioner Robert (Dukie) Valderrama 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City waiving the bid process pursuant to National 

City Municipal Code Sections 2.60.220(D), 2.60.220(E), and 2.60.260, authorizing the 

piggybacking of California Department of General Services Agreeme 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City initiating proceedings for the levy and 

collection of assessments for Landscape Maintenance District No. 1 (Mile of Cars) for 

Fiscal Year 2015/16. (Planning) 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City approving the Annual Report for Landscape 

Maintenance District No. 1 (Mile of Cars) for Fiscal Year 2015/16. (Planning) 
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2. OVERVIEW

2.1 Introduction

The City formed the District to provide maintenance services to benefit certain parcels in the City. The
District was formed in 1995 and the levies are made pursuant to the provisions of the Landscaping
and Lighting Act of 1972, Part 2 of Division 15 of the California Streets and Highway Code (the “Act”).

The 2015/16 Engineer’s Report (the “Report”) describes the District and the annual assessment per
parcel for Fiscal Year 2015/16 which is based on the historical and estimated costs to maintain the
improvements and provide the services that benefit parcels within the District.

The word “parcel,” for the purposes of this Report, refers to an individual property assigned its own
Assessor’s Parcel Number by the San Diego County Assessor’s Office. The San Diego County
Auditor-Controller uses Assessor’s Parcel Numbers and specific Fund Numbers to identify on the tax
roll, properties assessed for special district benefit assessments.

Following consideration of public comments at a noticed public hearing, and following review of the
Report, the City Council may confirm the Report as submitted, and may order the levy and collection
of assessments for Fiscal Year 2015/16. If approved, the assessment information shall be submitted
to the County Auditor-Controller, and included on the property tax roll for each benefiting parcel for
Fiscal Year 2015/16.

2.2 Description of the District Boundaries

The District’s improvements are generally located along National City Boulevard and bounded by 18th

Street to the north and 33rd Street and State Route 54 (SR 54) to the south.

2.3 Description of Improvements

A general description of the improvements to be maintained under these proceedings is described as
follows but shall not be limited to:

1. Median Improvements
 Landscape planting and irrigation
 Colored concrete hardscape
 Lighting system
 Graphic panels, banners and signage
 Painted crosswalks
 Identification sign at 23rd Street and McKinley Avenue

2. Frontage Improvements
 Improvements to parkways on both sides of National City Boulevard between 18th Street

and 33rd Street
 Landscape planting and irrigation
 Colored concrete sidewalks and mow curbs
 Street furniture
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2.4 Description of Maintenance

The maintenance of the improvements shall include the furnishing of services and materials for the
ordinary and usual maintenance and servicing of the improvements, including but shall not be limited
to:

1. General Plant Maintenance
 Mowing, trimming, pruning and weeding
 Watering, including water usage
 Fertilizing
 Plant replacement
 Periodic skinning of palm trees

2. Maintenance of Irrigation System
 Adjustment of timers
 Repair/replacement of worn-out, stolen or malfunctioning equipment

3. Periodic restriping of decorative crosswalks

4. Periodic repainting of metal benches and trash receptacles

5. Periodic repainting and repair of light poles, graphic panels, signage and other miscellaneous
equipment

6. Maintenance of electrical system
 Bulb replacement
 Repair/replacement of worn out or malfunctioning equipment
 Electrical energy charges

7. Litter removal

8. Trash pick-up

9. Other repairs of damage caused by vandalism and/or traffic accidents
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3. ESTIMATE OF COSTS
The cost of servicing, maintaining, repairing and replacing the improvements as described in the
Description of Maintenance are summarized in the table below. Estimated expenditures are shown
along with the incidental expenses to be funded by the District.

It is the intent of the District to establish a Reserve Fund for the District which shall not exceed the
estimated costs of maintenance and servicing until December of each fiscal year, or whenever the
District expects to receive its apportionment of special assessments and tax collections from the
County, whichever is later.

The following table summarizes the components that make up the Fiscal Year 2015/16 estimate of
costs for the District:

Description
Median

Improvements
Frontage

Improvements Total

Maintenance Costs
1.  Lawn planting care $0.00 $41,371.29 $41,371.29
2.  Median planting care 20,556.06 0.00 20,556.06
3.  Palm tree maintenance 4,095.00 4,095.00 8,190.00
4.  Water usage 13,433.66 13,433.66 26,867.32
5.  Refurbishment of graphic panels 13,000.00 0.00 13,000.00
6.  General maintenance of electrical system/lights 3,046.11 0.00 3,046.11
7.  Electrical usage 7,807.03 0.00 7,807.03
8.  Refurbishment of decorative crosswalks 2,250.00 2,250.00 4,500.00
9. Reserves 2,500.00 2,500.00 5,000.00
Total Cost of Annual Maintenance: $66,687.86 $63,649.95 $130,337.81

Incidental Expenses
A.  Administration $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $6,000.00
B.  Other Contractual Obligations(1) 3,600.00 3,600.00 7,200.00
C.  Engineering 250.00 250.00 500.00
D City Expenses 500.00 500.00 1,000.00
E.  Consultant Fees 1,950.72 1,950.72 3,901.44
F.  County Collection Fees 2.30 2.30 4.60
Total Incidentals: $9,303.02 $9,303.02 $18,606.04

Total Estimated Annual Cost: $75,990.88 $72,952.97 $148,943.85

(Less) General Benefit Contribution(2): ($6,475.39) ($6,180.41) ($12,655.80)

TOTAL ANNUAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE
DISTRICT(3): $69,515.49 $66,772.56 $136,288.05

(1)  Includes legal, accounting and advertising.
(2) General benefit contribution will be funded from other sources and is not being paid from annual assessments.
(3) Does not include any rounding adjustments.
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4. ASSESSMENT DIAGRAM
The Assessment Diagram sets forth (a) the exterior boundaries of the District and (b) the lines of each
lot or parcel of land within the District. The Assessment Diagram further identifies each lot or parcel by
a distinctive number or letter. For a detailed description of the lines and dimensions of any lot or
parcel, reference is made to the County Assessor’s Map applicable for the next fiscal year, which map
shall govern for all details concerning the lines and dimensions of such lots or parcels. The following
pages provide a copy of the Amended Assessment Diagram for the District.









City of National City – Landscape Maintenance District No. 1 (Mile of Cars) 55--11
Prepared by NBS – Fiscal Year 2015/16

5. ASSESSMENTS
The actual assessments for Fiscal Year 2015/16, apportioned to each parcel as shown on the latest
equalized roll at the County Assessor’s office, are listed and submitted as Section 5.2 of this Report.
The description of each lot or parcel is part of the records of the County Assessor of the County of
San Diego and such records are, by reference, made part of this Report.

5.1 Method of Apportionment

The law requires and the statutes provide that assessments, as levied pursuant to the provisions of
the Act, must be based on the benefit that the properties receive from the improvements to be
maintained. The statute does not specify the method or formula that should be used in any special
assessment district proceedings. The responsibility rests with the Assessment Engineer, who is
appointed for the purpose of making an analysis of the facts and determining the correct
apportionment of the assessment obligation.

IDENTIFY THE BENEFIT

First, it is necessary to identify the benefit that the improvements to be maintained will render to the
properties within the boundaries of the District. The improvements significantly improve the visual
appearance of the streetscape, making the Mile of Cars a more enjoyable and desirable location for
customers. The special signage and lighting provide a unifying theme, benefiting all of the properties
within the District.

The District’s improvements and services provide benefits to both those properties within the District
boundaries and to the community. The benefit conferred to property within the District will be referred
to as an “aesthetic benefit.” The aesthetic benefit provided by the district improvements and services
are supported by the City’s General Plan (the “Plan”) and the Citywide Goals and Policies regarding
Land Use and Community Character for its districts. The Plan states a desire to, “have the community
character integrated and to ensure that physical forms, patterns, and aesthetic features advance the
City’s desire for a higher quality of life.” The aesthetic benefits provided by the improvements and
services support the following City policies outlined in the Plan:

 Policy LU-5.3: Recognize the diverse needs of the City’s business districts through the
development of policies, design guidelines, and implementation measures specific to the unique
requirements of each district.

 Policy LU-5.4: Allow for adaptive reuse of vacant car dealerships and the establishment of new
compatible uses along the Mile of Cars.

 Policy LU-5.9: Encourage members of the business community to participate in implementing
actions to improve business districts.

 Policy LU-5.10: Assist the business community in evaluating National City’s marketing and
development potential and in identifying development strategies that are beneficial to the public
and private sectors.

 Policy LU-9.1: Design developments along mixed-use and “community corridors” for the comfort
and enjoyment of pedestrians and bicyclists. This includes features such as street trees, placing
buildings close to the street, de-emphasizing parking lots and garages, limited driveway cuts,
traffic-calming features, clearly defined street crossings, adequate lighting, and street furnishings
where appropriate.
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 Policy LU-9.4: Encourage an overall high quality streetscape design, where feasible, that
promotes narrow roadways, bike lanes; on-street parking, minimal curb cuts; enhanced
crosswalks; appropriate sidewalk widths, landscaped medians and parkways; street trees,
planters, and wells; street lighting; street furniture; way finding; enhanced paving; public art; and
other features that contribute to the desired character for National City, where appropriate.

 Policy LU-11.2: Identify gateways at major entrances to the City using such features as buildings,
street trees, welcome signs, decorative lighting, archways, and other design techniques to
announce the gateway.

 Policy LU-11.4: Recognize, maintain, and enhance the character and identity of residential
neighborhoods and business districts.

 Policy LU-11.7: Encourage residential and businesses to clean and maintain their properties and
public spaces to further a sense of ownership and community pride.

 Policy LU-11.8: Require the sensitive placement, screening, and/or treatment of utility meters,
boxes, valves, vaults, switches, plumbing, wiring, fences, etc. to eliminate or minimize the
aesthetic impact to the neighborhood.

 Policy LU-11.9: Encourage the improvement of existing signage to help promote a more attractive
street scene in business districts.

The Plan states these policies are important because a positive community image and quality
community design instills a sense of pride and well-being in the community. The aesthetic benefit
attained as a result of the services and improvements provided by the District is detailed below.

Aesthetic Benefit

The aesthetic benefit relates to an improvement in the District’s visual appearance as a result of the
District improvements and services. The beautification of property within the District can best be
described as the ability for the property within the District to develop and operate at the property’s
highest and best use. Properties within the District receive the following aesthetic benefits as a result
of the District’s improvements and services:

 Uniform and up to date streetscape and median and frontage improvements create cohesion
throughout the District from 18th Street to SR 54. This District cohesion enhances the experience
for all stakeholders.

 The improvements and services enhance the community identity of the Mile of Cars area, which
will lead to a stronger and healthier street corridor. The image of the Mile of Cars area is improved
by maintaining the median and frontage improvements.

 The District revitalizes and beautifies the Mile of Cars area. This revitalization encourages new
business development and existing business retention and expansion which overall reduces
vacancies and increases lease rates for property, more specifically, the auto dealerships located
within the District.

 The streetscape improvements encourage an increase in activity throughout the District. The Mile
of Cars area becomes more pedestrian-friendly, thus improving activity for residents and
businesses alike.

 Upgraded median and frontage amenities provided by the District enhance the appearance,
desirability, and experience of the properties directly fronting the improvements provided
throughout the District.

The streetscape improvements add aesthetic value to property adjacent to the improvements, but the
improvements also make the property appear more stable and prosperous. The aesthetic benefit
received by properties within the District assists each property in developing and operating at its
highest and best use.
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Separation of General Benefit

Section 4 of Article XIIID of the California Constitution provides that once a local agency which
proposes to impose assessments on property has identified those parcels that will have special
benefits conferred upon them and upon which an assessment will be imposed, the local agency must
then “separate the general benefits from the special benefits conferred,” and only the special benefits
can be included in the amount of the assessments imposed.

General benefit is an overall and similar benefit to the public at large resulting from the improvements
and services to be provided. The District improvements and maintenance services, which are more
fully presented in Section 2 of this Report, will be provided within the District boundaries only. There
will be no improvements or maintenance services provided by the District outside of the District
boundaries.

The District provides aesthetic benefits to the properties within the District. However, it is recognized
that the District also provides a level of benefit to some property and businesses within close proximity
to the District, as well as visitors and individuals passing through the District. Vehicular and pedestrian
traffic from property within and outside of the District, as well as individuals passing through the Mile of
Cars area will be able to enjoy the improvements and maintenance services. Therefore, it is
necessary to quantify the general benefits created as a result of the District improvements and
services.

Quantification of General Benefit

As previously mentioned, general benefit is an overall and similar benefit to the public at large
resulting from the improvements and services which are funded by the assessment revenue. The
District improvements and maintenance services will be provided within the District boundaries only.
There will be no improvements or maintenance services provided by the District outside of the District
boundaries.

General benefits accrue to individuals “walking through” the District and to vehicles “passing through”
the District. Individuals walking through the District are typically people who live in close proximity and
whose origin or destination neither begins with nor ends at a parcel within the District. Any walking that
begins with or ends at a parcel within the District are considered part of the special benefit for those
parcels within the boundaries of the District.

Vehicles passing through the District are those vehicles whose origin or destination neither begins
with nor ends at a parcel within the District. Any vehicle trips that begin with or end at a parcel within
the District are considered part of the special benefit for those parcels within the boundaries of the
District. For the purposes of this analysis, it was determined that the general benefit quantification
should be focused on vehicle trips passing through the District because National City Boulevard is a
major thoroughfare which connects and provides access to SR 54.

To quantify and separate the amount of general benefit received by the general population as a result
of the improvements and services provided by the assessment revenue, it has been determined that
general benefits accrue mainly to vehicles “passing through” the District. Meaning, any vehicle using
the City’s streets that lie within the boundaries of the District that is coming or going to a parcel within
the District ultimately is not part of the “general public” benefitting from the proposed improvements
and services. Accordingly, the separation of general benefits from special benefits will be measured
by that estimated portion of vehicle trips “passing through” the District.

In order to determine the estimated portion of the vehicle trips “passing through” the District, trip
generation data was collected for each parcel within the boundaries of the District using San Diego
County assigned land use codes and property characteristics. Each land use code was categorized
and located in the ITE Trip Generation Manuals – 2nd Edition. Using the property characteristics and
data gathered from the ITE Trip Generation Manuals, the estimated amount of Average Daily Trips
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(ADT) was calculated for each parcel within the boundaries of the District. The ADT were then added
together for each parcel residing within the boundaries of the District to arrive at a total amount of
vehicle trips generated by the District which equaled 13,385 ADT.

The total average vehicle trips were then compared to the average vehicle trip generation data
detailed in the City of National City Comprehensive Land Use Update (Transportation and Circulation)
for the streets running through the District which equaled 14,825 ADT. The comparison concluded that
90.29% of all vehicle trips passing through the District were coming or going to a parcel within the
boundaries of the District, hence 90.29% of all vehicle trips passing through the District are
designated as benefiting from the special benefits provided by the District. As a result, 9.71% of all
vehicle trips passing through the District are general in nature and hence, do not receive any special
benefit from the District.

Therefore, 9.71% of the benefits of the services are considered general benefit. Accordingly, 90.29%
of the benefit from the improvements and services are considered to provide special benefit to the
properties within the District and thus are subject to the assessment.

APPORTIONMENT OF COSTS

In further making the analysis, it is necessary that the property owners receive a special and direct
benefit distinguished from that of the general public. In this case, an in-depth analysis was made and
several factors are being used in the final method and spread of assessment.

All of the improvements are intended to be of direct benefit to properties within the District. These
improvements require significantly more maintenance than normally provided by the City. It is
therefore appropriate that the properties receiving the benefit be assessed for the additional cost.

Lineal frontage was assigned as the assessment variable by the assessment engineer because all of
the special aesthetic benefits received by properties within the District from the improvements and
services provided, using revenues from the annual assessment levy, can be quantified best by
identifying the lineal frontage of the property along National City Boulevard. Lineal frontage is a
tangible property characteristic that clearly ties the aesthetic benefits received by parcels within the
District based upon the amount of frontage of each property, which is where the aesthetic benefit is to
be received and realized.

The improvements and maintenance services being provided to and enjoyed by the parcels within the
District provide an aesthetic benefit not provided to any parcels outside of the District boundaries. The
annual assessment is based upon a parcel’s lineal frontage unless otherwise identified by the original
assessment engineer, as previously approved by property owners at the formation of the District.

There are generally two categories of improvements to be maintained by the District – the median
improvements and the frontage improvements. The median improvements benefit all properties within
the District. The improvements to the parkway (referred to herein as Frontage Improvements) benefit
those properties which they abut. The specific method of spreading the assessment is described
below:

Median Improvements

1. The total cost for maintenance of the Median Improvements is apportioned to all parcels in the
District and is based on the frontage of each parcel along National City Boulevard.

2. Parcel 32 (APN 562-220-11) does not have frontage on National City Boulevard, but receives
some benefit from median improvements and maintenance services benefiting properties within
the boundaries of the District. As a result, the original assessment engineer determined that the
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parcel received a lower level of benefit and therefore assigned 100 frontage feet of benefit to
the parcel.

Frontage Improvements

3. The total cost for maintenance of the Frontage Improvements is apportioned to all parcels in the
District and is based on the frontage of each parcel along National City Boulevard.

4. Parcel 32 (APN 562-220-11) does not have frontage on National City Boulevard. As such,
Parcel 32 receives no benefit from the frontage improvements.

5. The frontage of each parcel is determined from current assessor’s maps for the County of San
Diego, State of California. All frontage dimensions have been rounded to the nearest foot.

MAXIMUM ANNUAL ASSESSMENT RATES

The annual assessment to be levied on all properties within the District in any fiscal year shall be
subject to an annual escalation of up to 10% based upon actual and anticipated expenditures.

The annual assessment shall not exceed the maximum assessment, unless the appropriate
Proposition 218 proceedings are conducted by the City to authorize an increase beyond the maximum
assessment amount. The actual combined annual assessment rate for Fiscal Year 2015/16 is $15.11.

Fiscal Year
Percentage

Increase

Maximum
Frontage Rate
Per Frontage

Foot

Maximum
Median Rate
Per Frontage

Foot

Total
Maximum Rate
Per Frontage

Foot (1)

1996/97 N/A $3.29 $6.43 $9.72
1997/98 10% 3.62 7.07 10.69
1998/99 10% 3.98 7.78 11.76
1999/00 10% 4.38 8.56 12.94
2000/01 10% 4.82 9.41 14.23
2001/02 10% 5.30 10.35 15.66
2002/03 10% 5.83 11.39 17.22
2003/04 10% 6.41 12.53 18.95
2004/05 10% 7.05 13.78 20.84
2005/06 10% 7.76 15.16 22.93
2006/07 10% 8.54 16.68 25.22
2007/08 10% 9.39 18.35 27.74
2008/09 10% 10.33 20.18 30.52
2009/10 10% 11.36 22.20 33.57
2010/11 10% 12.50 24.42 36.93
2011/12 10% 13.75 26.86 40.62
2012/13 10% 15.12 29.55 44.68
2013/14 10% 16.64 32.51 49.15
2014/15 10% 18.30 35.76 54.07
2015/16 10% 20.13 39.33 59.46

(1)  Rates are truncated. Allow for minor rounding error.

5.2 Assessment Roll

The proposed Fiscal Year 2015/16 District assessment roll is listed on the following page.



APN Owner Frontage (Feet) Levy Misc Adjs Total
560-203-03-00 FUENTES FRANK SEPARATE PROPERTY TRUST 08-13-96 291 $4,398.96 $0.00 $4,398.96
560-204-02-00 CAPPS DIANE L & BALL 1998 TRUST 140 2,116.34 0.00 2,116.34
560-204-04-00 BALL JOHN D II 190 2,872.17 (0.01) 2,872.16
560-210-01-00 HATTON RONNIE & HATTON PAM 125 1,889.59 (0.01) 1,889.58
560-210-04-00 LTC PROPERTIES L L C 165 2,494.26 0.00 2,494.26
560-210-40-00 CAPPS DIANE L & BALL 1998 TRUST 211 3,189.62 0.00 3,189.62
560-210-41-00 CAPPS DIANE L & BALL 1998 TRUST 50 755.83 (0.01) 755.82
560-210-42-00 LTC PROPERTIES L L C 30 453.50 0.00 453.50
560-261-08-00 CAPPS DIANE L & BALL 1998 TRUST 270 4,081.51 (0.01) 4,081.50
560-271-07-00 CAPPS DIANE L & BALL 1998 TRUST 75 1,133.75 (0.01) 1,133.74
560-271-09-00 BALL AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 50 755.83 (0.01) 755.82
560-271-14-00 CAPPS DIANE L & BALL 1998 TRUST 95 1,436.09 (0.01) 1,436.08
560-271-15-00 CAPPS DIANE L & BALL 1998 TRUST 100 1,511.67 (0.01) 1,511.66
560-330-03-00 S K R B L P 591 8,933.97 (0.01) 8,933.96
560-393-03-00 PNJ PROPERTIES L L C 140 2,116.34 0.00 2,116.34
560-393-04-00 FALK PROPERTIES N C L L C 480 7,256.01 (0.01) 7,256.00
562-021-01-00 POLAKOFF GARY & DIANE 2401 TRUST 100 1,511.67 (0.01) 1,511.66
562-021-07-00 DIAZ LUIS J & MARIA G 2004 FAMILY TRUST 01-28-04 160 2,418.67 (0.01) 2,418.66
562-031-13-00 BALL JOHN II 110 1,662.84 0.00 1,662.84
562-031-14-00 BALL JOHN II 160 2,418.67 (0.01) 2,418.66
562-090-06-00 WEBSTER GEORGE H SECOND LIVING TRUST 10-10-00 270 4,081.51 (0.01) 4,081.50
562-100-13-00 BALL JOHN D II 135 2,040.75 (0.01) 2,040.74
562-100-14-00 WEBSTER GEORGE H SECOND LIVING TRUST 10-10-00 135 2,040.75 (0.01) 2,040.74
562-150-13-00 GEN 3 PROPERTIES ONE L L C 209 3,159.39 (0.01) 3,159.38
562-160-07-00 GEN3 PROPERTIES TWO LLC 300 4,535.01 (0.01) 4,535.00
562-180-32-00 GEN3 PROPERTIES TWO LLC 82 1,239.57 (0.01) 1,239.56
562-180-33-00 GEN3 PROPERTIES THREE LLC 127 1,919.82 0.00 1,919.82
562-220-11-00 HARRISON RESIDUAL TRUST & VAUGHN FAMILY LIVING TRUST 02-06-13 100 766.86 0.00 766.86
562-220-13-00 MCCUNE MOTORS <LF> MCCREDIE TOD C TRUST 03-28-96 230 3,476.84 0.00 3,476.84
562-220-31-00 MCCUNE MOTORS <LF> MCCREDIE TOD C TRUST 03-28-96 155 2,343.09 (0.01) 2,343.08
562-220-32-00 FRANK REAL PROPERTIES II LP 314 4,746.64 0.00 4,746.64
562-251-37-00 C V VENTURES L L C 202 3,053.57 (0.01) 3,053.56
562-251-38-00 C V VENTURES L L C 167 2,524.49 (0.01) 2,524.48
562-252-16-00 ERM FAMILY TRUST 11-19-91 & ERM RUDOLPH F JR 330 4,988.51 (0.01) 4,988.50
562-321-07-00 S O C PROPERTIES L L C 182 2,751.24 0.00 2,751.24
562-321-08-00 CITY OF NATIONAL CITY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 148 2,237.27 (0.01) 2,237.26
562-330-35-00 MOYNAHAN THOMAS W JR & DARLENE D TRS 249 3,764.06 0.00 3,764.06
562-330-42-00 MOYNAHAN THOMAS W JR & DARLENE D TRS 76 1,148.87 (0.01) 1,148.86
562-330-43-00 54/NATIONAL SELF STORAGE L L C 40 604.67 (0.01) 604.66
562-340-09-00 WESTCOTT REVOCABLE TRUST 10-28-14 & PARADISE DEBRA J 300 4,535.01 (0.01) 4,535.00
562-340-47-00 MOSSY IMPORTS L L C 164 2,479.14 0.00 2,479.14
562-340-48-00 MOSSY IMPORTS L L C 436 6,590.88 0.00 6,590.88
562-340-49-00 ESCONDIDO DEVELOPMENT PROPERTIES L L C 291 4,398.96 0.00 4,398.96
562-340-50-00 PERRY MOTORS/PROPERTIES OF NATIONAL CITY L L C 300 4,535.01 (0.01) 4,535.00
562-340-69-00 FELICE REAL PROPERTIES I L P 290 4,383.84 0.00 4,383.84
562-340-70-00 FELICE REAL PROPERTIES I L P 300 4,535.01 (0.01) 4,535.00

46 Accounts $136,288.05 ($0.29) $136,287.76
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5/19/2015 – Page 84 

 

 

 

The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City declaring its intention to conduct a Public 

Hearing on June 2, 2015 and to levy and collect assessments for Landscape Maintenance 

District No. 1 (Mile of Cars) for Fiscal Year 2015/16. (Planning) 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City authorizing the installation of a blue curb 

handicap parking space with signage in front of the residence at 524 “J” Avenue (TSC 

2015-03) (Engineering/Public Works) 































CC/CDC-HA Agenda 

5/19/2015 – Page 103 

 

 

 

The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City authorizing the installation of a blue curb 

handicap parking space with signage in front of the business at 524 Highland Avenue 

(TSC 2015-04) (Engineering/Public Works)  
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City authorizing the acceptance of the lowest, 

responsive, responsible bid, for the purchase of (1) unmarked 2015 Ford Taurus SEL 

AWD, for the Police Department from Mossy Ford of San Diego, in the am 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Warrant Register 

#41 for the period of 04/01/15 through 04/07/15 in the amount of $845,552.38 (Finance) 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Warrant Register 

#42 for the period of 04/08/15 through 04/14/15 in the amount of $1,664,735.99 

(Finance) 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Public Hearing to 

Consider an Amendment to Title 18 (Zoning) Chapter 18.47 of the National City 

Municipal Code pertaining to Signs and Outdoor Advertising Displays (Applicant City-

Initiated) (Case File 2015-07 A) (Planning) 





  
BACKGROUND REPORT 

 
History 
With the exception of minor amendments related to political signage and mobile 
billboards (among others) in 2009, the sign chapter of the Land Use Code had been 
mostly unchanged for several years prior to 2011. The most recent iteration of the Land 
Use Code was adopted on January 9, 2012, which included an update of the Sign 
Ordinance (Chapter 18.47). The new ordinance carried over much of the preceding 
language, but added a section related to digital advertising signage and a quick 
reference table. The digital advertising signage section relied on industry language and 
standards of the time, which are becoming outdated. 
 
Purpose 
The general purpose of this amendment is to amend the chapter with regard to the 
allowed and disallowed temporary and permanent signs on various land uses. The 
amendments include time, place and manner restrictions, prohibitions and allowances, 
and remedies and enforcement. A copy of the previous and proposed sign ordinances 
are attached for your review. As part of the amendment, the title of the chapter will now 
be “Signs on Private Property and Public Property not Owned by the City or its Affiliated 
Agencies”. This differentiates such signs from signs on City-owned property, which are 
regulated by Municipal Code Chapter 13.28.090 - Permanent, private party signs on city 
property. 
 
Analysis 
There are several additions to the Sign Ordinance, beginning with section 18.47.020, 
which lays out the Authority, Scope, and Intent of the Sign Ordinance. This is in concert 
with the Purpose section, which was carried over from the previous ordinance. These 
sections are similar to other existing code sections, which reference applicable laws for 
authority, and define the scope of activities subject to the ordinance. The Intent section 
refers to the protection of First Amendment rights and that the Ordinance comports with 
all applicable principles of federal and state, constitutional, statutory and administrative 
law. 
 
Section 18.47.030 – Basic Principles – includes the following sections: 
 

 Enforcement Authority – The Director (City Manager or assign); 
 Administrative Interpretation – Staff, staff referral to Planning Commission; 
 Responsibility for Compliance – Sign owner, permit holder, those in control of the 

property, property owner/s; 
 Onsite-Offsite Distinction – Applies to commercial messages only;  
 Message Neutrality – Sign regulation in a manner that does not favor commercial 

speech over noncommercial speech and that does not regulate protected 
noncommercial speech by message content; 

 Message Substitution – [see below] 
 
Message substitution 
Court decisions on signs often make a distinction between "commercial speech" and 
"noncommercial speech." Commercial speech is regular advertising, seeking customers 
and clients, debate in the marketplace of goods and services. Noncommercial speech is 



issue advocacy and expression on ideas; most commonly, political and/or religious 
messages.  
 
In the most famous sign case, Metromedia v. San Diego (1981), the US Supreme Court 
announced three basic principles for the law of signs: 1) local governments may ban 
billboards, in the interests of safety and community esthetics; 2) when regulating signs, 
local governments may not favor commercial speech over noncommercial speech; and 
3) local governments may not favor particular types of noncommercial speech over 
others.  
 
An example of "favoring commercial speech" might be allowing real estate for sale 
signs, but no other signs, in certain locations. An example of favoring a particular type of 
noncommercial speech might be allowing political message signs, but disallowing 
religious message signs, in certain places. 
 
To avoid any inadvertent violation of rules 2 (favoring commercial) or 3 (favoring 
particular types of noncommercial), the new sign code includes a strong "message 
substitution" provision. It means that anywhere anyone has a sign, or a right to a sign, 
they may substitute a noncommercial message in place of any commercial message, or 
in place of some other noncommercial message. This substitution of noncommercial 
messages does not require a new permit, so long as there is no change in the physical 
structure of the sign. 
 
Signs Exempt from Sign Permit Requirement [aka “Temporary Signs] (18.47.060) 
The section related to residential signs has been modified to reference size, placement, 
and message content regulations. Specific changes include: 
 

 Signs may be free standing or mounted on doors, walls, or fences; 
flag poles not exceeding 25 feet cumulative of linear footage; roof-
mounted signs prohibited; 

    
 Any variety or combination of constitutionally protected 

noncommercial speech (including but not limited to political / 
election signs); 

 
 Signs with other commercial messages, general advertising for 

hire, or any message whose public display is illegal are prohibited. 
 

 Maximum display area of 16 square feet per parcel at all times; 
except during the Election Period this allowance may be increased 
up to 32 square feet per parcel per street frontage visible from the 
public right of way. The maximum display area is the cumulative 
total of all signs that are subject to the area limit. 

 
References to temporary signs for construction or property for lease or sale are still 
included. In addition, the section for Temporary Signs for Events is now Temporary 
Signs for Special Events. Special Events are also now defined in section 18.47.040. 



This section regulates the time period for display and the maximum size per street 
frontage. The signs are permitted in Commercial, Industrial, Multi-Family, Mixed-Use, 
and Institutional zones and are limited to 32 square feet per street frontage. Generally 
speaking, special event signage may be displayed no more than 30 days prior and 5 
days after a special event.  
 
Other additions to section 18.47.060 include added language referring to banners, flags, 
and pennants, as well as a new requirement for Identification tags for signs during the 
Election Period. The tags would allow City staff to more easily identify the parties 
responsible for posting (e.g. private sign posting company, political campaign staff etc.), 
and allow for more efficient removal after the Election Period. 
 
The remainder of the changes in the Sign Ordinance is related to updating language, 
terms, titles, clarifying potential confusing references, adding cross-references etc. Staff 
has also removed the quick reference table. A version of the table will still be 
maintained, but is intended to be used at the counter for staff and client reference. The 
table contains size and location data for each zone, but would not be a formal part of 
the Land Use Code. The table would be for reference only; the text contained in the 
Land Use Code text would govern and prevail in the case of a conflict of information. 
The reference table is attached. 
 
General Plan Conformance 
The amendment is consistent with several General Plan policies that are intended to 
encourage quality signs that promote interest and function in a non-intrusive manner. 
The policies are as follows: 
 
Policy LU-9.5: Apply design standards that promote the use of high quality building 
materials, architectural and site designs, landscaping, signage, and amenities.  
 
Policy LU-11.9: Encourage the improvement of existing signage to help promote a 
more attractive street scene in business districts. 
 
Policy NN-4.7: Minimize light pollution through attention to site design including the 
appropriate placement of outdoor lighting and signage, and discouraging lighting where 
not required for safety and or business operations.  
 
 
 
Summary 
Since the most recent Land Use Update in 2012, there have been changes in 
constitutional law regarding signs, particularly with regard to message neutrality and 
message substitution. The need to incorporate these changes, as well as to update 
outdated language, terms, titles, etc. has led to this proposed update to the Sign 
Ordinance (Section 18.47 of the Land Use Code). The proposed amendments meet the 
policies and goals of the General Plan, and will ensure that staff is able to administer 
the Code in an efficient and appropriate manner. 
 



On October 4, 2011 the City Council initiated a Code Amendment that was intended to 
clean up the Land Use Code. Since adoption the new code in 2011 and the subsequent re-
adoption in 2012, there have been various discrepancies and typographic issues that need 
to be remedied. Although the amendment will ultimately cover much more than just the 
Signs and Outdoor Advertising Displays chapter, staff is attempting to fast-track this 
particular section amendment so as to comply with changes in constitutional law regarding 
signs. The remaining items to be amended will follow at a later date. 
 
The Planning Commission held a public hearing on this amendment at their meeting of 
May 4, 2015 and recommended approval of the amendment. If the Council is amenable to 
the change to 18.47 the associated Ordinance would need to be introduced. A second 
reading would follow at a subsequent meeting. If ultimately approved, the amendment 
would affect all private property and public property not owned by the City or its affiliated 
agencies. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
1. Approve the Amendment to Section 18.47 of the Land Use Code based on the 

attached findings by introducing the Ordinance in the related item; or 
 
2. Recommend changes to be brought back at a subsequent date; or 
 
3. Deny the Amendment to Section 18.47 of the Land Use Code based on findings to 

be determined by the City Council. 
 



RECOMMENDED FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO  
TITLE 18 (ZONING) CHAPTER 18.47 OF THE  

NATIONAL CITY MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO  
SIGNS AND OUTDOOR ADVERTISING DISPLAYS 

CASE FILE 2015-07 A 
 
1. That the proposed amendment is in the public interest and is consistent with General 

Plan policy, since the General Plan calls for the adoption of regulations that 
encourage high-quality and attractive signage, including maintenance or 
rehabilitation of existing conforming signs. 
 

2. That the proposed amendment is in the public interest, since it will clarify the allowed 
and disallowed temporary and permanent signs on various land uses. The 
amendments include time, place and manner restrictions, prohibitions and 
allowances, and remedies and enforcement. This clarification will encourage 
compliance with the Municipal Code. 
 

3. That the proposed amendment is in the public interest, since the proposed 
amendment will incorporate and be consistent with changes in constitutional law 
regarding signs, particularly with regard to message neutrality and message 
substitution. 

 
4. That the proposed amendment will allow the City’s continued enforcement of sign 

placement and design, since it will enable staff to administer the Code in an efficient 
and appropriate manner. 

 
5. That the proposed amendment has been reviewed to be in compliance with the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as the project is not considered a 
project under CEQA.  
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CHAPTER 18-47 SIGNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY AND PUBLIC PROPERTY NOT 
OWNED BY THE CITY OR ITS AFFILIATED AGENCIES  

 
18.47.010 TITLE 
 
This Chapter shall be known as the Regulatory Sign Ordinance of the City of National City, 
California. 
 
18.47.020 AUTHORITY, SCOPE, INTENT, PURPOSES 
 

A. Authority 
 
This Chapter is enacted pursuant to the City’s general and police powers, California Constitution 
Article XI, Section 7; California Government Code Sections 65000 et seq., 65850(b), 38774, and 
38775; Business and Professions Code Sections 5200 et seq., 5230, 5490 et seq., 13530 et seq. 
and 13540; Penal Code Section 556 et seq.; and other applicable state laws. 
 

B. Scope 
 
This Chapter regulates signs, as defined herein, which are located within the corporate limits of 
the City of National City and over which the City has land use regulatory authority, but not on 
City owned land. Signs on City land are subject to Chapter 13.28. Signs used in conjunction with 
parades, protests, demonstrations and outdoor public assemblies are regulated as temporary uses 
under Chapter 15.60.  
 

C. Intent 
 
By adoption of this Chapter, the City Council intends to create and implement a comprehensive 
system for the regulation of signs within the scope of this Chapter, with a regulation system that: 
1) accommodates the expression rights of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and the 
corollary provisions of the California Constitution; 2) comports with all applicable principles of 
federal and state constitutional, statutory and administrative law. 
 

D. Purposes and Interests Served 
 
The purposes of this Chapter include, but are not limited to: 1) serving the governmental and 
public interests in controlling visual clutter, community esthetics, and safety of drivers, 
passengers, and pedestrians; 2) aiding in the identification of properties, land uses, enterprises 
and other establishments; 3) enhancing the general appearance and esthetics of the urban 
environment; and 4) protecting the natural beauty of the City’s open space. 
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18.47.030 BASIC PRINCIPLES 
        

A. Message Neutrality Policy 
 
It is the policy of National City to regulate signs in a manner that does not favor commercial 
speech over noncommercial speech and does not regulate protected noncommercial speech by 
message content. 
 

B. Message Substitution Policy 
 
A constitutionally protected noncommercial message may be substituted, in whole or in part, for 
any allowed commercial message or any other protected noncommercial message, provided that 
the sign structure or mounting device is legal. Any substitution shall require the private property 
owner’s consent. The purpose of this provision is to prevent any favoring of commercial speech 
over non-commercial speech, or favoring of any particular protected noncommercial message 
over any other protected noncommercial message. The message substitution policy does not: 1) 
create a right to increase the total amount of sign display area on a site or parcel; 2) create a right 
to substitute an off-site commercial message in place of an onsite commercial message or in 
place of a noncommercial message; 3) affect the requirement that a sign structure or mounting 
device must be properly permitted; 4) authorize changing the physical method of image 
presentation (such as digital or neon) display without a permit; or 5) authorize a physical change 
to the sign structure without compliance with applicable building codes, safety codes, and 
neutrally-applicable rules for sign size, height, orientation, setback, separation or illumination.  
 

C. Enforcement Authority 
 
The Director is authorized and directed to administer and enforce this Chapter. 
 

D. Administrative Interpretations 
 
Interpretations of this Chapter are to be made initially by the Director in consultation with the 
City Attorney. The Director may refer an interpretation question to the Planning Commission. 
All interpretations of this Chapter are to be exercised in light of the message neutrality and 
message substitution policies. Where a particular type of sign is proposed, and the type is neither 
expressly allowed nor prohibited by this chapter, or whenever a sign does not qualify as a 
“structure” as defined in the Building Code, as adopted by the City, then the Planning 
Commission or Director, as applicable, shall approve, conditionally approve or disapprove the 
application based on the most similar sign type, using physical and structural similarity, that is 
expressly regulated by this chapter. 
 

E. Responsibility for Compliance 
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The responsibility for compliance with this Chapter rests jointly and severally upon the sign 
owner, the permit holder, all parties holding the present right of possession and control of the 
property whereon a sign is located, mounted or installed, and the legal owner of the lot or parcel, 
even if the sign was mounted, installed, erected or displayed without the consent or knowledge 
of the owner and / or other parties holding the legal right to immediate possession and control. 
 

F. Onsite-Offsite Distinction 
 
Within this Chapter, the distinction between onsite signs and offsite signs applies only to 
commercial messages. It does not apply to non-commercial messages.  
 
18.47.040 DEFINITIONS 
 
The following definitions apply to this Chapter, and to other chapters when cross-referenced by 
such other Chapters. 
 
“Banner” means any flexible material, such as cloth, plastic, vinyl, paper, cardboard or thin 
metal, with or without a message, attached outdoors to a building, structure or mounting device, 
or attached indoors to a building, structure or mounting device so as to be visible from the 
exterior of a building, or structure. The term "banner" includes a pennant, flag, or bunting. 
 
“Billboard” means a permanent sign structure in a fixed location which meets any one or more of 
the following criteria: (1) it is used for the display of off-site commercial messages; (2) the 
message display area, or any part thereof, is made available to message sponsors other than the 
owner(s) or operator(s) of the sign, typically for a fee or other consideration, i.e., it is general 
advertising for hire; (3) the sign is a principal or secondary use of the land, rather than 
appurtenant or accessory to some other principal use of the land.   
 
“Bunting” means a form of banner that is typically presented and displayed in a folded or 
gathered fashion or combination. It may include a display in combination with a flag or banner. 
Depending on the format of the display, the term may be synonymous with banner. 
 
“Changeable copy sign” means a sign displaying a message that is changed by means of 
moveable letters, slats, lights, light emitting diodes, or moveable background material. “Digital 
signs,” “dynamic signs,” and CEVMS (changeable electronic variable message signs) are all 
within this definition.    
 
“City” means the City of National City California. 
 
“City property” means any parcel of land or separately leasable space over which the City or any 
of its related entities, holds the present right of possession and control, regardless of who may 
hold legal fee title, or that is within the public right-of-way. 
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“Commercial mascot” means a person or animal attired or decorated with commercial insignia, 
images, costumes, masks or symbols, and/or holding signs displaying commercial messages, 
when a principal purpose is to draw attention to or advertise a commercial enterprise. This 
definition includes “sign twirlers,” “sign clowns,” “sign spinners,” “sign twirlers,” and “human 
sandwich board” signs. Also known as “living signs.” 
 
“Commercial message” means a message that proposes a commercial transaction or pertains 
primarily to the economic and commercial interests of the message sponsor and/or the sign 
audience.  
 
“Construction site sign” means a sign that is displayed on the site of a construction development 
project during the period of time of actual construction. 
   
“Digital display” means display methods utilizing LED (light emitting diode), LCD (liquid 
crystal display), plasma display, projected images, or any functionally equivalent technology, 
and which is capable of automated, remote or computer control to change the image, either in a 
“slide show” manner (series of still images), or full motion animation, or any combination of 
them. 
 
“Director” means the City Manager or designee.  
         
“Directional sign” is a sign used to provide directions to pedestrians and vehicular traffic.  
 
“Election period” means that period of time which begins 60 days before a special, general, or 
primary election in which at least some registered voters in the City are eligible to vote, and ends 
ten days after such election. 
 
“Establishment” means any legal use of land, other than long-term residential, which involves 
the use of structures subject to the Building Code. By way of example and not limitation, this 
definition includes businesses, factories, farms, schools, hospitals, hotels and motels, offices and 
libraries, but does not include single-family homes, mobile homes, residential apartments, 
residential care facilities, or residential condominiums. Multi-unit housing developments are 
considered establishments during the time of construction; individual units are not within the 
meaning of establishment once a certificate of occupancy has been issued or once a full-time 
residency begins.  
 
“Establishment premises” means a specific occupancy within a building or upon a parcel of land, 
typically having a specific address and discrete entrance(s) and exit(s) so as to maintain a 
specific identity and location. 
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“Flag” means a piece of fabric or other flexible material, usually rectangular, of distinctive 
design, used as a symbol.  
 
“Freestanding sign” means a sign which is principally supported on the ground by one or more 
uprights, braces, poles, pylons or other similar structural components. This category includes 
both monument and pole signs. 
     
“Frontage” when used as a measurement reference of a building or establishment premises, shall 
refer to the distance between the two most distant corners of a building measured in a straight 
line along the building face bordering the adjoining street. See Glossary pertaining to frontage 
when made applicable to a parcel of land. The term also refers to the elevation of a building that 
abuts or adjoins a private or public right-of-way or parking lot. 
 
“Garage sale sign” means a sign whose message concerns short-term rummage, estate, boutique 
or garage sales of used or handmade common household items from a residential property.  
 
“General advertising,” also known as “general advertising for hire,” means the enterprise of 
advertising or promoting other businesses or causes using methods of advertising, in contrast to 
self-promotion or on-site advertising.  
 
“Height” means the distance measured vertically from grade to the highest point or portion of the 
object to be measured or height limited.  
 
“Illegal sign” means a sign that was installed without proper City or other required approvals 
and/or permits at the time it was initially installed, and which has not been legalized by later 
action. This definition also includes a sign that was erected in conformance with all applicable 
laws, rules, and regulations in effect at the time of installation, but which was subsequently 
altered so as to be out of compliance with applicable law, including the terms of permits which 
authorized construction. All signs described in Business and Professions Code section 5499.1 
and defined therein as an “illegal on-premises advertising display” are also within this definition. 
 
“Illuminated sign” means a sign whose message is made readable by internal or external lights or 
light emitting diodes (or functionally equivalent technology), typically (but not necessarily) 
during hours of darkness. 
 
“Install” or “installation” includes but is not limited to the act by which a sign is constructed or 
placed on land or a structure, or the act of attaching, painting, printing, producing, or 
reproducing, or using any other method or process by which a visual message is presented or 
placed upon a surface. 
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“Legal nonconforming sign” means a sign that complied with all applicable laws, rules and 
policies at the time of installation, and which has not been expanded beyond the originally 
applicable rules, but which does not conform to currently applicable law and rules. 
 
“Mobile billboard” means a sign on a wheeled conveyance (whether motorized or not) or water 
craft, including those which carry, convey, pull or transport any sign used for general advertising 
for hire. The term does not include vehicles and vessels that display identification information 
concerning the usual business or regular work of the vehicle/ vessel owner (not including general 
advertising).   
 
“Motor fuel price sign” means a sign of the type described and required by Business and 
Professions Code section 13530 et seq. 
 
“Monument sign” means a low-profile freestanding sign supported by a structural base or other 
solid structural features other than support poles, which may contain copy on more than one side. 
 
“Mural” or “mural-type sign” means a sign painted on the exterior wall of a building consisting 
of graphics or images, either alone or in combination with letters. Murals or mural-type signs, 
including those described as artistic murals, shall be treated as any other sign subject to the 
signage area requirements.  
 
“Non-commercial message” means a constitutionally protected message that addresses topics of 
public concern or controversy such as, by way of example and not limitation, politics, religion, 
philosophy, science, art or social commentary.  
 
“Offsite sign” means a sign that advertises commercial products, accommodations, services or 
activities not provided in or on the property or premises upon which it is located. The on-site/off-
site distinction does not apply to non-commercial messages. 
 
“Onsite sign” means a sign that advertises the commercial business, accommodation, services or 
activities provided on the premises on which the sign is located, or is expected to be provided in 
the near future, such as “coming soon” movie posters. In the case of developments subject to a 
master sign program, all establishments subject to the program are considered on-site whenever 
located within any location subject to the program. All establishments within a shopping center 
are on-site as to any sign(s) also located within that shopping center. The on-site/off-site 
distinction does not apply to non-commercial messages.  
 
“Outdoors” means a location on undeveloped property or the exterior of a building or structure. 
 
“Parcels” or “property” or similar references or descriptions mean parcels defined or delineated 
by assessor parcel numbers maintained by the County tax assessor or as defined in the Glossary 
of this Code.  
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“Pennant” is a banner with three sides, or swallow-tail form.  
 
“Permanent sign” means a sign that is solidly attached to a building, structure, or the ground by 
means of mounting brackets, bolts, welds, or other combination of attachment methods, thereby 
rendering the sign non-moveable or difficult to reposition without the use of machinery, cutting 
devices, or mechanical devices. See also “temporary sign.” 
 
“Pole sign” means a permanently mounted, freestanding sign which is supported above the 
ground by one or more uprights, braces, poles, or other similar structural components. 
 
“Projecting sign” is any sign which projects beyond a building face and uses a wall or vertical 
element of a building as its main source of support. The term includes a double-faced sign that is 
installed more or less perpendicular to the face of a building so as to allow a message to be 
viewable from either side. The term does not include signs that are installed along the face of a 
building and that are completely attached to the face of a building. 
 
“Real Estate Sign” means any sign whose message concerns a proposed economic transaction 
involving real estate, including all signs described in Civil Code 713. 
 
“Residential Sign” means a sign displayed on a legal, individual dwelling unit. The term does not 
apply to management offices of apartment complexes or mobile home parks, or to hotels, motels, 
inns or other places of transient occupancy. 
 
“Responsible Party” means the permittee, property owner, or owner or person in charge of the 
sign. 
 
“Rooftop sign” or “Roof-mounted sign” means a sign that extends above the ridgeline of the roof 
of a building or a sign attached to any portion of the roof of a building. 
 
“Safety Codes” refers to the Building, Electrical, Plumbing, Grading and similar codes which 
ensure safe construction.  
 
“Shopping center” shall mean a group of commercial buildings as defined in the Glossary. 
 
“Sign” as used in this Chapter, generally means the public display of any visually 
communicative image placed on public display and visible from the exterior of any portion of the 
public right of way or place open to passage by the public. Notwithstanding the generality of the 
foregoing, the term “sign” does not include: 
 
1.  Aerial banners towed behind aircraft; 
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2. Architectural features – decorative or architectural features of buildings (not including 
lettering, trademarks or moving parts), which do not perform a communicative function 
(examples include color stripes around an office building or retail store); 

 
3. Automated Teller Machines (ATM’s), when not used for general advertising; 
 
4. Cornerstones and foundation stones; 
 
5. The legal use of fireworks, candles and artificial lighting not otherwise regulated by this 

chapter; 
 
6. Grave markers, gravestones, headstones, mausoleums, shrines, and other markers of the 

deceased; 
 
7. Historical monuments, plaques and tablets; 
 
8. Holiday and cultural observance decorations displayed in season, including inflatable 

objects, on private residential property which are on display for not more than 45 
calendar days per year (cumulative, per dwelling unit) and which do not include 
commercial messages; 

 
9. Inflatable gymnasiums associated with legal residential uses – inflatable, temporary, 

moveable, gymnasium devices commonly used for children’s birthday parties, and 
similar devices (also called “party jumps” or “bounce houses”); 

 
10. Interior graphics – visual communicative devices that are located entirely within a 

building or other enclosed structure and are not visible from the exterior thereof; 
 
11. Manufacturers’ marks – marks on tangible products, which identify the maker, seller, 

provider or product, and which customarily remain attached to the product even after 
sale; 

 
12. Mass transit graphics – graphic images mounted on duly licensed and authorized mass 

transit vehicles that legally pass through the city; 
 
13. News racks, newspaper vending devices and newsstands; 
 
14. Personal appearance: makeup, masks, wigs, costumes, jewelry, apparel and the like, 

unless it constitutes a commercial mascot; 
 
15. Safety warnings on motorized or electrified equipment;  
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16. Searchlights used as part of a search and rescue or other emergency service operation 
(this exclusion does not apply to searchlights used as attention attracting devices for 
commercial or special events); 

 
17. Shopping carts, golf carts, horse drawn carriages, and similar devices (any motorized 

vehicle which may be legally operated upon a public right-of-way is not within this 
exclusion); 

 
18. Symbols embedded in architecture – symbols of non-commercial organizations or 

concepts including, but not limited to, religious or political symbols, when such are 
permanently integrated into the structure of a permanent building which is otherwise 
legal, by way of example and not limitation, such symbols include stained glass windows 
on churches, carved or bas relief doors or walls, bells and religious statuary; 

  
19. Vehicle and vessel insignia – on street legal vehicles and properly licensed watercraft: 

license plates, license plate frames, registration insignia, non-commercial messages, 
messages relating to the business of which the vehicle or vessel is an instrument or tool 
(not including general advertising) and messages relating to the proposed sale, lease or 
exchange of the vehicle or vessel.   

 
20. Vending machines, automated intake devices and product dispensing devices which do 

not display off-site commercial messages or general advertising messages; 
 
21. Window displays – the display of merchandise in a store window, when such 

merchandise is immediately available for purchase. 
 
“Signage” is the collective noun for all signs on a given parcel, lot or location, or within a stated 
classification; 
 
“Sign area” means that portion of a sign which consists of visually communicative copy, 
including the advertising surface and any framing, trim, or molding but not including the 
supporting structure, measured one side only, provided that the angle between faces for two-
sided signs does not exceed 30 degrees.  
 
“Sign copy” means the visually communicative elements, including but not limited to words, 
letters, numbers, designs, figures or other symbolic presentation incorporated into a sign with the 
purpose of attracting attention to the subject matter or message. 
 
“Sign face” means the portion of a sign that is available for displaying sign copy, together with 
any frame, color, panel, ornamental molding, or condition which forms an integral part of the 
sign copy and which is used to differentiate such sign copy from any wall or background against 
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which it may be placed. Those portions of the supports, uprights or base of a sign that do not 
function as a sign shall not be considered as part of a sign face. 
 
“Sign height” means the vertical distance of a sign from the uppermost point used in measuring 
the sign area to the ground immediately below such point or to the level of the upper surface of 
the nearest curb of a street or alley (other than a structurally elevated roadway), whichever 
measurement permits the greater elevation of the sign. 
 
“Special Event” means an activity or event that occurs rarely or irregularly, is open to the public, 
and is of a duration not exceeding 7 days. Any event that is subject to a Temporary Use Permit 
will be considered within this definition. By way of example and not limitation, special events 
include circus or carnival runs, 4th of July Festival, Easter Egg Hunt, Relay for Life, Christmas 
Tree Lighting, parking lot sales at shopping centers and malls, holiday celebrations, Auto 
Heritage Day, etc. 
 
“Temporary message” means a message that pertains exclusively to an event which occurs on, or 
ends on, a particular day. 
 
“Temporary sign” means a sign that is constructed of lightweight or flimsy material, and is easily 
installed and removed using ordinary hand tools. Any sign that qualifies as a “structure” under 
the Building Code is not within this definition. 
        
“Visibility triangle” means at the intersection of any two or more streets, that area extending 
horizontally 50 feet from the corner of the intersection and vertically, from a height of three feet 
to a height of eight feet.  
 
“Visible to the exterior” refers to the placement of a sign or banner within the interior first eight 
feet of a commercial or industrial building or structure in such a manner so that it or its message 
is readily visible on an immediately contiguous public right-of-way, parking lot, or parcel. To be 
visible does not require that the message be understandable or readable. 
 
“Wall sign” means a sign that is attached to, erected against or painted on the wall of a building 
or other vertical structure. 
 
“Warning sign” means a sign that is posted to provide notice of danger, such as “Beware of 
Dog,” “Railroad Crossing,” “Danger High Voltage” or noting the location of underground 
utilities. 
 
“Window sign” means a sign that is painted or mounted on a window pane, or that is mounted 
within five feet of a window and oriented for viewing by exterior passersby.  
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“Zone” refers both to the zone classifications given in 18.20.020, and to the specific areas or 
districts to which a given zoning classification applies. 
 
 
18.47.050 SIGN PERMITS, OTHER SIGN-RELATED DECISIONS, APPEALS 
 

A. Sign Permit Generally Required 
 
Unless exempted from the sign permit requirement, all signs regulated by this Chapter may be 
installed, maintained, erected, or displayed only pursuant to sign permit pursuant to this Chapter, 
and a finding of compliance is made by the Planning Division, using the design criteria identified 
in this Chapter and other applicable regulations. A sign permit may be approved subject to 
conditions, so long as those conditions are required by this Chapter or some other applicable law, 
rule or regulation. 
 

B. Compliance Required  
 
No permit shall be issued for any sign or sign structure except in compliance with the provisions 
of this Chapter. A sign permit may be subject to compliance with permitting requirements 
imposed by other sources of law, including the safety codes for building, electrical, plumbing, 
grading, etc. Where there is a conflict between the provision of this Chapter and other applicable 
regulations, the more restrictive shall apply.  
 

C. Right to Permit or Display 
 
When any sign permit application is complete and fully complies with all applicable provisions 
of this Chapter, and all other applicable laws, rules and regulations, the permit shall be approved 
and issued within the required time. In the case of signs which are exempt from the sign permit 
requirement, there is a right to erect, display and maintain such signs as are authorized by this 
Chapter, subject to the applicable rules. This “right to permit” provision does not apply when the 
relevant city law is under active consideration for amendment at the time the application for a 
sign permit is submitted, or when the rules or regulations relevant to the application are changed 
prior to the expiration of the time for decision.  
 

D. Legally Existing Signs; Alterations 
 
Signs legally existing prior to the effective date of this Chapter shall be exempt from the sign 
permit requirement unless a structural alteration is made, the sign area or any other point of 
nonconformity is enlarged or expanded, or there is some other change in the structural elements 
of the sign. Structural alterations and expansions require a sign permit. 
 

E. Review  
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All sign permit applications shall be initially reviewed by the Director. In the case of any 
discretionary permit in which signage is included, such as a master sign program, a specific plan 
including signs, a variance, or an appeal, the Director shall prepare a report for the body which 
shall hear the matter, the Planning Commission or City Council. The report may, but is not 
required, to include recommendations. 
 

F. Application for a Sign Permit 
 
Any person seeking a sign permit for a sign shall submit to the Director a written application for 
such. The Director shall prepare a sign permit application form and provide it to any person on 
request, along with such other materials and information as applicants need to submit for a 
permit. The same form may be used for both the application and the decision thereon. A single 
form may be used for multiple signs on the same site; however, the Director may make separate 
decisions as to each sign. A sign permit application is complete only when it is accompanied by 
the appropriate application fee, in an amount set by resolution of the City Council.  
 

G. Application Contents 
 
The sign permit application form may call for the following information: 
 

1. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant and, if applicable, 
the name, address, and telephone number; when the applicant is not the 
holder of legal title to the property, consent to the installation of the sign 
by the person(s) or entities who hold legal title and the present right of 
possession and control of the property; when the sign is proposed to be 
installed by a sign contractor, the name, address, contact information, and 
the license number, if any, of the contractor;  

 
2. As to the proposed location for the sign, multiple sets of a fully 

dimensioned Site Plan (drawn to scale) indicating the street address, 
Assessor’s Parcel Number, zone classification, all property lines, public 
and private street lines (including center lines), structures, easements, 
utility poles and wires, and the location and size (in square feet) of all 
existing and proposed signs; 

 
3. As to existing signs already on parcel, information as to whether each is 

permitted or exempt from permitting; 
 

4. Accurate and scaled building elevation showing existing and proposed 
building signs; including existing and proposed sign area of each 
individual sign and the combined area of all signs (including those already 
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existing or previously permitted) in relation to the maximum allowed sign 
area; 

 
5. A statement as to whether the sign is intended to be used in whole or in 

part for off-site commercial messages, advertising for hire or general 
advertising; 

 
6. A statement or graphical description as to whether the proposed sign, or 

any part of it, is proposed to utilize any of the following physical methods 
of message presentation: sound; odor, smoke, fumes or steam; rotating, 
moving or animated elements; activation by wind or forced air; neon or 
other fluorescing gases; fluorescent or day-glow type colors; flashing or 
strobe lighting; light emitting diodes, liquid crystal displays or other 
video-like methods; digital display technology; use of live animals or 
living persons as part of the display; mannequins or statuary; 

 
7. A statement as to whether the property or parcel on which the sign is 

proposed to be erected or displayed, or any currently existing sign thereon, 
is the subject of any outstanding notice of zoning violation or notice to 
correct, including whether any such deficiencies are to be remedied by the 
proposed application; 

 
8. Photographs of the existing property, parcel and/or building on which the 

sign is proposed to be erected or displayed; 
 

9. In the case of any proposed sign which is subject to a discretionary 
process, such as a variance, conditional use permit, or sign program, all 
information required by such process(es); 

 
10. The Director is authorized to modify the list of information to be provided 

on a sign permit application; however, additions may be made only after 
thirty (30) days public notice. The Director is also authorized to request, 
require or accept application materials, in whole or in part, in electronic 
form, and to specify the acceptable computer formats for such 
submissions. 

 
H. Completeness 

 
As the first step in processing a sign permit application, the Director shall determine whether the 
application is complete. If the application is not complete, the applicant shall be so notified in 
person or in writing initially within 30 days of the date of receipt of the application; the notice of 
incompleteness shall state the points of deficiency and identify any additional information 
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necessary. The applicant shall then have thirty (30) calendar days, to submit additional 
information to render the application complete.  
 

I. Disqualification 
 
No sign permit application will be approved if:  
 

1. The applicant has installed a sign in violation of the provisions of this 
Chapter and, at the time of submission of the application, each illegal or 
non-permitted sign has not been legalized, removed or a cure included in 
the application; 

 
2. There is any other existing code violation located on the site of the 

proposed sign(s) (other than an illegal or nonconforming sign that is not 
owned or controlled by the applicant and is located at a different 
establishment) which has not been cured at the time of the application, 
unless the noncompliance is proposed to be cured as part of the 
application; 

 
3. The sign application is substantially the same as an application previously 

denied, unless: (i) twelve (12) months have elapsed since the date of the 
last application, or (ii) new evidence or proof of changed conditions is 
furnished in the new application; 

 
4. The applicant has not obtained any applicable required use permit or 

conditional use permit. However, applications for such permits may be 
processed simultaneously with a sign permit application. 

 
J. Applications for Multiple Signs 

 
When an application proposes two or more signs, the application may be granted either in whole 
or in part, with separate decisions as to each proposed sign. When a multiple sign application is 
denied in whole or in part, the Director’s written notice of determination shall specify the 
grounds for such denial. 
 

K. Discretion 
      
When discretion is authorized for a master sign program or site plan review, that discretion may 
be exercised only as to location, structural and safety factors, and not as to message content, 
graphic design or artistic merit. Permissible factors for consideration include: style or character 
of existing improvements upon the site and lots adjacent to the site; construction materials; 
number and spacing of signs in the area; the sign’s height, design, and location in relation to its 
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proposed use; form, proportion, scale, overall sign size; potential effect of the proposed sign on 
driver and pedestrian safety; potential blocking of view (whole or partial) of a structure or facade 
or public view of historical or architectural significance; potential obstruction of views of users 
of adjacent buildings. 
 

L. Master Sign Programs  
 
Permit applications for Master Sign Programs as part of planned commercial, office-professional 
and industrial development shall include the above information as part of a Site Development 
Plan or Specific Plan. When approval is sought for a development that includes one or more 
signs, then the sign aspects of the proposed development must satisfy the applicable provisions 
of this Chapter. In addition, when a development project will have 6 or more leased spaces, it 
must also comply with the Master Sign Program requirements set forth in Section 18.47.130. 
Such proposals may be reviewed by the Director and shall be decided by the Planning 
Commission. In preparing a report for the Planning Commission, the Director may, but is not 
required to, make recommendations.  
 

M. Revocation or Cancellation 
 
The Director may revoke any approval or permit upon refusal or failure of the permittee to 
comply with the provisions of the permit and the requirements of this Chapter, after written 
notice of noncompliance and at least fifteen (15) calendar days opportunity to cure. However, 
opportunity to cure does not apply when a sign, by virtue of its physical condition, constitutes an 
immediate and significant threat to public safety. 
 

N. Permits Issued in Error 
 
Any approval or permit issued in error may be summarily revoked by the Director upon written 
notice to the permittee, stating the reason for the revocation. “Issued in error” means that the 
permit should not have been issued in the first place and includes but is not limited to omissions, 
errors or misrepresentations in the application materials, and oversights or errors in the 
processing thereof.  
 

O. Inspections  
 
All signs subject to one or more safety permits (building, plumbing, electrical, grading, etc.) 
require final inspection and approval by the Building Official. 
 

P. Sign-Related Decisions    
 
Challenges or objections to sign-related decisions, notices and orders, other than approval or 
denial of a sign permit, do not require a particular form, but must be in writing, signed by the 
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applicant or challenger, and particularly state the matter challenged and the grounds therefore. 
Challenges shall be made to the Director within 30 days of the date of the decision, notice, 
and/or order. Challenges and objections to sign-related decisions not made in accordance with 
these procedures shall not be eligible for appeal.  
 

Q. Levels of Review; Order of Review 
 
Except for signs subject to initial review by the Planning Commission, initial review and 
decisions on all sign permit applications shall be by the Director unless otherwise stated herein; 
appeal is first to the Planning Commission and then to City Council. 
 

R. Safety Codes 
 
When a proposed sign, by virtue of its physical, structural, location, and other non-message 
factors, is subject to any permits or requirements under the safety codes, then satisfaction of such 
requirements shall be a condition of the sign permit. 
 

S. Permit Denial 
 
When a sign permit application is denied, the denial shall be in writing and sent or delivered to 
the address shown on the applicant’s application form, and shall specifically state the grounds for 
denial.  
 

T. Timely Decision 
 
At each level of review or appeal, the decision shall be rendered in writing within 30 calendar 
days. The time period begins running when an appeal, challenge or objection is received, the 
application is complete (or is deemed complete because no notice of incompleteness has been 
given), an amendment is received, or the notice of appeal has been filed, whichever applies. The 
timely decision requirement may be waived by the applicant or appellant.  If a decision is not 
rendered within the required time, then the application or appeal shall be deemed denied; in the 
case of an appeal, the lower level decision shall be deemed affirmed. 
 

U. Appeal  
 
Any decision regarding a sign permit application or other sign-related decision may be appealed 
by any affected person. Notices of Appeal and challenges and objections to sign-related 
decisions must be filed with the City Clerk within thirty calendar days of the decision; if City 
offices are not open on the thirtieth day, then the time period is extended to the next day City 
offices are open to the public. Appeals shall be heard by the Planning Commission. The decision 
of the Planning Commission may be appealed to the City Council pursuant to 18.12.060, as 
augmented by this Chapter. The appeal right arises at the earliest of: a) the date of the written 
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decision that is delivered to the applicant, or b) the time for decision has run without a written 
decision. The Notice of Appeal, Objection or Challenge must state specifically the matter 
appealed from and the grounds for appeal. Notices of Appeal must be signed by the appellant or 
their authorized agent, representative, or attorney. 
 

V. Status Quo  
 
During the pendency of review or appeal, the status quo of the subject sign(s) shall be 
maintained. This does not apply whenever a sign, by virtue of its physical condition, constitutes 
an immediate threat to public safety. 
 

W. Judicial Review  
 
Following final decision by the City Council, any affected person may seek judicial review of the 
final decision on a sign permit application or other sign-related decision pursuant to the 
applicable provisions of the California Code of Civil Procedure.   
 

X. Notices  
 
Written notices by the City, required within this Chapter, shall be deemed given on the earliest of 
the following: when personally delivered, when publicly posted, or on the day of mailing. 
Notices are deemed effective when sent to the last known address of the addressee. 
 
18.47.060  SIGNS EXEMPT FROM SIGN PERMIT REQUIREMENT  
 
The signs listed in this section are exempt from the requirement of prior approval (either by sign 
permit or site plan review), but still subject to the rules stated in this Chapter. When any 
residential sign meets the definition of “structure” in the Building Code, or is electrified, then 
compliance with all safety codes (building permits, electrical permits, etc.) is required. Signs 
may also be exempted from the sign permit requirement by other sections of this Chapter, other 
chapters of this code, or other bodies of law.  
  

A. Residential Signs. All legal residential dwelling units are allowed a defined 
maximum cumulative display area, which is available at all times, subject to: 

         
1. Physical types: residential signs may be free standing or mounted on 

doors, walls, or fences; flag poles not exceeding 25 feet cumulative of 
linear footage; roof-mounted signs are prohibited; 

    
2. Permissible message types: any variety or combination of constitutionally 

protected noncommercial speech (including but not limited to political / 
election signs); real estate signs (must be removed not more than five days 
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after the proposed economic transaction is completed, or the property goes 
off the market); garage sale signs compliant with the other provisions in 
the Municipal Code addressing garage sales which is currently set forth at 
Section 7.21.060; construction site signs;  

 
3. Prohibited message types: commercial messages other than those specified 

in the preceding subsection; general advertising for hire; any message 
whose public display is illegal; 

 
4. Maximum display area: 16 square feet per parcel at all times; except 

during the Election Period this allowance may be increased up to 32 
square feet per parcel per street frontage visible from the public right of 
way. The maximum display area is the cumulative total of all signs that 
are subject to the area limit. Not included within with the cumulative total: 
indicators of street address and occupants’ name(s), visual images 
mounted on the ground (i.e., door mats);  

 
5. Illumination: special illumination of residential signs is prohibited; 

residential signs may be illuminated only by natural and legal ambient 
lighting; 
 

B. Construction Site Signs, subject to: 
 

1. On single-family residential properties, construction site signs shall be no 
larger than 20 square feet per street frontage;   

 
2. For all other construction projects: maximum display area for signs shall 

be no greater than 50 square feet per frontage; 
 

3. Construction site signs must be removed prior to final inspection or before 
issuance of a certificate of completion or certificate of occupancy, as 
applicable; 

 
4. Illumination: prohibited. 

 
C. Signs required or authorized by other bodies of law or court orders;   

 
D. Signs required by the fire department to designate fire lanes; 

 
E. Nameplate identification signs and combination name plates and address signs 

with letters that do not exceed three inches in height, are not illuminated, and do 
not exceed four square feet in area;  
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F. Window signs that do not exceed 15% of the area of a window or 12 square feet, 

whichever is less;  
 

G. Warning signs such as "no parking," "watch dogs," "private property," and 
"security service" that are not illuminated, do not exceed one square foot in area 
each, and do not project over a public right-of-way. No more than three of these 
signs shall be allowed per premises;  

 
H. Bulletin boards, provided they do not exceed sixteen square feet in area, do not 

project over a public right of way, and are not illuminated; 
 
18.47.070 PROHIBITED SIGNS 
 
The signs listed in this section are prohibited in all zones and at all times unless explicitly 
authorized or allowed by another provision of this Chapter, another chapter of the code, or other 
applicable law. 
 
1. New billboards, conversion of existing billboards to digital or dynamic or tri-vision 

display, expansion of the display face of any existing billboard (except as authorized by 
state law), and the installation of an additional display face to an existing billboard 
structure; 

 
2. Mobile billboards, but not including taxis or shuttle vehicles or public transportation 

vehicles that legally pass through the city;  
 
3. Signs mounted on roofs, water towers, radio, television, or cell phone towers; 
 
4. Signs mounted on fences; 
 
5. Signs mounted on trees, bushes, or vegetation;   

 
6. Signs placed on property (public or private) without consent of the property owner or 

other party holding the present right of possession and control;  
 
7. Signs that obstruct any window, door, gate or opening used or required as a means of 

regular ingress or egress, legal light or ventilation, as a fire escape or other emergency 
access or escape; 

 
8. Signs displayed on vacant or undeveloped lots; 
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9. Signs whose intensity of illumination or size, shape or location interferes with the safe 
operation of a vehicle or creates distraction to the operator of a wheeled vehicle on 
adjoining public streets; 

 
10. Signs mounted in such a manner as to obstruct the free flow of vehicular or pedestrian 

traffic;  
 
11. Signs that are confusingly similar to authorized, official traffic and pedestrian control 

signs, even though they are in fact not traffic control signs; 
 
12. Signs using animation, flashing, blinking, or intermittent light exceeding any of these 

operational parameters: 
 

a. Illumination equivalent to incandescent light bulbs of sixty watts maximum per 
bulb; 

 
b. Flashes or blinks more than 15 times per minute; 

 
c. Chaser lights; 

 
d. High intensity neon lights, tubes and flashing lights are prohibited on animated 

and flashing signs; 
 

e. Rotating beacon lighting elements. 
 
13. Advertising or attention-getting devices that are inflatable, float in air or water, or are 

activated by wind or forced air; 
 
14. Temporary signs displaying off-site commercial messages or used for general advertising 

for hire, unless required by state law; 
 

15. Signs placed in the public right-of-way, unless explicitly allowed by Chapter 13.28. 
 

16.  Signs mounted on motor vehicles parked in the public right of way. 
 
 

 
18.47.080  PERMANENT SIGNS  
 
Unless specifically exempted herein, all permanent signs require a sign permit. The following 
three types of signs are categorically exempt from this sign permit requirement: 1) signs installed 
and displayed pursuant to court order, statutory requirement or authorization; 2) signs on 



PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
 

 

Sign Ordinance – Proposed PC 5.4.15 
-21-

residential properties; 3) signs posted by any governmental entity in the execution of its official 
duties. 
 

A. SIGNS LESS THAN SIX SQUARE FEET 
 
The display on any non-residential parcel of any single sign or banner that is less than six square 
feet in area is allowed and is exempt from obtaining a sign permit.  
 

B. DIRECTIONAL SIGNS 
 
Directional signs which do not exceed a total of three square feet in size per sign, and total area 
combined does not exceed nine square feet per parcel, are allowed and are exempt from 
obtaining a sign permit.  
 

C. FREESTANDING SIGNS   
 
A maximum of two freestanding or monument signs, not to exceed a total of one hundred square 
feet, are allowed, subject to a sign permit, for single-family subdivisions, multi-family 
developments, and mobile home parks. 
 

D. FLAGS 
 
 
On residential land uses, a total of 24 square feet of flag area may be displayed at any and all 
times; on non-residential land uses, a total of 40 square feet of flag area may be displayed at any 
and all times. The number of flag poles is limited to cumulative linear footage as follows: 25 feet 
on residential lots and 35 feet on all other parcels or lots. Flag poles intended for permanent use 
are subject to appropriate building permits.  
 

E. PERMANENT SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MIXED-USE AND 
INSTITUTIONAL ZONES 

 
Except in shopping centers (where special rules, stated in the next subsection, apply) and public 
assembly uses (to which special rules, stated below, apply), permanent signs may be installed on 
or along the face of a building in commercial zones and commercial uses in a mixed-use zone, 
and industrial or institutional zones, subject to the following: 
 

1. Signs exceeding twenty five square feet in display area: 
 

a. Maximum number: one sign per establishment premise per 
frontage along a street, freeway, or parking lot; 
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b. Sign area on the primary frontage shall not exceed 30 percent of 
the area of the building face or four square feet of sign for each 
linear foot of building face along that frontage, whichever is 
greater; 

 
c. Sign area on a secondary frontage shall not exceed 15 percent of 

the area of the building face or two square feet per linear foot of 
secondary frontage, whichever is greater; 

 
d. The sign face shall not be located, such as by a cabinet, deep 

lettering, or architectural feature, more than 18 inches from a 
building face.  

 
2. Permanent signs with 25 square feet or less of display area in Commercial, 

Industrial, Institutional, Mixed-Use and Multi-Family Zones: 
 

a. Location: only in windows or along the face of a building; 
 

b. Maximum total cumulative area: not exceeding ten percent of the 
wall or elevation on which the sign is placed; 

 
F. PERMANENT SIGNS IN SHOPPING CENTERS 

 
Permanent signs for establishments within a shopping center shall be limited to one per 
establishment premises per frontage on a common walkway, parking lot, driveway, alleyway, 
street, or freeway. The size and placement of these signs shall conform with the standards 
specified for Permanent Signs in Commercial, Industrial, Mixed-Use and Institutional Zones 
(Subsection 18.47.080(E)) as well as standards that may be applied through any required City 
Council or Planning Commission approval, including but not limited to a conditional use permit, 
planned development permit, specific plan, or variance.  
 

G. PUBLIC ASSEMBLY USES. 
 
On property used for public assembly, with periodically changing programs, the following signs 
may be installed and displayed, subject to a sign permit: 
 

1. Wall sign: one wall mounted sign not to exceed twenty square feet in area 
per street frontage or parking lot frontage; and  

 
2. One freestanding changeable copy directory sign not to exceed six feet in 

height and twelve square feet in area per street frontage or parking lot 
frontage shall be allowed;  
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3. Provided, however, that the signs shall be architecturally related to the 

structure to which they are appurtenant; 
 

4. Number Limit: No more than two wall-mounted signs plus no more than 
two freestanding signs. 

 
H. POLE OR MONUMENT SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MIXED-

USE, AND INSTITUTIONAL ZONES 
 
Pole-mounted or freestanding signs are allowed subject to a sign permit in the commercial and 
industrial zones and non-residential uses in a mixed-use zone, subject to: 
 

1. Number Limit: Pole signs or monument signs shall be limited to one sign 
per frontage on street, freeway, or parking lot, and may include a cluster 
sign identifying individual businesses on the parcel(s); 

 
2. Display Area Limit:  

 
a. The total area of any sign installed along the primary frontage shall 

not exceed four square feet per lineal foot of property on the 
primary frontage; 

 
b. The total area of any sign installed along each secondary frontage 

shall not exceed two square feet per lineal foot of property on the 
secondary frontage; 

 
3. Location: Sign structures shall not be placed within the required setback 

area applicable to that zone, except that projecting signs may protrude into 
or overhang a maximum distance of one-half of the setback.  

 
4. Height Limit: Pole signs may be 1½ feet high for each 1-foot away from 

the centerline of the street on which the sign is located, but in no case 
exceeding: 
a. MXC 1 & MXD 1 zones -  50 feet; 
b. MXC 2 & MXD 2 zones -  50 feet. Signs exceeding 50 feet may be 

allowed if located near a freeway and approved by the Planning 
Commission as compatible with the other uses near the site;  

c. CA & CS zones - 50 feet. Signs exceeding 50 feet may be allowed, 
up to a maximum of 75 feet, if located near a freeway and 
approved by the Planning Commission as compatible with the 
other uses near the site; 
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d. Industrial zones - 70 feet. 
e.  Institutional zones – 50 feet. 

 
I. ROTATING SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ZONES 

 
Signs that rotate are restricted to no more than eight revolutions per minute. Rotating signs are 
allowable only in commercial and industrial zones.  
 

J. PROJECTING SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MIXED-USE, AND 
INSTITUTIONAL ZONES 

 
Projecting signs may be installed and displayed, subject to a sign permit, in all commercial, 
industrial, mixed-use, and institutional zones, subject to: 
 

1. Projecting signs shall not project over any public right-of-way, including streets 
or alleys, except as provided in Subsection D, below; 

 
2. The maximum height of any projecting sign shall be 12 feet, and may project 

above any eave or parapet of less than 12 feet in height, but may not project 
inward over any such eave or parapet. 

 
3. Maximum display area for all sides: 32 square feet. 

 
4. Projecting signs may project over street parkways and required setback areas a 

maximum of one-half of the street parkway or setback width. For the purpose of 
this section, "street parkway" is defined as that part of the public street right-of-
way lying between the front property line and the edge of the roadway.  

 
5. Number limit: No more than one projecting sign shall be placed on each street 

frontage per business premises. 
 

6. Qualification: A projecting sign shall be permitted only in lieu of a freestanding 
or marquee sign, and may not be utilized in addition to a freestanding or marquee 
sign. 

 
7. Design: Projecting signs shall be supported so as to appear to be an architectural 

and integral part of the building. The sign shall be free of any extra bracing, angle 
iron, guy wires, or cables. 

 
K. DIGITAL DISPLAY SIGNS  
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Signs using digital display are allowed in the following zones: industrial, commercial, and 
mixed-use districts, subject to a sign permit, and subject to: 
 

1. Maximum height: the same rule that would apply to the same sign if it 
were not using digital display;  
 

2.  Minimum requirement: digital display must be part of a master sign 
program; 

 
3. Maximum display area:  

 
a. For properties that front on arterial roadways, the digital display 

portion of the sign structure shall not exceed 25% of the allowable 
display area;  

 
b. For properties that front on highways, the digital display portion of 

a sign shall not exceed 50% of the allowable display area;   
 

c. Maximum Number: No more than one sign using digital display 
may be permitted on a site. The electronic message display may be 
single-faced or double-faced.  

 
d. Signs using digital display may not project moving images or 

images that appear to move; each still image must be on display a 
minimum of 8 seconds; transitions between still images shall not 
exceed one second.  

 
e. Light Intensity: each sign using digital display shall include a 

photometric sensor that will adjust the intensity of the sign for 
daytime and nighttime viewing. The nighttime intensity shall be 
limited to 0.3 foot-candles (over ambient levels) as measured at a 
preset distance as established by the Lewin Report as prepared for 
the Outdoor Advertising Association of America (OAAA). The 
city may modify or further restrict the intensity of any DAD 
display should the lighting create a distraction to drivers or an 
adverse effect on nearby residential property.  

 
f. Operational Hours: the digital display portion of any sign shall not 

be operated between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  
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g. Signs using digital display shall be shielded or the light intensity 
reduced as necessary to prevent annoying glare impacting 
surrounding properties.  

 
h. All new signs using digital display, which are not attached to a 

building, shall be mounted on one support column only. 
 

i. Signs using digital display may be located on the wall of a 
building, provided the sign does not obscure any of the building's 
windows, architectural features, or other architectural details.  

 
j. No sign using digital display may be placed within one mile of 

another sign using digital display on the same side of a highway. 
No sign using digital display may be placed within 1000’ of 
another digital display on any street. 

 
k. Signs using digital display are limited to noncommercial messages 

and onsite commercial messages; such signs may not be used as 
billboards or for purposes of general advertising for hire. 

 
  
18.47.090  TEMPORARY SIGNS 
 
All temporary signs must have attached to them contact information for the persons and/or 
entities placing the signs on public display. Such information must include, at a minimum, the 
name of the person(s) and/or entities, and currently valid contact information such as phone 
number, mailing address, or email address. The purpose of this requirement is to give the City a 
way to contact persons who exceeded the time limit or other rules regarding display of certain 
signs, and give them an opportunity to cure the violation. The contact information must be in an 
easily readable, common typeface, such as Times New Roman, Garamond, Helvetica, Arial, or 
similar. Type size much be at least ten point.  
 

A. Construction Site Signs  
 
Temporary signs may be installed and displayed on construction sites without permit, subject to: 
 

1. The maximum total area for signs at single-family residential construction 
projects shall be 20 square feet per street frontage; 

 
2. The maximum area of signage at other construction projects shall be 50 

square feet per street frontage; 
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3. For any request for square-footage exceeding the limits set forth in 
Subsections A.1. and A.2., a temporary use permit is required, the granting 
or denial of which shall be based solely on objective criteria such as time, 
location, and size; 

 
4. All signs must be removed prior to and as a condition of the final 

inspection and approval of the project. 
 

B. Temporary Signs Regarding Real Property Offered For Sale or Lease  
 
Temporary signs may be installed and displayed on real property that is currently offered for sale 
or lease, or otherwise pursuant to Civil Code 713, without a sign permit, subject to:  
 

1. A maximum of two temporary signs may be installed on developed or 
undeveloped property, with the following requirements and specifications 
for the sign:  

 
a. The maximum area of signage allowed by this section per parcel 

per street frontage in commercial, industrial, mixed-use, multi-
family, or institutional zones shall be 50 square feet; 
 

b. These signs shall not be specially illuminated;  
 

c. Such signs shall be removed within ten days following the lease or 
sale of the premises on which the sign is displayed. 

 
C. Temporary Signs For Special Events 

 
Temporary signs may be installed and displayed when related to and for the duration of thirty 
(30) days prior and five (5) days after a special event, subject to:  
 

1. Special Event Signs in Commercial, Industrial, Multi-family, Mixed-use 
and Institutional zones 

 
a. Temporary signs which do not cumulatively exceed 32 square feet 

in display area per street frontage, are allowed subject to a special 
event permit; 

 
b. Temporary signs, except flags and banners, shall not be fastened 

directly to the exterior wall or face of any building. Temporary 
signs may be displayed in windows or on display boards, provided 
the combined total area of all signs does not exceed ten percent of 
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the area of the building face upon which the signs are mounted. 
(See Section 18.47.120 for restrictions on flags and banners.) 

 
D.  Temporary Signs in Residential Zones 
 

Refer to Section 18.47.060 for signs in residential zones. 
 
18.47.100 VEHICLE SIGNS 
 
Buses and taxis that legally traverse the public streets may display advertising; however, mobile 
billboards are prohibited on public streets and parking spaces.  
 
18.47.110 MURALS 
 
Murals or mural-type signs, including those described as artistic murals, shall be treated as any 
other sign subject to signage area requirements.  
 
18.47.120 FLAGS, BANNERS, AND PENNANTS 
 

A. Permit required: All banners require the approval of the planning division. In 
order to obtain approval, see application and drawings required at the city 
planning division.  

B. Auto Sales Lots 
 
These provisions apply to all motor vehicle sales. Flags, banners and pennants may be displayed 
on automobile sales lots without time limitation or site plan review, provided that:  
 

1. The displays are properly maintained; 
2. Displays are limited to the perimeter of the lot; 
3. Displays do not exceed a height of twenty-five feet above the ground; 
4. Displays may not be used in place of a permanent sign. 

 
C. Other Commercial and Industrial Uses 

 
Flags, banners, and pennants may be displayed on other commercial and industrial uses for a 
cumulative period of sixty days within each calendar year. The time limit commences when a 
banner permit is issued by the planning director. The sixty-day period may be divided into two 
occasions per calendar year, provided the total display time does not exceed sixty days per 
calendar year. A banner permit fee and an administrative fee in an amount representing the 
anticipated city enforcement costs in causing the applicant to remove flags or banners shall be 
paid to the city treasurer at the time of application for site plan review. The administrative fee 
shall be refunded upon the verified removal of the flag or banner by the specified deadline.  
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D. The following shall apply to all displays of commercial flags, banners, and 

pennants, except for displays on auto sales lots: 
 

1. Must be removed by the owner or occupant within fifteen days after a 
determination by the city manager or that the display is improperly 
maintained or the flag, banner or pennant is tattered or worn; 

 
2. Shall not be larger than forty square feet (cumulative of all visible 

copy/image areas); 
 

3. Shall not be displayed in lieu of a permanent sign; 
 

4. Shall not be placed on a roof, placed in required yard areas, or landscaped 
areas; 

 
5. Must be compatible with the primary building's appearance; 

 
6. Violation of the time limits shall render the site ineligible for issuance of a 

permit for display of a flag, banner or pennant for a period of one year 
from the date that the violation is abated; 

 
7. The restrictions of this section shall also apply to signs and banners 

located within the first eight feet of the interior of commercial or industrial 
premises when such sign or banner is visible to the exterior. 

 
 
18.47.130 MASTER SIGN PROGRAMS 
 

A. Purpose and Applicability  
 
The purpose of the master sign program provisions is to provide a coordinated approach to 
signage for National City's business districts, which include but not limited to the Harbor 
District, Downtown, Mile of Cars, and Plaza Bonita. Whenever a development project will have 
6 or more separately leased spaces, then a master sign program is required.  
 

B. Approval  
 
A master sign program shall require the approval of the planning commission and the city 
council, after considering the proposed design standards. 
 

C. Design Standards  
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Master sign programs shall feature a unified and coordinated approach to the materials, color, 
size, type, placement and general design of signs proposed for a project or property. 
 

D. Effect of Master Sign Program 
 
All subsequent signs proposed for a development or property subject to an approved master sign 
program shall comply with the standards and specifications included in the master sign program. 
 
18.47.140 NONCONFORMING SIGNS; ABANDONED USES  
 
Signs that were legal when first installed, and which have not been modified or expanded in a 
manner that was illegal at the time of modification or expansion, may continue in use, so long as 
there is no modification or expansion which violates the regulations of this Chapter. If the size or 
configuration of a parcel or building is changed by the subdivision or splitting of the property or 
alterations to the building or parcel, property identification signs and outdoor advertising signs 
on the resulting properties shall be required to conform to the sign regulations applicable to the 
newly created parcel or parcels, at the time such change becomes effective.  
 
Nonconforming signs shall be removed or made conforming when the business or property 
changes occupancy or ownership.  
 

A. Change of Land Use / Nonconforming Signs 
 
When there is a change in the use of land upon which are located signs that do not conform to 
this Chapter, then all signs on the parcel, lot, or leasable space must be brought into conformance 
with this Chapter and all other applicable laws, rules, regulations and policies.  
 

B. Abandoned Site or Building 
 
When the use of any parcel or building is vacated, terminated, or abandoned for any reason for a 
period of more than ninety consecutive days, the owner or person in possession of the property 
shall be responsible for the physical removal of all signs on the property, building or wall(s), and 
for painting over the surface so as to obliterate any painted or printed signs on the building so 
that the copy is not visible, within thirty days following notice from the city. Removal, painting 
out, or obliteration shall be performed in a manner that does not create a blighting influence. Any 
sign that relates or pertains to an establishment that is not actually operating on the same site for 
a period of ninety (90) or more consecutive calendar days shall be considered abandoned. Legal 
nonconforming use rights are extinguished when a sign qualifies as abandoned. 
 
18.47.150  SAFETY, MAINTENANCE, AND REFACING 
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A. Safety Codes – Compliance Required 
 
All signs must comply with the applicable Uniform Building, Mechanical, Electrical Codes and 
other safety codes adopted by the City. Safety Code Permits for installation shall be obtained, 
when required, prior to any installation, from the director of building and safety. 
 

B. Maintenance 
 
All signs and their supporting structures and components shall be maintained in a state of safe 
condition and good repair. Signs shall be "face washed" at least once a year. Electrically 
energized components must bear the seal of approval of an approved testing laboratory. Broken 
faces and burned-out lamps, bulbs, or tubes must be replaced within thirty days from the date of 
notification from the City. All permanent signs shall be "face washed" at least once a year. 
Electrically energized components must bear the seal of approval of an approved testing 
laboratory. Broken faces and burned-out lamps, bulbs, or tubes must be replaced within fifteen 
days from the date of notification from the city. 
 
 C. Refacing 
 
Changing the copy or refacing of a sign shall require a sign reface permit. No consideration of 
message content shall occur. The purpose is to maintain an inventory of signs. 
 
 18.47.160 ENFORCEMENT AND REMOVAL 
 

A. Public Nuisance 
 
All violations of this Chapter are declared to constitute public nuisances which may be abated by 
any method provided by law. 
 

B. Enforcement 
 
Each day of violation or non-compliance with these regulations shall be deemed as a separate 
offense and subject to all remedies available at law. Legal procedures and penalties shall be in 
accordance with the enforcement procedures established by the municipal code or state law. 
 

C. Illegal Signs 
 
Illegal signs may be abated by the City in accordance with its Municipal Code, state law, 
including but not limited to Business and Professions Code 5499.1 et. seq., or state law on 
abatement of public nuisances, or as otherwise provided by law. 
 

D. Summary Abatement – Safety Hazards 
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If any sign is an immediate threat to the public health and safety by virtue of the physical 
condition of the sign structure, said sign may be immediately and summarily removed with the 
cost of such removal charged to the property owner in accordance with this Chapter. 
 

E. Notice of Violation 
 
Whenever any sign or part thereof, other than those causing an immediate threat to the public 
health and safety, constitutes an illegal sign and/or is erected or maintained in violation of this 
Chapter, the Director shall give written notice to all Responsible Parties to remove the sign or to 
bring it into compliance. The notice shall specify the nature of the violation, and give directions 
for a cure, which may include complete removal or replacement by a specific date. The notice 
shall advise the permittee, owner or person in charge of the sign of the hearing rights established 
by this Chapter. The date for removal specified in the written notice shall not be less than ten 
(10) days from the date of the mailing of the notice. The responsible party receiving notice may 
request a hearing as detailed in 18.47.050. 
 

F. Removal of Uncured Violations 
 
Whenever the Responsible Parties fail to comply with an order of the Director made pursuant to 
this Section, and the time for cure has elapsed without the cure being effected, the Director may 
remove the sign, or order it removed, either by the City’s own force or by a private party under 
contract. The expense of the removal may be charged, jointly and severally, to any and all 
responsible parties. Such amount shall constitute a debt owed to the City. No permit shall 
thereafter be issued to any permittee, owner or person in charge of a sign who fails to pay such 
costs. Any costs, including attorney’s fees, incurred by the City in collection of the costs shall be 
added to the amount of the debt. 
 

G. Cumulative Remedies 
 
The provisions of this Section are alternative and additional remedies for the enforcement of this 
Chapter. Nothing in this Section shall preclude the City from enforcing the provisions of this 
Chapter by any other criminal, civil or administrative proceeding.  
 

18.47.170 Severability 

The city council declares that the judicial invalidity of any subsection or portion of this chapter 
shall not affect the validity of any other remaining section or portion; that the city council would 
have adopted each of those remaining portions, notwithstanding any later declared invalidity. If 
any provision determined invalid under the preceding sentence can either be judicially severed or 
interpreted in a way that could harmonize it with the remaining provisions, then it may be 
severed or interpreted and applied so as to give full purpose, meaning, and effect to the 
remaining provisions of this chapter.  
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ORDINANCE NO. 2015 –  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NATIONAL CITY 

AMENDING CHAPTER 18.47 OF THE NATIONAL CITY MUNICIPAL CODE 

 PERTAINING TO SIGNS AND OUTDOOR ADVERTISING DISPLAYS 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the terms and provisions of the Government Code of the 

State of California, proceedings were duly initiated for the amendment of the National City 

Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to legal notice, hearings were held by the Planning 

Commission and the City Council of National City, and all persons interested were given the 

opportunity to appear and be heard before said Planning Commission and City Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has regularly and duly certified its report 

to the City Council of National City and has recommended such amendment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council does ordain as follows; 

 Section 1.  All protests, if any, against said amendment to the Municipal Code and 

each of them be and hereby are denied and overruled. 

 Section 2. That Section 18.47 of Title 18 of the Municipal Code be amended to read 

as follows: 

CHAPTER 18.47 

SIGNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY AND PUBLIC PROPERTY 

NOT OWNED BY THE CITY OR ITS AFFILIATED AGENCIES 

Sections: 

18.47.010 Title. 

18.47.020 Authority, Scope, Intent, Purposes. 

18.47.030 Basic Principles. 

18.47.040 Definitions. 

18.47.050 Sign Permits, Other Sign-Related Decisions, Appeals. 

18.47.060 Signs Exempt From Sign Permit Requirement. 

18.47.070 Prohibited Signs. 

18.47.080 Permanent Signs. 

18.47.090 Temporary Signs. 

18.47.100 Vehicles Signs. 

18.47.110 Murals. 

18.47.120 Flags, Banners, and Pennants. 

18.47.130 Master Sign Programs. 

18.47.140 Nonconforming Signs; Abandoned Uses. 

18.47.150 Safety, Maintenance, and Refacing. 

18.47.160 Enforcement and Removal. 

18.47.170 Severability. 
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18.47.010 Title.  This Chapter shall be known as the Regulatory Sign Ordinance of 

the City of National City, California. 

18.47.020 Authority, Scope, Intent, Purposes.   

A. Authority.  This Chapter is enacted pursuant to the City’s general and police 

powers, California Constitution Article XI, Section 7; California Government Code Sections 

65000 et seq., 65850(b), 38774, and 38775; Business and Professions Code Sections 5200 et 

seq., 5230, 5490 et seq., 13530 et seq. and 13540; Penal Code Section 556 et seq.; and other 

applicable state laws. 

B. Scope.  This Chapter regulates signs, as defined herein, which are located within 

the corporate limits of the City of National City and over which the City has land use regulatory 

authority, but not on City owned land. Signs on City land are subject to Chapter 13.28. Signs 

used in conjunction with parades, protests, demonstrations and outdoor public assemblies are 

regulated as temporary uses under Chapter 15.60.  

C. Intent.  By adoption of this Chapter, the City Council intends to create and 

implement a comprehensive system for the regulation of signs within the scope of this Chapter, 

with a regulation system that: 1) accommodates the expression rights of the First Amendment to 

the U.S. Constitution and the corollary provisions of the California Constitution; 2) comports with 

all applicable principles of federal and state constitutional, statutory and administrative law. 

D. Purposes and Interests Served.  The purposes of this Chapter include, but are 

not limited to: 1) serving the governmental and public interests in controlling visual clutter, 

community esthetics, and safety of drivers, passengers, and pedestrians; 2) aiding in the 

identification of properties, land uses, enterprises and other establishments; 3) enhancing the 

general appearance and esthetics of the urban environment; and 4) protecting the natural 

beauty of the City’s open space. 

 

18.47.030 Basic Principles.   

A. Message Neutrality Policy.  It is the policy of National City to regulate signs in a 

manner that does not favor commercial speech over noncommercial speech and does not 

regulate protected noncommercial speech by message content. 

B. Message Substitution Policy.  A constitutionally protected noncommercial 

message may be substituted, in whole or in part, for any allowed commercial message or any 

other protected noncommercial message, provided that the sign structure or mounting device is 

legal. Any substitution shall require the private property owner’s consent. The purpose of this 

provision is to prevent any favoring of commercial speech over non-commercial speech, or 

favoring of any particular protected noncommercial message over any other protected 

noncommercial message. The message substitution policy does not: 1) create a right to 

increase the total amount of sign display area on a site or parcel; 2) create a right to substitute 

an off-site commercial message in place of an onsite commercial message or in place of a 

noncommercial message; 3) affect the requirement that a sign structure or mounting device 

must be properly permitted; 4) authorize changing the physical method of image presentation 

(such as digital or neon) display without a permit; or 5) authorize a physical change to the sign 

structure without compliance with applicable building codes, safety codes, and neutrally-

applicable rules for sign size, height, orientation, setback, separation or illumination.  

C. Enforcement Authority.  The Director is authorized and directed to administer and 

enforce this Chapter. 
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D. Administrative Interpretations.  Interpretations of this Chapter are to be made 

initially by the Director in consultation with the City Attorney. The Director may refer an 

interpretation question to the Planning Commission. All interpretations of this Chapter are to be 

exercised in light of the message neutrality and message substitution policies. Where a 

particular type of sign is proposed, and the type is neither expressly allowed nor prohibited by 

this chapter, or whenever a sign does not qualify as a “structure” as defined in the Building 

Code, as adopted by the City, then the Planning Commission or Director, as applicable, shall 

approve, conditionally approve or disapprove the application based on the most similar sign 

type, using physical and structural similarity, that is expressly regulated by this chapter. 

E. Responsibility for Compliance.  The responsibility for compliance with this 

Chapter rests jointly and severally upon the sign owner, the permit holder, all parties holding the 

present right of possession and control of the property whereon a sign is located, mounted or 

installed, and the legal owner of the lot or parcel, even if the sign was mounted, installed, 

erected or displayed without the consent or knowledge of the owner and / or other parties 

holding the legal right to immediate possession and control. 

F. Onsite-Offsite Distinction.  Within this Chapter, the distinction between onsite 

signs and offsite signs applies only to commercial messages. It does not apply to non-

commercial messages. 

 

18.47.040 Definitions.  The following definitions apply to this Chapter, and to other 

chapters when cross-referenced by such other Chapters. 

“Banner” means any flexible material, such as cloth, plastic, vinyl, paper, cardboard or 

thin metal, with or without a message, attached outdoors to a building, structure or mounting 

device, or attached indoors to a building, structure or mounting device so as to be visible from 

the exterior of a building, or structure. The term "banner" includes a pennant, flag, or bunting. 

“Billboard” means a permanent sign structure in a fixed location which meets any one or 

more of the following criteria: (1) it is used for the display of off-site commercial messages; (2) 

the message display area, or any part thereof, is made available to message sponsors other 

than the owner(s) or operator(s) of the sign, typically for a fee or other consideration, i.e., it is 

general advertising for hire; (3) the sign is a principal or secondary use of the land, rather than 

appurtenant or accessory to some other principal use of the land.   

“Bunting” means a form of banner that is typically presented and displayed in a folded or 

gathered fashion or combination. It may include a display in combination with a flag or banner. 

Depending on the format of the display, the term may be synonymous with banner. 

“Changeable copy sign” means a sign displaying a message that is changed by means 

of moveable letters, slats, lights, light emitting diodes, or moveable background material. “Digital 

signs,” “dynamic signs,” and CEVMS (changeable electronic variable message signs) are all 

within this definition.    

“City” means the City of National City California. 

“City property” means any parcel of land or separately leasable space over which the 

City or any of its related entities, holds the present right of possession and control, regardless of 

who may hold legal fee title, or that is within the public right-of-way. 

“Commercial mascot” means a person or animal attired or decorated with commercial 

insignia, images, costumes, masks, or symbols, and/or holding signs displaying commercial 

messages, when a principal purpose is to draw attention to or advertise a commercial 
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enterprise. This definition includes “sign twirlers,” “sign clowns,” “sign spinners,” “sign twirlers,” 

and “human sandwich board” signs. Also known as “living signs.” 

“Commercial message” means a message that proposes a commercial transaction or 

pertains primarily to the economic and commercial interests of the message sponsor and/or the 

sign audience.  

“Construction site sign” means a sign that is displayed on the site of a construction 

development project during the period of time of actual construction. 

“Digital display” means display methods utilizing LED (light emitting diode), LCD (liquid 

crystal display), plasma display, projected images, or any functionally equivalent technology, 

and which is capable of automated, remote or computer control to change the image, either in a 

“slide show” manner (series of still images), or full motion animation, or any combination of 

them. 

“Director” means the City Manager or designee.  

“Directional sign” is a sign used to provide directions to pedestrians and vehicular traffic.  

“Election period” means that period of time which begins 60 days before a special, 

general, or primary election in which at least some registered voters in the City are eligible to 

vote, and ends ten days after such election. 

“Establishment” means any legal use of land, other than long-term residential, which 

involves the use of structures subject to the Building Code. By way of example and not 

limitation, this definition includes businesses, factories, farms, schools, hospitals, hotels and 

motels, offices and libraries, but does not include single-family homes, mobile homes, 

residential apartments, residential care facilities, or residential condominiums. Multi-unit housing 

developments are considered establishments during the time of construction; individual units 

are not within the meaning of establishment once a certificate of occupancy has been issued or 

once a full-time residency begins.  

“Establishment premises” means a specific occupancy within a building or upon a parcel 

of land, typically having a specific address and discrete entrance(s) and exit(s) so as to maintain 

a specific identity and location. 

“Flag” means a piece of fabric or other flexible material, usually rectangular, of distinctive 

design, used as a symbol.  

“Freestanding sign” means a sign which is principally supported on the ground by one or 

more uprights, braces, poles, pylons or other similar structural components. This category 

includes both monument and pole signs. 

“Frontage” when used as a measurement reference of a building or establishment 

premises, shall refer to the distance between the two most distant corners of a building 

measured in a straight line along the building face bordering the adjoining street. See Glossary 

pertaining to frontage when made applicable to a parcel of land. The term also refers to the 

elevation of a building that abuts or adjoins a private or public right-of-way or parking lot. 

“Garage sale sign” means a sign whose message concerns short-term rummage, estate, 

boutique, or garage sales of used or handmade common household items from a residential 

property.  

“General advertising,” also known as “general advertising for hire,” means the enterprise 

of advertising or promoting other businesses or causes using methods of advertising, in contrast 

to self-promotion or on-site advertising.  

“Height” means the distance measured vertically from grade to the highest point or 

portion of the object to be measured or height limited.  
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“Illegal sign” means a sign that was installed without proper City or other required 

approvals and/or permits at the time it was initially installed, and which has not been legalized 

by later action. This definition also includes a sign that was erected in conformance with all 

applicable laws, rules, and regulations in effect at the time of installation, but which was 

subsequently altered so as to be out of compliance with applicable law, including the terms of 

permits which authorized construction. All signs described in Business and Professions Code 

section 5499.1 and defined therein as an “illegal on-premises advertising display” are also within 

this definition. 

“Illuminated sign” means a sign whose message is made readable by internal or external 

lights or light emitting diodes (or functionally equivalent technology), typically (but not 

necessarily) during hours of darkness. 

“Install” or “installation” includes but is not limited to the act by which a sign is 

constructed or placed on land or a structure, or the act of attaching, painting, printing, 

producing, or reproducing, or using any other method or process by which a visual message is 

presented or placed upon a surface. 

 “Legal nonconforming sign” means a sign that complied with all applicable laws, rules 

and policies at the time of installation, and which has not been expanded beyond the originally 

applicable rules, but which does not conform to currently applicable law and rules. 

“Mobile billboard” means a sign on a wheeled conveyance (whether motorized or not) or 

water craft, including those which carry, convey, pull or transport any sign used for general 

advertising for hire. The term does not include vehicles and vessels that display identification 

information concerning the usual business or regular work of the vehicle/ vessel owner (not 

including general advertising).   

“Motor fuel price sign” means a sign of the type described and required by Business and 

Professions Code section 13530 et seq. 

“Monument sign” means a low-profile freestanding sign supported by a structural base or 

other solid structural features other than support poles, which may contain copy on more than 

one side. 

“Mural” or “mural-type sign” means a sign painted on the exterior wall of a building 

consisting of graphics or images, either alone or in combination with letters. Murals or mural-

type signs, including those described as artistic murals, shall be treated as any other sign 

subject to the signage area requirements.  

“Non-commercial message” means a constitutionally protected message that addresses 

topics of public concern or controversy such as, by way of example and not limitation, politics, 

religion, philosophy, science, art or social commentary.  

“Offsite sign” means a sign that advertises commercial products, accommodations, 

services, or activities not provided in or on the property or premises upon which it is located. 

The on-site/off-site distinction does not apply to non-commercial messages. 

“Onsite sign” means a sign that advertises the commercial business, accommodation, 

services, or activities provided on the premises on which the sign is located, or is expected to be 

provided in the near future, such as “coming soon” movie posters. In the case of developments 

subject to a master sign program, all establishments subject to the program are considered on-

site whenever located within any location subject to the program. All establishments within a 

shopping center are on-site as to any sign(s) also located within that shopping center. The on-

site/off-site distinction does not apply to non-commercial messages.  
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“Outdoors” means a location on undeveloped property or the exterior of a building or 

structure. 

“Parcels” or “property” or similar references or descriptions mean parcels defined or 

delineated by assessor parcel numbers maintained by the County tax assessor or as defined in 

the Glossary of this Code.  

“Pennant” is a banner with three sides, or swallow-tail form.  

“Permanent sign” means a sign that is solidly attached to a building, structure, or the 

ground by means of mounting brackets, bolts, welds, or other combination of attachment 

methods, thereby rendering the sign non-moveable or difficult to reposition without the use of 

machinery, cutting devices, or mechanical devices. See also “temporary sign.” 

“Pole sign” means a permanently mounted, freestanding sign which is supported above 

the ground by one or more uprights, braces, poles, or other similar structural components. 

“Projecting sign” is any sign which projects beyond a building face and uses a wall or 

vertical element of a building as its main source of support. The term includes a double-faced 

sign that is installed more or less perpendicular to the face of a building so as to allow a 

message to be viewable from either side. The term does not include signs that are installed 

along the face of a building and that are completely attached to the face of a building. 

“Real Estate Sign” means any sign whose message concerns a proposed economic 

transaction involving real estate, including all signs described in Civil Code 713. 

“Residential Sign” means a sign displayed on a legal, individual dwelling unit. The term 

does not apply to management offices of apartment complexes or mobile home parks, or to 

hotels, motels, inns or other places of transient occupancy. 

“Responsible Party” means the permittee, property owner, or owner or person in charge 

of the sign. 

“Rooftop sign” or “Roof-mounted sign” means a sign that extends above the ridgeline of 

the roof of a building or a sign attached to any portion of the roof of a building. 

“Safety Codes” refers to the Building, Electrical, Plumbing, Grading, and similar codes 

which ensure safe construction.  

“Shopping center” shall mean a group of commercial buildings as defined in the 

Glossary. 

“Sign” as used in this Chapter, generally means the public display of any visually 

communicative image placed on public display and visible from the exterior of any portion of the 

public right of way or place open to passage by the public. Notwithstanding the generality of the 

foregoing, the term “sign” does not include: 

1. Aerial banners towed behind aircraft; 

2. Architectural features – decorative or architectural features of buildings 

(not including lettering, trademarks or moving parts), which do not perform a communicative 

function (examples include color stripes around an office building or retail store); 

3. Automated Teller Machines (ATM’s), when not used for general 

advertising; 

4. Cornerstones and foundation stones; 

5. The legal use of fireworks, candles and artificial lighting not otherwise 

regulated by this chapter; 

6. Grave markers, gravestones, headstones, mausoleums, shrines, and 

other markers of the deceased; 

7. Historical monuments, plaques and tablets; 
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8. Holiday and cultural observance decorations displayed in season, 

including inflatable objects, on private residential property which are on display for not more 

than 45 calendar days per year (cumulative, per dwelling unit) and which do not include 

commercial messages; 

9. Inflatable gymnasiums associated with legal residential uses – inflatable, 

temporary, moveable, gymnasium devices commonly used for children’s birthday parties, and 

similar devices (also called “party jumps” or “bounce houses”); 

10. Interior graphics – visual communicative devices that are located entirely 

within a building or other enclosed structure and are not visible from the exterior thereof; 

11. Manufacturers’ marks – marks on tangible products, which identify the 

maker, seller, provider or product, and which customarily remain attached to the product even 

after sale; 

12. Mass transit graphics – graphic images mounted on duly licensed and 

authorized mass transit vehicles that legally pass through the city; 

13. News racks, newspaper vending devices and newsstands; 

14. Personal appearance: makeup, masks, wigs, costumes, jewelry, apparel 

and the like, unless it constitutes a commercial mascot; 

15. Safety warnings on motorized or electrified equipment;  

16. Searchlights used as part of a search and rescue or other emergency 

service operation (this exclusion does not apply to searchlights used as attention attracting 

devices for commercial or special events); 

17. Shopping carts, golf carts, horse drawn carriages, and similar devices 

(any motorized vehicle which may be legally operated upon a public right-of-way is not within 

this exclusion); 

18. Symbols embedded in architecture – symbols of non-commercial 

organizations or concepts including, but not limited to, religious or political symbols, when such 

are permanently integrated into the structure of a permanent building which is otherwise legal, 

by way of example and not limitation, such symbols include stained glass windows on churches, 

carved or bas relief doors or walls, bells and religious statuary; 

19. Vehicle and vessel insignia – on street legal vehicles and properly 

licensed watercraft: license plates, license plate frames, registration insignia, non-commercial 

messages, messages relating to the business of which the vehicle or vessel is an instrument or 

tool (not including general advertising) and messages relating to the proposed sale, lease or 

exchange of the vehicle or vessel.   

20. Vending machines, automated intake devices and product dispensing 

devices which do not display off-site commercial messages or general advertising messages; 

21. Window displays – the display of merchandise in a store window, when 

such merchandise is immediately available for purchase. 

“Signage” is the collective noun for all signs on a given parcel, lot or location, or within a 

stated classification; 

“Sign area” means that portion of a sign which consists of visually communicative copy, 

including the advertising surface and any framing, trim, or molding but not including the 

supporting structure, measured one side only, provided that the angle between faces for two-

sided signs does not exceed 30 degrees.  
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“Sign copy” means the visually communicative elements, including but not limited to 

words, letters, numbers, designs, figures, or other symbolic presentation incorporated into a 

sign with the purpose of attracting attention to the subject matter or message. 

“Sign face” means the portion of a sign that is available for displaying sign copy, together 

with any frame, color, panel, ornamental molding, or condition which forms an integral part of 

the sign copy and which is used to differentiate such sign copy from any wall or background 

against which it may be placed. Those portions of the supports, uprights, or base of a sign that 

do not function as a sign shall not be considered as part of a sign face. 

“Sign height” means the vertical distance of a sign from the uppermost point used in 

measuring the sign area to the ground immediately below such point or to the level of the upper 

surface of the nearest curb of a street or alley (other than a structurally elevated roadway), 

whichever measurement permits the greater elevation of the sign. 

“Special Event” means an activity or event that occurs rarely or irregularly, is open to the 

public, and is of a duration not exceeding 7 days. Any event that is subject to a Temporary Use 

Permit will be considered within this definition. By way of example and not limitation, special 

events include circus or carnival runs, 4th of July Festival, Easter Egg Hunt, Relay for Life, 

Christmas Tree Lighting, parking lot sales at shopping centers and malls, holiday celebrations, 

Auto Heritage Day, etc. 

“Temporary message” means a message that pertains exclusively to an event which 

occurs on, or ends on, a particular day. 

“Temporary sign” means a sign that is constructed of lightweight or flimsy material, and 

is easily installed and removed using ordinary hand tools. Any sign that qualifies as a “structure” 

under the Building Code is not within this definition. 

“Visibility triangle” means at the intersection of any two or more streets, that area 

extending horizontally 50 feet from the corner of the intersection and vertically, from a height of 

three feet to a height of eight feet.  

“Visible to the exterior” refers to the placement of a sign or banner within the interior first 

eight feet of a commercial or industrial building or structure in such a manner so that it or its 

message is readily visible on an immediately contiguous public right-of-way, parking lot, or 

parcel. To be visible does not require that the message be understandable or readable. 

“Wall sign” means a sign that is attached to, erected against or painted on the wall of a 

building or other vertical structure. 

“Warning sign” means a sign that is posted to provide notice of danger, such as “Beware 

of Dog,” “Railroad Crossing,” “Danger High Voltage” or noting the location of underground 

utilities. 

“Window sign” means a sign that is painted or mounted on a window pane, or that is 

mounted within five feet of a window and oriented for viewing by exterior passersby.  

“Zone” refers both to the zone classifications given in 18.20.020, and to the specific 

areas or districts to which a given zoning classification applies. 

 

18.47.050 Sign Permits, Other Sign-Related Decisions, Appeals. 

A. Sign Permit Generally Required.  Unless exempted from the sign permit 

requirement, all signs regulated by this Chapter may be installed, maintained, erected, or 

displayed only pursuant to sign permit pursuant to this Chapter, and a finding of compliance is 

made by the Planning Division, using the design criteria identified in this Chapter and other 
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applicable regulations. A sign permit may be approved subject to conditions, so long as those 

conditions are required by this Chapter or some other applicable law, rule or regulation. 

B. Compliance Required.  No permit shall be issued for any sign or sign structure 

except in compliance with the provisions of this Chapter. A sign permit may be subject to 

compliance with permitting requirements imposed by other sources of law, including the safety 

codes for building, electrical, plumbing, grading, etc. Where there is a conflict between the 

provision of this Chapter and other applicable regulations, the more restrictive shall apply.  

C. Right to Permit or Display.  When any sign permit application is complete and 

fully complies with all applicable provisions of this Chapter, and all other applicable laws, rules 

and regulations, the permit shall be approved and issued within the required time. In the case of 

signs which are exempt from the sign permit requirement, there is a right to erect, display, and 

maintain such signs as are authorized by this Chapter, subject to the applicable rules. This “right 

to permit” provision does not apply when the relevant city law is under active consideration for 

amendment at the time the application for a sign permit is submitted, or when the rules or 

regulations relevant to the application are changed prior to the expiration of the time for 

decision.  

D. Legally Existing Signs; Alterations.  Signs legally existing prior to the effective 

date of this Chapter shall be exempt from the sign permit requirement unless a structural 

alteration is made, the sign area or any other point of nonconformity is enlarged or expanded, or 

there is some other change in the structural elements of the sign. Structural alterations and 

expansions require a sign permit. 

E. Review.  All sign permit applications shall be initially reviewed by the Director. In 

the case of any discretionary permit in which signage is included, such as a master sign 

program, a specific plan including signs, a variance, or an appeal, the Director shall prepare a 

report for the body which shall hear the matter, the Planning Commission or City Council. The 

report may, but is not required, to include recommendations. 

F. Application for a Sign Permit.  Any person seeking a sign permit for a sign shall 

submit to the Director a written application for such. The Director shall prepare a sign permit 

application form and provide it to any person on request, along with such other materials and 

information as applicants need to submit for a permit. The same form may be used for both the 

application and the decision thereon. A single form may be used for multiple signs on the same 

site; however, the Director may make separate decisions as to each sign. A sign permit 

application is complete only when it is accompanied by the appropriate application fee, in an 

amount set by resolution of the City Council.  

G. Application Contents.  The sign permit application form may call for the following 

information: 

1. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant and, if applicable, 

the name, address, and telephone number; when the applicant is not the holder of legal title to 

the property, consent to the installation of the sign by the person(s) or entities who hold legal 

title and the present right of possession and control of the property; when the sign is proposed 

to be installed by a sign contractor, the name, address, contact information, and the license 

number, if any, of the contractor;  

2. As to the proposed location for the sign, multiple sets of a fully 

dimensioned Site Plan (drawn to scale) indicating the street address, Assessor’s Parcel 

Number, zone classification, all property lines, public and private street lines (including center 
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lines), structures, easements, utility poles and wires, and the location and size (in square feet) 

of all existing and proposed signs; 

3. As to existing signs already on parcel, information as to whether each is 

permitted or exempt from permitting; 

4. Accurate and scaled building elevation showing existing and proposed 

building signs; including existing and proposed sign area of each individual sign and the 

combined area of all signs (including those already existing or previously permitted) in relation 

to the maximum allowed sign area; 

5. A statement as to whether the sign is intended to be used in whole or in 

part for off-site commercial messages, advertising for hire or general advertising; 

6. A statement or graphical description as to whether the proposed sign, or 

any part of it, is proposed to utilize any of the following physical methods of message 

presentation: sound; odor, smoke, fumes or steam; rotating, moving or animated elements; 

activation by wind or forced air; neon or other fluorescing gases; fluorescent or day-glow type 

colors; flashing or strobe lighting; light emitting diodes, liquid crystal displays or other video-like 

methods; digital display technology; use of live animals or living persons as part of the display; 

mannequins or statuary; 

7. A statement as to whether the property or parcel on which the sign is 

proposed to be erected or displayed, or any currently existing sign thereon, is the subject of any 

outstanding notice of zoning violation or notice to correct, including whether any such 

deficiencies are to be remedied by the proposed application; 

8. Photographs of the existing property, parcel and/or building on which the 

sign is proposed to be erected or displayed; 

9. In the case of any proposed sign which is subject to a discretionary 

process, such as a variance, conditional use permit, or sign program, all information required by 

such process(es); 

10. The Director is authorized to modify the list of information to be provided 

on a sign permit application; however, additions may be made only after thirty (30) days public 

notice. The Director is also authorized to request, require, or accept application materials, in 

whole or in part, in electronic form, and to specify the acceptable computer formats for such 

submissions. 

H. Completeness.  As the first step in processing a sign permit application, the 

Director shall determine whether the application is complete. If the application is not complete, 

the applicant shall be so notified in person or in writing initially within 30 days of the date of 

receipt of the application; the notice of incompleteness shall state the points of deficiency and 

identify any additional information necessary. The applicant shall then have thirty (30) calendar 

days, to submit additional information to render the application complete.  

I. Disqualification.  No sign permit application will be approved if:  

1. The applicant has installed a sign in violation of the provisions of this 

Chapter and, at the time of submission of the application, each illegal or non-permitted sign has 

not been legalized, removed or a cure included in the application; 

2. There is any other existing code violation located on the site of the 

proposed sign(s) (other than an illegal or nonconforming sign that is not owned or controlled by 

the applicant and is located at a different establishment) which has not been cured at the time of 

the application, unless the noncompliance is proposed to be cured as part of the application; 
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3. The sign application is substantially the same as an application previously 

denied, unless: (i) twelve (12) months have elapsed since the date of the last application, or (ii) 

new evidence or proof of changed conditions is furnished in the new application; 

4. The applicant has not obtained any applicable required use permit or 

conditional use permit. However, applications for such permits may be processed 

simultaneously with a sign permit application. 

J. Applications for Multiple Signs.  When an application proposes two or more 

signs, the application may be granted either in whole or in part, with separate decisions as to 

each proposed sign. When a multiple sign application is denied in whole or in part, the Director’s 

written notice of determination shall specify the grounds for such denial. 

K. Discretion.  When discretion is authorized for a master sign program or site plan 

review, that discretion may be exercised only as to location, structural and safety factors, and 

not as to message content, graphic design or artistic merit. Permissible factors for consideration 

include: style or character of existing improvements upon the site and lots adjacent to the site; 

construction materials; number and spacing of signs in the area; the sign’s height, design, and 

location in relation to its proposed use; form, proportion, scale, overall sign size; potential effect 

of the proposed sign on driver and pedestrian safety; potential blocking of view (whole or partial) 

of a structure or facade or public view of historical or architectural significance; potential 

obstruction of views of users of adjacent buildings. 

L. Master Sign Programs.  Permit applications for Master Sign Programs as part of 

planned commercial, office-professional and industrial development shall include the above 

information as part of a Site Development Plan or Specific Plan. When approval is sought for a 

development that includes one or more signs, then the sign aspects of the proposed 

development must satisfy the applicable provisions of this Chapter. In addition, when a 

development project will have 6 or more leased spaces, it must also comply with the Master 

Sign Program requirements set forth in Section 18.47.130. Such proposals may be reviewed by 

the Director and shall be decided by the Planning Commission. In preparing a report for the 

Planning Commission, the Director may, but is not required to, make recommendations.  

M. Revocation or Cancellation.  The Director may revoke any approval or permit 

upon refusal or failure of the permittee to comply with the provisions of the permit and the 

requirements of this Chapter, after written notice of noncompliance and at least fifteen (15) 

calendar days opportunity to cure. However, opportunity to cure does not apply when a sign, by 

virtue of its physical condition, constitutes an immediate and significant threat to public safety. 

N. Permits Issued in Error.  Any approval or permit issued in error may be 

summarily revoked by the Director upon written notice to the permittee, stating the reason for 

the revocation. “Issued in error” means that the permit should not have been issued in the first 

place and includes but is not limited to omissions, errors or misrepresentations in the application 

materials, and oversights or errors in the processing thereof.  

O. Inspections.  All signs subject to one or more safety permits (building, plumbing, 

electrical, grading, etc.) require final inspection and approval by the Building Official. 

P. Sign-Related Decisions.  Challenges or objections to sign-related decisions, 

notices and orders, other than approval or denial of a sign permit, do not require a particular 

form, but must be in writing, signed by the applicant or challenger, and particularly state the 

matter challenged and the grounds therefore. Challenges shall be made to the Director within 

30 days of the date of the decision, notice, and/or order. Challenges and objections to sign-

related decisions not made in accordance with these procedures shall not be eligible for appeal.  
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Q. Levels of Review; Order of Review.  Except for signs subject to initial review by 

the Planning Commission, initial review and decisions on all sign permit applications shall be by 

the Director unless otherwise stated herein; appeal is first to the Planning Commission and then 

to City Council. 

R. Safety Codes.  When a proposed sign, by virtue of its physical, structural, 

location, and other non-message factors, is subject to any permits or requirements under the 

safety codes, then satisfaction of such requirements shall be a condition of the sign permit. 

S. Permit Denial.  When a sign permit application is denied, the denial shall be in 

writing and sent or delivered to the address shown on the applicant’s application form, and shall 

specifically state the grounds for denial.  

T. Timely Decision.  At each level of review or appeal, the decision shall be 

rendered in writing within 30 calendar days. The time period begins running when an appeal, 

challenge, or objection is received, the application is complete (or is deemed complete because 

no notice of incompleteness has been given), an amendment is received, or the notice of appeal 

has been filed, whichever applies. The timely decision requirement may be waived by the 

applicant or appellant.  If a decision is not rendered within the required time, then the application 

or appeal shall be deemed denied; in the case of an appeal, the lower level decision shall be 

deemed affirmed. 

U. Appeal.  Any decision regarding a sign permit application or other sign-related 

decision may be appealed by any affected person. Notices of Appeal and challenges and 

objections to sign-related decisions must be filed with the City Clerk within thirty calendar days 

of the decision; if City offices are not open on the thirtieth day, then the time period is extended 

to the next day City offices are open to the public. Appeals shall be heard by the Planning 

Commission. The decision of the Planning Commission may be appealed to the City Council 

pursuant to 18.12.060, as augmented by this Chapter. The appeal right arises at the earliest of: 

a) the date of the written decision that is delivered to the applicant, or b) the time for decision 

has run without a written decision. The Notice of Appeal, Objection, or Challenge must state 

specifically the matter appealed from and the grounds for appeal. Notices of Appeal must be 

signed by the appellant or their authorized agent, representative, or attorney. 

V. Status Quo.  During the pendency of review or appeal, the status quo of the 

subject sign(s) shall be maintained. This does not apply whenever a sign, by virtue of its 

physical condition, constitutes an immediate threat to public safety. 

W. Judicial Review.  Following final decision by the City Council, any affected person 

may seek judicial review of the final decision on a sign permit application or other sign-related 

decision pursuant to the applicable provisions of the California Code of Civil Procedure.   

X. Notices.  Written notices by the City, required within this Chapter, shall be 

deemed given on the earliest of the following: when personally delivered, when publicly posted, 

or on the day of mailing. Notices are deemed effective when sent to the last known address of 

the addressee.  

 

18.47.060  Signs Exempt From Sign Permit Requirement.  The signs listed in this 

section are exempt from the requirement of prior approval (either by sign permit or site plan 

review), but still subject to the rules stated in this Chapter. When any residential sign meets the 

definition of “structure” in the Building Code, or is electrified, then compliance with all safety 

codes (building permits, electrical permits, etc.) is required. Signs may also be exempted from 
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the sign permit requirement by other sections of this Chapter, other chapters of this code, or 

other bodies of law.   

A. Residential Signs. All legal residential dwelling units are allowed a defined 

maximum cumulative display area, which is available at all times, subject to: 

1. Physical types: residential signs may be free standing or mounted on 

doors, walls, or fences; flag poles not exceeding 25 feet cumulative of linear footage; roof-

mounted signs are prohibited; 

2. Permissible message types: any variety or combination of constitutionally 

protected noncommercial speech (including but not limited to political / election signs); real 

estate signs (must be removed not more than five days after the proposed economic transaction 

is completed, or the property goes off the market); garage sale signs compliant with the other 

provisions in the Municipal Code addressing garage sales which is currently set forth at Section 

7.21.060; construction site signs;  

3. Prohibited message types: commercial messages other than those 

specified in the preceding subsection; general advertising for hire; any message whose public 

display is illegal; 

4. Maximum display area: 16 square feet per parcel at all times; except that 

during the Election Period, this allowance may be increased up to 32 square feet per parcel per 

street frontage visible from the public right of way. The maximum display area is the cumulative 

total of all signs that are subject to the area limit. Not included within with the cumulative total: 

indicators of street address and occupants’ name(s), visual images mounted on the ground (i.e., 

door mats);  

5. Illumination: special illumination of residential signs is prohibited; 

residential signs may be illuminated only by natural and legal ambient lighting; 

B. Construction Site Signs, subject to: 

1. On single-family residential properties, construction site signs shall be no 

larger than 20 square feet per street frontage;   

2. For all other construction projects: maximum display area for signs shall 

be no greater than 50 square feet per frontage; 

3. Construction site signs must be removed prior to final inspection or before 

issuance of a certificate of completion or certificate of occupancy, as applicable; 

4. Illumination: prohibited. 

C. Signs required or authorized by other bodies of law or court orders;   

D. Signs required by the fire department to designate fire lanes; 

E. Nameplate identification signs and combination name plates and address signs 

with letters that do not exceed three inches in height, are not illuminated, and do not exceed 

four square feet in area;  

F. Window signs that do not exceed 15% of the area of a window or 12 square feet, 

whichever is less;  

G. Warning signs such as "no parking," "watch dogs," "private property," and 

"security service" that are not illuminated, do not exceed one square foot in area each, and do 

not project over a public right-of-way. No more than three of these signs shall be allowed per 

premises;  

H. Bulletin boards, provided they do not exceed sixteen square feet in area, do not 

project over a public right of way, and are not illuminated; 
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18.47.070 Prohibited Signs.  The signs listed in this section are prohibited in all 

zones and at all times unless explicitly authorized or allowed by another provision of this 

Chapter, another chapter of the code, or other applicable law. 

1. New billboards, conversion of existing billboards to digital or dynamic or 

tri-vision display, expansion of the display face of any existing billboard (except as authorized by 

state law), and the installation of an additional display face to an existing billboard structure; 

2. Mobile billboards, but not including taxis or shuttle vehicles or public 

transportation vehicles that legally pass through the city;  

3. Signs mounted on roofs, water towers, radio, television, or cell phone 

towers; 

4. Signs mounted on fences; 

5. Signs mounted on trees, bushes, or vegetation;   

6. Signs placed on property (public or private) without consent of the 

property owner or other party holding the present right of possession and control;  

7. Signs that obstruct any window, door, gate or opening used or required 

as a means of regular ingress or egress, legal light or ventilation, as a fire escape or other 

emergency access or escape; 

8. Signs displayed on vacant or undeveloped lots; 

9. Signs whose intensity of illumination or size, shape or location interferes 

with the safe operation of a vehicle or creates distraction to the operator of a wheeled vehicle on 

adjoining public streets; 

10. Signs mounted in such a manner as to obstruct the free flow of vehicular 

or pedestrian traffic;  

11. Signs that are confusingly similar to authorized, official traffic and 

pedestrian control signs, even though they are in fact not traffic control signs; 

12. Signs using animation, flashing, blinking, or intermittent light exceeding 

any of these operational parameters: 

a. Illumination equivalent to incandescent light bulbs of sixty watts 

maximum per bulb; 

b. Flashes or blinks more than 15 times per minute; 

c. Chaser lights; 

d. High intensity neon lights, tubes and flashing lights are prohibited 

on animated and flashing signs; 

e. Rotating beacon lighting elements. 

13. Advertising or attention-getting devices that are inflatable, float in air or 

water, or are activated by wind or forced air; 

14. Temporary signs displaying off-site commercial messages or used for 

general advertising for hire, unless required by state law; 

15. Signs placed in the public right-of-way, unless explicitly allowed by 

Chapter 13.28. 

16.  Signs mounted on motor vehicles parked in the public right of way. 

 

18.47.080  Permanent Signs.  Unless specifically exempted herein, all permanent 

signs require a sign permit. The following three types of signs are categorically exempt from this 

sign permit requirement: 1) signs installed and displayed pursuant to court order, statutory 
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requirement or authorization; 2) signs on residential properties; 3) signs posted by any 

governmental entity in the execution of its official duties. 

A. Signs less than six square feet.  The display on any non-residential parcel of any 

single sign or banner that is less than six square feet in area is allowed and is exempt from 

obtaining a sign permit.  

B. Directional Signs.  Directional signs that do not exceed a total of three square 

feet in size per sign, and total area combined does not exceed nine square feet per parcel, are 

allowed, and are exempt from obtaining a sign permit.  

C. Freestanding Signs.  A maximum of two freestanding or monument signs, not to 

exceed a total of one hundred square feet, are allowed, subject to a sign permit, for single-

family subdivisions, multi-family developments, and mobile home parks. 

D. Flags.  On residential land uses, a total of 24 square feet of flag area may be 

displayed at any and all times; on non-residential land uses, a total of 40 square feet of flag area 

may be displayed at any and all times. The number of flag poles is limited to cumulative linear 

footage as follows: 25 feet on residential lots and 35 feet on all other parcels or lots. Flag poles 

intended for permanent use are subject to appropriate building permits.  

E. Permanent Signs in Commercial, Industrial, Mixed-Use, and Institutional Zones.  

Except in shopping centers (where special rules, stated in the next subsection, apply) and public 

assembly uses (to which special rules, stated below, apply), permanent signs may be installed 

on or along the face of a building in commercial zones and commercial uses in a mixed-use 

zone, and industrial or institutional zones, subject to the following: 

1. Signs exceeding twenty five square feet in display area: 

a. Maximum number: one sign per establishment premise per 

frontage along a street, freeway, or parking lot; 

b. Sign area on the primary frontage shall not exceed 30 percent of 

the area of the building face or four square feet of sign for each linear foot of building face along 

that frontage, whichever is greater; 

c. Sign area on a secondary frontage shall not exceed 15 percent of 

the area of the building face or two square feet per linear foot of secondary frontage, whichever 

is greater; 

d. The sign face shall not be located, such as by a cabinet, deep 

lettering, or architectural feature, more than 18 inches from a building face.  

2. Permanent signs with 25 square feet or less of display area in 

Commercial, Industrial, Institutional, Mixed-Use and Multi-Family Zones: 

a. Location: only in windows or along the face of a building; 

b. Maximum total cumulative area: not exceeding ten percent of the 

wall or elevation on which the sign is placed; 

F. Permanent Signs in Shopping Centers.  Permanent signs for establishments 

within a shopping center shall be limited to one per establishment premises per frontage on a 

common walkway, parking lot, driveway, alleyway, street, or freeway. The size and placement of 

these signs shall conform with the standards specified for Permanent Signs in Commercial, 

Industrial, Mixed-Use and Institutional Zones (Subsection 18.47.080(E)) as well as standards 

that may be applied through any required City Council or Planning Commission approval, 

including but not limited to a conditional use permit, planned development permit, specific plan, 

or variance.  
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G. Public Assembly Uses.  On property used for public assembly, with periodically 

changing programs, the following signs may be installed and displayed, subject to a sign permit: 

1. Wall sign: one wall mounted sign not to exceed twenty square feet in area 

per street frontage or parking lot frontage; and  

2. One freestanding changeable copy directory sign not to exceed six feet in 

height and twelve square feet in area per street frontage or parking lot frontage shall be allowed;  

3. Provided, however, that the signs shall be architecturally related to the 

structure to which they are appurtenant; 

4. Number Limit: No more than two wall-mounted signs plus no more than 

two freestanding signs. 

H. Pole or Monument Signs in Commercial, Industrial, Mixed-Use, and Institutional 

Zones.  Pole-mounted or freestanding signs are allowed subject to a sign permit in the 

commercial and industrial zones and non-residential uses in a mixed-use zone, subject to: 

1. Number Limit: Pole signs or monument signs shall be limited to one sign 

per frontage on street, freeway, or parking lot, and may include a cluster sign identifying 

individual businesses on the parcel(s); 

2. Display Area Limit:  

a. The total area of any sign installed along the primary frontage 

shall not exceed four square feet per lineal foot of property on the primary frontage; 

b. The total area of any sign installed along each secondary frontage 

shall not exceed two square feet per lineal foot of property on the secondary frontage; 

3. Location: Sign structures shall not be placed within the required setback 

area applicable to that zone, except that projecting signs may protrude into or overhang a 

maximum distance of one-half of the setback.  

4. Height Limit: Pole signs may be 1½ feet high for each 1-foot away from 

the centerline of the street on which the sign is located, but in no case exceeding: 

a. MXC 1 & MXD 1 zones -  50 feet; 

b. MXC 2 & MXD 2 zones -  50 feet. Signs exceeding 50 feet may be 

allowed if located near a freeway and approved by the Planning Commission as compatible with 

the other uses near the site;  

c. CA & CS zones - 50 feet. Signs exceeding 50 feet may be 

allowed, up to a maximum of 75 feet, if located near a freeway and approved by the Planning 

Commission as compatible with the other uses near the site; 

d. Industrial zones - 70 feet. 

e.  Institutional zones – 50 feet. 

I. Rotating Signs in Commercial and Industrial Zones.  Signs that rotate are 

restricted to no more than eight revolutions per minute. Rotating signs are allowable only in 

commercial and industrial zones.  

J. Projecting Signs in Commercial, Industrial, Mixed-Use, and Institutional Zones.  

Projecting signs may be installed and displayed, subject to a sign permit, in all commercial, 

industrial, mixed-use, and institutional zones, subject to: 

1. Projecting signs shall not project over any public right-of-way, including 

streets or alleys, except as provided in Subsection D, below; 

2. The maximum height of any projecting sign shall be 12 feet, and may 

project above any eave or parapet of less than 12 feet in height, but may not project inward over 

any such eave or parapet. 
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3. Maximum display area for all sides: 32 square feet. 

4. Projecting signs may project over street parkways and required setback 

areas a maximum of one-half of the street parkway or setback width. For the purpose of this 

section, "street parkway" is defined as that part of the public street right-of-way lying between 

the front property line and the edge of the roadway.  

5. Number limit: No more than one projecting sign shall be placed on each 

street frontage per business premises. 

6. Qualification: A projecting sign shall be permitted only in lieu of a 

freestanding or marquee sign, and may not be utilized in addition to a freestanding or marquee 

sign. 

7. Design: Projecting signs shall be supported so as to appear to be an 

architectural and integral part of the building. The sign shall be free of any extra bracing, angle 

iron, guy wires, or cables. 

K. Digital Display Signs.  Signs using digital display are allowed in the following 

zones: industrial, commercial, and mixed-use districts, subject to a sign permit, and subject to: 

1. Maximum height: the same rule that would apply to the same sign if it 

were not using digital display;  

2.  Minimum requirement: digital display must be part of a master sign 

program; 

3. Maximum display area:  

a. For properties that front on arterial roadways, the digital display 

portion of the sign structure shall not exceed 25% of the allowable display area;  

b. For properties that front on highways, the digital display portion of 

a sign shall not exceed 50% of the allowable display area;   

c. Maximum Number: No more than one sign using digital display 

may be permitted on a site. The electronic message display may be single-faced or double-

faced.  

d. Signs using digital display may not project moving images or 

images that appear to move; each still image must be on display a minimum of 8 seconds; 

transitions between still images shall not exceed one second.  

e. Light Intensity: each sign using digital display shall include a 

photometric sensor that will adjust the intensity of the sign for daytime and nighttime viewing. 

The nighttime intensity shall be limited to 0.3 foot-candles (over ambient levels) as measured at 

a preset distance as established by the Lewin Report as prepared for the Outdoor Advertising 

Association of America (OAAA). The city may modify or further restrict the intensity of any DAD 

display should the lighting create a distraction to drivers or an adverse effect on nearby 

residential property.  

f. Operational Hours: the digital display portion of any sign shall not 

be operated between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  

g. Signs using digital display shall be shielded or the light intensity 

reduced as necessary to prevent annoying glare impacting surrounding properties.  

h. All new signs using digital display, which are not attached to a 

building, shall be mounted on one support column only. 

i. Signs using digital display may be located on the wall of a 

building, provided the sign does not obscure any of the building's windows, architectural 

features, or other architectural details.  



Signs & Outdoor Advertising Displays 18 Ordinance No. 2015 - _____ 

NCMC Chapter 18.47  (Date) 

 

j. No sign using digital display may be placed within one mile of 

another sign using digital display on the same side of a highway. No sign using digital display 

may be placed within 1000’ of another digital display on any street. 

k. Signs using digital display are limited to noncommercial messages 

and onsite commercial messages; such signs may not be used as billboards or for purposes of 

general advertising for hire. 

 

18.47.090 Temporary Signs.  All temporary signs must have attached to them 

contact information for the persons and/or entities placing the signs on public display. Such 

information must include, at a minimum, the name of the person(s) and/or entities, and currently 

valid contact information such as phone number, mailing address, or email address. The 

purpose of this requirement is to give the City a way to contact persons who exceeded the time 

limit or other rules regarding display of certain signs, and give them an opportunity to cure the 

violation. The contact information must be in an easily readable, common typeface, such as 

Times New Roman, Garamond, Helvetica, Arial, or similar. Type size much be at least ten 

point.  

A. Construction Site Signs.  Temporary signs may be installed and displayed on 

construction sites without permit, subject to: 

1. The maximum total area for signs at single-family residential construction 

projects shall be 20 square feet per street frontage; 

2. The maximum area of signage at other construction projects shall be 50 

square feet per street frontage; 

3. For any request for square-footage exceeding the limits set forth in 

Subsections A.1. and A.2., a temporary use permit is required, the granting or denial of which 

shall be based solely on objective criteria such as time, location, and size; 

4. All signs must be removed prior to and as a condition of the final 

inspection and approval of the project. 

B. Temporary Signs Regarding Real Property Offered For Sale or Lease.  

Temporary signs may be installed and displayed on real property that is currently offered for 

sale or lease, or otherwise pursuant to Civil Code 713, without a sign permit, subject to:  

1. A maximum of two temporary signs may be installed on developed or 

undeveloped property, with the following requirements and specifications for the sign:  

a. The maximum area of signage allowed by this section per parcel 

per street frontage in commercial, industrial, mixed-use, multi-family, or institutional zones shall 

be 50 square feet; 

b. These signs shall not be specially illuminated;  

c. Such signs shall be removed within ten days following the lease or 

sale of the premises on which the sign is displayed. 

C. Temporary Signs for Special Events.  Temporary signs may be installed and 

displayed when related to and for the duration of thirty (30) days prior and five (5) days after a 

special event, subject to:  

1. Special Event Signs in Commercial, Industrial, Multi-family, Mixed-use 

and Institutional zones 

a. Temporary signs which do not cumulatively exceed 32 square feet 

in display area per street frontage, are allowed subject to a special event permit; 
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b. Temporary signs, except flags and banners, shall not be fastened 

directly to the exterior wall or face of any building. Temporary signs may be displayed in 

windows or on display boards, provided the combined total area of all signs does not exceed ten 

percent of the area of the building face upon which the signs are mounted. (See Section 

18.47.120 for restrictions on flags and banners.) 

D. Temporary Signs in Residential Zones.  Refer to Section 18.47.060 for signs in 

residential zones. 

 

18.47.100 Vehicle Signs.  Buses and taxis that legally traverse the public streets 

may display advertising; however, mobile billboards are prohibited on public streets and parking 

spaces.  

 

18.47.110 Murals.  Murals or mural-type signs, including those described as artistic 

murals, shall be treated as any other sign subject to signage area requirements.  

 

18.47.120 Flags, Banners, and Pennants.  Permit required: All banners require the 

approval of the planning division. In order to obtain approval, see application and drawings 

required at the city planning division.  

A. Auto Sales Lots.  These provisions apply to all motor vehicle sales. Flags, 

banners, and pennants may be displayed on automobile sales lots without time limitation or site 

plan review, provided that:  

1. The displays are properly maintained; 

2. Displays are limited to the perimeter of the lot; 

3. Displays do not exceed a height of twenty-five feet above the ground; 

4. Displays may not be used in place of a permanent sign. 

B. Other Commercial and Industrial Uses.  Flags, banners, and pennants may be 

displayed on other commercial and industrial uses for a cumulative period of sixty days within 

each calendar year. The time limit commences when a banner permit is issued by the planning 

director. The sixty-day period may be divided into two occasions per calendar year, provided the 

total display time does not exceed sixty days per calendar year. A banner permit fee and an 

administrative fee in an amount representing the anticipated city enforcement costs in causing 

the applicant to remove flags or banners shall be paid to the city treasurer at the time of 

application for site plan review. The administrative fee shall be refunded upon the verified 

removal of the flag or banner by the specified deadline.  

C. The following shall apply to all displays of commercial flags, banners, and 

pennants, except for displays on auto sales lots: 

1. Must be removed by the owner or occupant within fifteen days after a 

determination by the city manager or that the display is improperly maintained or the flag, 

banner or pennant is tattered or worn; 

2. Shall not be larger than forty square feet (cumulative of all visible 

copy/image areas); 

3. Shall not be displayed in lieu of a permanent sign; 

4. Shall not be placed on a roof, placed in required yard areas, or 

landscaped areas; 

5. Must be compatible with the primary building's appearance; 
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6. Violation of the time limits shall render the site ineligible for issuance of a 

permit for display of a flag, banner or pennant for a period of one year from the date that the 

violation is abated; 

7. The restrictions of this section shall also apply to signs and banners 

located within the first eight feet of the interior of commercial or industrial premises when such 

sign or banner is visible to the exterior. 

 

18.47.130 Master Sign Programs.   

Purpose and Applicability.  The purpose of the master sign program provisions is to 

provide a coordinated approach to signage for National City's business districts, which include 

but not limited to the Harbor District, Downtown, Mile of Cars, and Plaza Bonita. Whenever a 

development project will have 6 or more separately leased spaces, then a master sign program 

is required.  

A. Approval.  A master sign program shall require the approval of the planning 

commission and the city council, after considering the proposed design standards. 

B. Design Standards.  Master sign programs shall feature a unified and coordinated 

approach to the materials, color, size, type, placement, and general design of signs proposed 

for a project or property. 

C. Effect of Master Sign Program.  All subsequent signs proposed for a 

development or property subject to an approved master sign program shall comply with the 

standards and specifications included in the master sign program. 

 

18.47.140 Nonconforming Signs; Abandoned Uses.  Signs that were legal when first 

installed, and which have not been modified or expanded in a manner that was illegal at the 

time of modification or expansion, may continue in use, so long as there is no modification or 

expansion which violates the regulations of this Chapter. If the size or configuration of a parcel 

or building is changed by the subdivision or splitting of the property or alterations to the building 

or parcel, property identification signs and outdoor advertising signs on the resulting properties 

shall be required to conform to the sign regulations applicable to the newly created parcel or 

parcels, at the time such change becomes effective.  

Nonconforming signs shall be removed or made conforming when the business or 

property changes occupancy or ownership.  

A. Change of Land Use / Nonconforming Signs.  When there is a change in the use 

of land upon which are located signs that do not conform to this Chapter, then all signs on the 

parcel, lot, or leasable space must be brought into conformance with this Chapter and all other 

applicable laws, rules, regulations and policies.  

B. Abandoned Site or Building.  When the use of any parcel or building is vacated, 

terminated, or abandoned for any reason for a period of more than ninety consecutive days, the 

owner or person in possession of the property shall be responsible for the physical removal of 

all signs on the property, building or wall(s), and for painting over the surface so as to obliterate 

any painted or printed signs on the building so that the copy is not visible, within thirty days 

following notice from the city. Removal, painting out, or obliteration shall be performed in a 

manner that does not create a blighting influence. Any sign that relates or pertains to an 

establishment that is not actually operating on the same site for a period of ninety (90) or more 

consecutive calendar days shall be considered abandoned. Legal nonconforming use rights are 

extinguished when a sign qualifies as abandoned. 
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18.47.150 Safety, Maintenance, and Refacing.   

A. Safety Codes – Compliance Required.  All signs must comply with the applicable 

Uniform Building, Mechanical, Electrical Codes, and other safety codes adopted by the City. 

Safety Code Permits for installation shall be obtained, when required, prior to any installation, 

from the director of building and safety. 

B. Maintenance.  All signs and their supporting structures and components shall be 

maintained in a state of safe condition and good repair. Signs shall be "face washed" at least 

once a year. Electrically energized components must bear the seal of approval of an approved 

testing laboratory. Broken faces and burned-out lamps, bulbs, or tubes must be replaced within 

thirty days from the date of notification from the City. All permanent signs shall be "face washed" 

at least once a year. Electrically energized components must bear the seal of approval of an 

approved testing laboratory. Broken faces and burned-out lamps, bulbs, or tubes must be 

replaced within fifteen days from the date of notification from the city. 

C. Refacing.  Changing the copy or refacing of a sign shall require a sign reface 

permit. No consideration of message content shall occur. The purpose is to maintain an 

inventory of signs. 

 

18.47.160 Enforcement and Removal.   

A. Public Nuisance.  All violations of this Chapter are declared to constitute public 

nuisances which may be abated by any method provided by law. 

B. Enforcement.  Each day of violation or non-compliance with these regulations 

shall be deemed as a separate offense and subject to all remedies available at law. Legal 

procedures and penalties shall be in accordance with the enforcement procedures established 

by the municipal code or state law. 

C. Illegal Signs.  Illegal signs may be abated by the City in accordance with its 

Municipal Code, state law, including but not limited to Business and Professions Code 5499.1 

et. seq., or state law on abatement of public nuisances, or as otherwise provided by law. 

D. Summary Abatement – Safety Hazards.  If any sign is an immediate threat to the 

public health and safety by virtue of the physical condition of the sign structure, said sign may 

be immediately and summarily removed with the cost of such removal charged to the property 

owner in accordance with this Chapter. 

E. Notice of Violation.  Whenever any sign or part thereof, other than those causing 

an immediate threat to the public health and safety, constitutes an illegal sign and/or is erected 

or maintained in violation of this Chapter, the Director shall give written notice to all Responsible 

Parties to remove the sign or to bring it into compliance. The notice shall specify the nature of 

the violation, and give directions for a cure, which may include complete removal or 

replacement by a specific date. The notice shall advise the permittee, owner, or person in 

charge of the sign of the hearing rights established by this Chapter. The date for removal 

specified in the written notice shall not be less than ten (10) days from the date of the mailing of 

the notice. The responsible party receiving notice may request a hearing as detailed in 

18.47.050. 

F. Removal of Uncured Violations.  Whenever the Responsible Parties fail to 

comply with an order of the Director made pursuant to this Section, and the time for cure has 

elapsed without the cure being effected, the Director may remove the sign, or order it removed, 

either by the City’s own force or by a private party under contract. The expense of the removal 

may be charged, jointly and severally, to any and all responsible parties. Such amount shall 
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constitute a debt owed to the City. No permit shall thereafter be issued to any permittee, owner, 

or person in charge of a sign who fails to pay such costs. Any costs, including attorney’s fees, 

incurred by the City in collection of the costs shall be added to the amount of the debt. 

G. Cumulative Remedies.  The provisions of this Section are alternative and 

additional remedies for the enforcement of this Chapter. Nothing in this Section shall preclude 

the City from enforcing the provisions of this Chapter by any other criminal, civil, or 

administrative proceeding.  

 

18.47.170 Severability.  The city council declares that the judicial invalidity of any 

subsection or portion of this chapter shall not affect the validity of any other remaining section or 

portion; that the city council would have adopted each of those remaining portions, 

notwithstanding any later declared invalidity. If any provision determined invalid under the 

preceding sentence can either be judicially severed or interpreted in a way that could harmonize 

it with the remaining provisions, then it may be severed or interpreted and applied so as to give 

full purpose, meaning, and effect to the remaining provisions of this chapter.  

PASSED and ADOPTED this 19th day of May, 2015. 

 ___________________________ 

 Ron Morrison, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

Michael R. Dalla, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

_____________________________ 

Claudia Gacitua Silva 

City Attorney 

 

 



CC/CDC-HA Agenda 

5/19/2015 – Page 211 

 

 

 

The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City authorizing the release of General Fund 

appropriations for the following Capital Improvement Program projects in the amount of 

$998,736.34: Sweetwater Channel Maintenance, Civic Center Electrical 







RESOLUTION NO. 2015 –  

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NATIONAL CITY 
AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS 

FROM THE FOLLOWING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM PROJECTS 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $998,736.34:  SWEETWATER CHANNEL MAINTENANCE, 
CIVIC CENTER ELECTRICAL UPGRADES, CIVIC CENTER IMPROVEMENTS, 

CIVIC CENTER CHILLER PROJECT, MORGAN TOWER REHAB, 
AND KIMBALL TOWER FIRE PUMPS/SPRINKLERS 

WHEREAS, at the April 28, 2015 City Council Fiscal Year (“FY”) 2016 Budget 
Workshop, staff presented recommendations for the Fiscal Year 2016 Capital Improvement 
Program (“CIP”); and 

WHEREAS, staff’s recommendations included the need for $2,125,000 in FY 
2016 General Fund appropriations to fund several projects; and 

WHEREAS, in order to offset the impact to the General Fund, staff also 
suggested releasing $998,736.34 in General Fund appropriations from existing CIP projects as 
shown in the attached table that provides a summary of these projects including justifications for 
the release of funds (see Exhibit “A”); and 

WHEREAS, the release of funds would increase the unassigned General Fund 
balance for the current fiscal year, and allow for these funds to be assigned to the projects 
identified in the FY 2016 CIP as part of the FY 2016 Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
National City hereby authorizes the release of General Fund appropriations for the following 
Capital Improvement Program projects in the amount of $998,736.34:  Sweetwater Channel 
Maintenance, Civic Center Electrical Upgrades, Civic Center Improvements, Civic Center Chiller 
Project, Morgan Tower Rehab, and Kimball Tower Fire Pumps/Sprinklers. 

PASSED and ADOPTED this 19th day of May, 2015. 

 __________________________ 
 Ron Morrison, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
Michael R. Dalla, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

____________________________ 
Claudia Gacitua Silva 
City Attorney 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EXHIBIT A 

Project Description Account #

General Fund 

(001) Notes

Sweetwater 

Channel 

Maintenance

Fair-share contribution 

paid to County of San 

Diego for channel 

maintenance

001-409-500-598-1121 (24,067.54)$      Release funds - fair-share 

contribution will be paid out 

of Engineering Contract 

Services M&O Account (001-

416-030-299)

Civic Center 

Electrical 

Upgrades

Electrical upgrades for 

Civic Center Building

001-409-500-598-1178 (67,547.00)$      Release funds - project is on 

hold for FY 2016 pending 

completion of Citywide 

Facility Needs Assessment

Civic Center 

Improvements

Energy efficiency 

upgrades - mechanical, 

electrical, HVAC; Council 

Chambers security, fire 

suppression, ADA, etc.

001-409-500-598-1179 (400,000.00)$    Release funds - project is on 

hold for FY 2016 pending 

completion of Citywide 

Facility Needs Assessment; 

approximately $200,000 in FY 

2015 carryover balance will be 

available for facility 

improvements

Civic Center 

Chiller Project

Replace air cooled 

condenser unit

001-409-500-598-1591 (160,409.80)$    Release funds - 

approximately $200,000 in FY 

2015 carryover balance will be 

used to complete remaining 

project improvements

Morgan Tower 

Rehab

Mechanical, electrical, 

HVAC upgrades, roof, 

etc.

001-409-500-598-1594 (205,000.00)$    Release funds - project is on 

hold for FY 2016 pending 

completion of Citywide 

Facility Needs Assessment

Kimball Tower 

Fire Pumps / 

Sprinklers

Replace fire pumps and 

sprinklers for Kimball 

Tower

001-409-500-598-1597 (141,712.00)$    Release funds - project 

completed in FY 2015

Total (998,736.34)$    
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City authorizing the Mayor to execute a Fourth 

Amendment to the Agreement with Safdie Rabines Architects to extend the term of the 

Agreement to December 31, 2015 and increase the not-to-exceed amount  
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City authorizing the Mayor to execute Change Order 

No. 1 to the National City Culvert Barrier Project contract (CIP No. 14-06) with 

Downstream Services, Inc. for the lump sum amount of $14,995.00 to p 

















RESOLUTION NO. 2015 –  

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NATIONAL CITY 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO 

THE NATIONAL CITY CULVERT BARRIER PROJECT CONTRACT (CIP NO. 14-06) 
 WITH DOWNSTREAM SERVICES, INC. FOR THE LUMP SUM AMOUNT  
OF $14,995.00 TO PROCURE, FABRICATE, AND INSTALL A PORTLAND 

CEMENT CONCRETE HEADWALL AND ADDITIONAL INLET GRATE 

WHEREAS, on January 20, 2015, City Council adopted Resolution No. 2015-3 
awarding a contract in the amount of $79,000.00 to Downstream Services, Inc., for the National 
City Culvert Barrier Project; and 

WHEREAS, after the original award of the contract, an additional culvert inlet that 
is a part of the culvert (tunnel) drainage system was identified; and 

WHEREAS, the contractor’s lump sum change order proposal is $14,995.00 to 
procure, fabricate, and install an additional culvert barrier and a regional standard headwall to 
properly fasten and secure the inlet grate; and 

WHEREAS, staff recommends executing the change order with Downstream 
Services, Inc., based on the quality of the barrier grates they have been installing for the project, 
and to take advantage of their competitive prices while they are still under contract; and 

WHEREAS, since this change order would slightly exceed the pre-approved 15% 
contingency amount of $11,850.00 by $3,145.00, City Council action is required. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
National City hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute Change Order No. 1 to the National City 
Culvert Barrier Project contract (CIP No. 14-06) with Downstream Services, Inc., for the lump sum 
amount of $14,995 to procure, fabricate, and install a Portland cement concrete headwall and 
additional inlet grate. 

PASSED and ADOPTED this 19th day of May, 2015. 

 __________________________ 
 Ron Morrison, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
Michael R. Dalla, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

____________________________ 
Claudia Gacitua Silva 
City Attorney 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City authorizing the Mayor to execute an Agreement 

with Harris & Associates, Inc. for a not-to-exceed amount of $900,000 to provide on-call 

project support services for National City’s Capital Improve 





































RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NATIONAL CITY 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH 

HARRIS & ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR THE NOT-TO-EXCEED AMOUNT  
OF $900,000 TO PROVIDE ON-CALL PROJECT SUPPORT SERVICES 

FOR NATIONAL CITY’S CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM, INCLUDING, 
BUT NOT LIMITED TO, SEWER SYSTEM AND STORM DRAIN ANALYSIS 

AND DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT, ENGINEERING PLAN  
REVIEWS, AND TENTATIVE MAP REVIEWS THROUGH MAY 18, 2017 

WHEREAS, the City’s current 5-Year Capital Improvement Program (CIP) is 
projected to deliver over $60 million in major public improvements; and   

WHEREAS, in order to design, manage, and deliver these projects on schedule 
and within budget, the Department of Engineering & Public Works advertised a Request for 
Qualifications (“RFQ”) for various engineering and construction support services on January 27, 
2014; and  

WHEREAS, approximately 70 Statement of Qualifications (“SOQs”) were 
received from various firms, including disadvantaged, small and/or minority business 
enterprises, by the February 24, 2014 deadline.   

WHEREAS, based on the evaluation of Harris & Associate, Inc.’s SOQ and 
interview, staff has determined that Harris & Associate, Inc., is qualified by experience and 
ability to perform support services for the City’s CIP Program, including, but not limited to, sewer 
system and storm drain analysis and design, construction support, engineering plan reviews, 
and tentative map reviews, and is willing to perform such services for the not to exceed amount 
of $900,000. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby approves 
the selection of Harris & Associates, Inc., and authorizes the Mayor to execute a two-year 
Agreement from May 19, 2015 through May 18, 2017 with Harris & Associates, Inc., in the not to 
exceed amount of $900,000 to provide support services for the City’s CIP Program, including, 
but not limited to, sewer system and storm drain analysis and design, construction support, 
engineering plan reviews, and tentative map reviews, and is willing to perform such services for 
the not to exceed amount of $900,000.  Said Agreement is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 

PASSED and ADOPTED this 19th day of May, 2015. 

 __________________________ 
 Ron Morrison, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
Michael R. Dalla, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

____________________________ 
Claudia Gacitua Silva 
City Attorney 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Resolution of the 

City Council of the City of National City authorizing the Mayor to sign an Agreement by 

and between the City of National City and Fire Prevention Services, Inc. for weed and 

litter abatement services. (Fire)  
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Temporary Use 

Permit – Las Palmas 5K and 1 Mile Walk hosted by Las Palmas Elementary School on 

June 6, 2015 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. with no waiver of fees. (Neighborhood Services)  
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 ITEM TITLE: 

 PREPARED BY: DEPARTMENT: 
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 EXPLANATION: 

 APPROVED BY: 
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 ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 

 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: APPROVED:   Finance  
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 ACCOUNT NO.  

 STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 BOARD / COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 
RECOMMENDATION: 
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   ___________________ 

  ________________ 

 

May 19, 2015   

Temporary Use Permit – Las Palmas 5K and 1 Mile Walk hosted by Las Palmas Elementary School 
on June 6, 2015 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. with no waiver of fees.  

Neighborhood Services Department 

This is a request from the Las Palmas Elementary School to conduct a 5K Run and 1-mile Walk through 
designated city streets on June 6, 2015 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. This event invites students, parents, and 
community members to run a 5K or walk 1-mile to raise funds for the school’s running club.   
 
Event course is mapped and listed with no street closures as runners and walkers will be using public 
sidewalks. Security will be provided by volunteers and the venue staff will assist with first aid and water 
stations.  

Vianey Rivera  

Application for a Temporary Use Permit with recommended approvals and conditions of approval. 
 

 

 

      
N/A  

FINAL ADOPTION:  

APPROVED:    ________________  MIS  

The City has incurred $237.00 for processing the TUP through the various City departments. 
 
Total fees are $237.00 
 
 
 

 

 

Approve the Application for a Temporary Use Permit subject to compliance with all conditions of 
approval with no waiver of fees. 
 

N/A  

(619) 336-4364 

 



Neighborhood Services Division

Temporary Use 
Permit 

Application

1243 National City Boulevard/ National City, CA 91950 * Ph. 619-336-4364 * Fax 619-336-4217 



Introduction 

Certain special events, structures or activities that are beneficial to the public can often 
be permitted for limited periods of time even though they would not comply with the 
zoning, building, fire or other codes, if they were permanent.  Chapter 15.60 of the 
National City Municipal Code regulates these special events.  In general, any organized 
activity that uses public property, facilities, parks, sidewalks or streets requires a permit, 
known as a “Temporary Use Permit” (TUP). In some cases, events taking place on 
private property also require a TUP permit. See the list below for more information.  The 
Department of Community Services is responsible for coordination of the application and 
issuance of the permit.  

Classes of Temporary Use Permits 

Temporary Use Permits are either Class A, requiring City Council approval, Class B, 
which may be approved by the Building & Safety Director, or Class C subject only to 
the business license regulations.  For Class B & C Permits, please contact the 
Building and Safety Department for additional information.  

Class A Temporary Use Permits 

The following uses require a Class A Temporary Use Permit. 

��Outdoor auctions conducted by charitable or philanthropic organizations 
��Balloon rides or races  
��Block or Holiday parties and displays conducted outdoors or in temporary 

  structures  
��Carnivals, circuses, traveling shows and midways  
��Exhibitions (boxing, wrestling, etc.)  
��Fairs, bazaars, exhibits or trade shows conducted outdoors or in temporary     
structures  
��Temporary farmer’s markets  
��Temporary helicopter landings  
��Las Vegas nights conducted by non-profit organizations 
��Live domestic animal rides  
��Membrane structures  
��Musical concerts and festivals of all types conducted outdoors or in temporary    
structures  
��Outdoor pet shows  
��Outdoor stages or platforms for sales promotions, events or grand openings 
and similar activities  
��Parades, bicycle tours, walks, runs and similar activities on city streets. 
��Political activities conducted outdoors or in temporary structures.  
��Special lighting displays for advertising  
��Temporary vehicle display areas conducted outdoors or in temporary structures 
��Uses or activities which exceed the normal duration  
Class A Temporary Use Permits are limited to no more than two occurring 
concurrently on the same day and only one event per day in the City parks.    



Procedure 

1. Complete the application found at the end of this booklet.
2.  Return the completed application to the Neighborhood Services Division 

located at 1243 National City Blvd, National City, CA  91950.
3. Your application is routed to all impacted City Departments for approval.  During 

the review process you may be contacted to provide additional information
4. The application and the conditions of approval received from the various

departments are routed to the City Council for final approval.  You will be notified 
of the City Council meeting date.  It is suggested that you attend the meeting to 
answer any questions that may arise.

5. The City Council approves or denies the application.
6. If approved and all required certificates of insurance, etc. are received, the

approved permit is mailed to you. 

Application Deadline 

A Class A Temporary Use Permit must be submitted to the Community Services 
Department a minimum of 45 working days prior to the event.    

It is suggested that the application be submitted well before the event to allow for 
approval prior to promoting, marketing or advertising the event.  Acceptance of your 
application does not guarantee approval of the event.  The event must be approved by 
the City Council and all conditions of approval must be met before the permit will be 
issued. 

Events at City Parks 

Before applying for a Temporary Use Permit in a City park, it is necessary to contact the 
Public Works Department to schedule the event.  City Council Policy only allows one 
event per day in the Park and one special event every six weeks.  

The City Council will not approve the sale or consumption of alcohol in City parks in 
conjunction with any event requiring a Temporary Use Permit.  This prohibition will not 
impact the existing policy regarding the sale or consumption of alcohol with in buildings 
in the parks, such as the Community Center, which will continue to be subject to City 
Council approval.  
If the event involves either 1) live musical performances; 2) the use of amplified sound 
systems other than hand held or portable systems; 3) fireworks or 4) other activities or 
events which the City Council determines notification is required, then the applicant must 
provide written notification to the occupants of the properties adjacent to the park.  

Written notification must be made to the surrounding neighbors at least 72 hours prior to 
the event. The notification must include the name and telephone number of the sponsor 
of the event, the nature of the event, the date and hours of set-up and tear-down for the 



event, the date and hours of the event, and the name of the sponsor’s representative 
who will be at the park on the day(s) of the event and how that individual can be 
contacted should the need arise.    

Written notification must be mailed to the occupants of properties adjacent to the park 
as reflected on the map of adjacent properties available from the Community Services 
Department. Written notification shall be submitted to the Building & Safety Director for 
review and approval prior to mailing.     

Failure to provide notification may be cause for the revocation of the Temporary 
Use Permit or denial of future Temporary Use Permit applications submitted by 
the sponsoring organization.  

Events at Plaza Bonita Mall  

Before applying for a Temporary Use Permit for Plaza Bonita Mall, the applicant must 
contact the mall for approval and to schedule the event.  The mall will give the 
applicant written approval for the event, which must be presented to the Community 
Services Department at the time of submittal.  

Photography and Motion Picture Events  

Applications for a Temporary Use Permit for Photography/Filming shall be based on the 
model photography/filming permit developed by the California Film Commission. The 
applicant may be required to reimburse the City for costs incurred in providing support 
services.  

A Class A Temporary Use Permit is required for photography or filming on public or 
private property that requires street closures and/or traffic control in excess of three 
minutes, or that involves stunts or special effects, which may require City services. A 
Class A Photography or Motion Picture Temporary Use Permit must be submitted to the 
Community Services Department at least 10 working days before the event.  

All Photography and Filming Temporary Use Permits must be accompanied by a 
Certificate of Insurance and Neighborhood Notification Form when required by the Risk 
Manager and the Director of Building and Safety.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fees  

The cost of processing the permit is dependent on the number of departments that must 
review the application.  The maximum fee is $345. Unless a fee waiver is requested, the 
application fee is required at the time of submittal.   

The temporary use permit fees for events which are later withdrawn are 
nonrefundable  

Duration  

The Class A Temporary Use Permit will be valid for ten days or as limited by the City 
Council. The permit is valid for the dates specified on the permit only.    

Insurance  

Where the use of City facilities is involved, the applicant may be required to provide a 
certificate of insurance, evidencing combined single limit coverage of at least $1 million 
and naming the City of National City and its officials, employees, agents and volunteers 
as additional insured’s. Amounts of coverage are to be determined by the National City 
Risk Manager.  

In all cases involving the use of City facilities, the applicant is required to provide a Hold 
Harmless Agreement holding the City harmless from liability arising from the use of the 
facilities.  
 

Business Licenses  

A business license is required if monies are solicited; admittance is charged; or food, 
beverages or merchandise are sold.  Each separate vendor must have a separate 
business license.  

Vendors currently licensed by the City may operate on their existing license.  If any of 
the vendors or organizations are registered not-for-profit there will not be a charge for 
their business license.  

A list of all participating vendors (with their address, phone number and current National 
City business license number) is to be submitted to the Revenue and Recovery Division 
of the Finance Department prior to the event for verification of business license 
numbers.  

 
 
 
 



Fireworks  

A fireworks permit must be obtained from the Fire Department.  The fee for the permit is 
$349.00. The permit must be obtained at least two weeks prior to the event. The Fire 
Department has absolute authority, control and decisions over all fireworks and/or 
pyrotechnic displays. An inspection from the Fire Department must be obtained prior to 
any ignition of fireworks.  

 
 

Tents or Canopies  

A permit is required from the Fire Department to erect a tent excess of 200 square 
feet or a canopy in excess of 400 square feet or any combination that exceeds the 
limits. Tents and canopies shall be treated with a flame retardant and labeled as 
such. The fee for the permit is $349.00 and may be obtained from the Fire 
Department.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Type of Event:  
__ Public Concert __ Fair  __ Festival  __ Community event 
__ Parade  __ Demonstration  __ Circus  __ Block Party  
__ Motion Picture  __ Grand Opening __ Other__________ 

Event Title:  

Event Location:  _                              _____________________________ 

Event Date(s): From _______         to _______ 

Actual Event Hours:                       to  

Total Anticipated Attendance: ________ (           Participants _  Spectators) 

Setup/assembly/construction Date: ________ Start time: ______  

Please describe the scope of your setup/assembly work (specific details):  ___           

_____________________________                       _                              ___________    

Dismantle Date: __  ____ Completion Time: ______  

List any street(s) requiring closure as a result of this event.  Include street name(s), day 
and time of closing and day and time of reopening.  

Sponsoring Organization: _                              _____________________________ 

Chief Officer of Organization (Name)__ _                              ______     

Applicant (Name): __                              _________________      

Address: _

Daytime Phone:                       _ Evening Phone: _       

Fax:     E-Mail:  

Contact Person “on site” day of the event: _                              _  Cellular: _
NOTE:  THIS PERSON MUST BE IN ATTENDANCE FOR THE DURATION OF THE EVENT 
AND IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO CITY OFFICIALS  

5k

Las Palmas 5K Run and 1 Mile Walk

8:00 12:00

300 50

1:00

N/A

1900 E. 18th Street

6193368500

619-336-8555 steve.sanchez@national.k12.ca.us

949-636-7958

Las Palmas Elementary School

6/6/15

AM PM

350

✔

✔

6/6/15 6:30 AM

The team will set-up route and water stations by 7:30am.  

PM6/6/15

Las Palmas Elementary School 

Steve Sanchez

Steve Sanchez

Ashley Trzcinski



 
 
Is your organization a “Tax Exempt, nonprofit” organization?  _ _ YES       NO  
 
Are admission, entry, vendor or participant fees required?  _  _ YES _ _ NO  
 
If YES, please explain the purpose and provide amount(s): 
 
 
 
$___      _ Estimated Gross Receipts including ticket, product and sponsorship sales 
from this event.  
 
$ ___ ___ Estimated Expenses for this event.  
 
$ _ _____What is the projected amount of revenue that the Nonprofit Organization will 
receive as a result of this event?  
 

 

Please provide a DETAILED DESCRIPTION of your event.  Include details 
regarding any components of your event such as the use of vehicles, animals, 
rides or any other pertinent information about the event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
_ _ YES  _ _ NO  If the event involves the sale of cars, will the cars come exclusively from 

National City car dealers?  
 If NO, list any additional dealers involved in the sale:  
 
 
 
 
__ YES _ _ NO  Does the event involve the sale or use of alcoholic beverages?  
 
_ _ YES _ _ NO  Will items or services be sold at the event?  If yes, please describe:  
 
 
 
 

Donations will be accepted for the running club. Recommended $10 donation per person.

Las Palmas Elementary school is inviting students, parents, and community members to run a 5k or

walk 1 mile to raise funds for the school's running club.

✔

✔

200

3,000

✔

✔

✔



 
 
__ YES_ _ NO   Does the event involve a moving route of any kind along streets,      sidewalks or 

highways? If YES, attach a detailed map of your proposed route indicate the 
direction of travel, and provide a written narrative to explain your route.  

 
_ _ YES __  NO  Does the event involve a fixed venue site?  If YES, attach a detailed site map 

showing all streets impacted by the event.  

_ _ YES _ _ NO  Does the event involve the use of tents or canopies?  If YES: Number of 
tent/canopies _        _  Sizes ________  

NOTE: A separate Fire Department permit is required for tents or canopies.  
 
__   YES _ _NO  Will the event involve the use of the City or your stage or PA system? 

SPECIFY: _______________________________________________________ 

In addition to the route map required above, please attach a diagram showing the overall layout 
and set-up locations for the following items:  

  Alcoholic and Nonalcoholic Concession and/or Beer Garden areas.  
  Food Concession and/or Food Preparation areas. Please describe how food will be served 

at the event: __________________________________________________ 
If you intend to cook food in the event area please specify the method:  
____ GAS ____ELECTRIC ____ CHARCOAL ____ OTHER (Specify):  ______________  

 Portable and/or Permanent Toilet Facilities  
 Number of portable toilets: ____ (1 for every 250 people is required, unless the applicant can 
show that there are facilities in the immediate area available to the public during the event)  

       Tables #__________and Chairs #__________ 
��Fencing, barriers and/or barricades  
��Generator locations and/or source of electricity  
��Canopies or tent locations (include tent/canopy dimensions)  
��Booths, exhibits, displays or enclosures  
��Scaffolding, bleachers, platforms, stages, grandstands or related structures  
��Vehicles and/or trailers  
��Other related event components not covered above  
��Trash containers and dumpsters  
 

(Note: You must properly dispose of waste and garbage throughout the term of your 
event and immediately upon conclusion of the event the area must be returned to a clean 
condition.) Number of trash cans: _________ Trash containers with lids: _________  

Describe your plan for clean-up and removal of waste and garbage during and after the event:    
                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                            
 

 

 

 

10 30

8 2

school will provide waste and garbage removal 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔



 

Please describe your procedures for both Crowd Control and Internal Security: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________                   

 
_ _ YES _ _ NO Have you hired any Professional Security organization to handle security  
arrangements for this event?  If YES, please list:  

 
Security Organization: ___________________________________________________  
 
Security Organization Address: ____________________________________________  
 
Security Director (Name): _____________________________Phone: _____________ 

 
 _ _ YES _ _ NO Is this a night event? If YES, please state how the event and surrounding area 

will be illuminated to ensure safety of the participants and spectators:  
  __________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________ 

 
Please indicate what arrangement you have made for providing First Aid Staffing and Equipment.  
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please describe your Accessibility Plan for access at your event by individuals with disabilities:  
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Please provide a detailed description of your PARKING plan:  
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please describe your plan for DISABLED PARKING:  
______________________________________________________________________  
 
Please describe your plans to notify all residents, businesses and churches impacted by the 
event: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NOTE:  Neighborhood residents must be notified 72 hours in advance when events are 
scheduled in the City parks.  

Event volunteers

Venue will provide first aid

Venue is ADA accessible 

Venue has plenty available parking 

Venue has in place ADA parking spots 

We plan to attend neighborhood events, email blast to parents, poster, etc.

✔

✔



__ YES __ NO   Are there any musical entertainment features related to your event?  If YES, 

please state the number of stages, number of bands and type of music. Number 

of Stages: __________  Number of Bands: __________  

Type of Music: ________________________________________  

__  YES _ _ NO Will sound amplification be used?  If YES, please indicate: 

       Start time: _____________        Finish Time _____________ 

_ _ YES _ _ NO Will sound checks be conducted prior to the event?  If YES, please indicate: 

                Start time: _____________    Finish Time _____________

Please describe the sound equipment that will be used for your event:   

_______________________________________________________________ 

_ _ YES _ _ NO Fireworks, rockets, or other pyrotechnics?  If YES, please describe: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

___________ 

___ YES _ _ NO Any signs, banners, decorations, special lighting?  If YES, please describe: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Family music; sound system/MIC

7:30 12:00

Signage will be used to direct attendees. Banners and back

drops will be used. 

AM PM

✔

✔

✔

AM AM

✔

✔



City of National City 
PUBLIC PROPERTY USE HOLD HARMLESS AND 

INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT  

Persons requesting use of City property, facilities or personnel are required to 
provide a minimum of $1,000,000 combined single limit insurance for bodily 
injury and property damage which includes the City, its officials, agents and 
employees named as additional insured and to sign the Hold Harmless 
Agreement. Certificate of insurance must be attached to this permit.  

Organization ____________________________________________________ 

Person in Charge of Activity _______________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________ 

Telephone ____________________ Date(s) of Use ____________________

HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of the issuance of a temporary use permit to conduct its activities 
on public or private property, the undersigned hereby agree(s) to defend, 
indemnify and hold harmless the City of National City and the Parking Authority 
and its officers, employees and agents from and against any and all claims, 
demands, costs, losses, liability or, for any personal injury, death or property 
damage, or both, or any litigation and other liability, including attorney fees and 
the costs of litigation, arising out of or related to the use of public property or the 
activity taken under the permit by the permittee or its agents, employees or 
contractors.  

Signature of Applicant Official Title Date 

Certificate of Insurance Approved __________  Date ______________________ 

Las Palmas Elementary School 

Steven Sanchez

1900 E. 18th Street

619-336-8500 6/6/15

Principal, 5-5-15           Steve Sanchez



LAS PALMAS 5K RUN AND 1 MILE WALK: 

 

The start of the race will be at the corner of 20th Street and Newell Street. This is located at the 

southeast corner of the school’s campus on the sidewalk area. The walk/race will take the path for the ¾ 

of a mile before they go into separate directions. The walk/race will start as follows; 

 

1.3 mile walk: 

* North of Newell St. 

* East of E. 18th St. 

* South on Grove St. 

* East on 24th St. 

* South on Prospect St. 

* North on Newell St. 

To the finish line.  

 

5k run/walk (2.95 miles): 

* North of Newell St. 

* East of E. 18th St. 

* South on Grove St. 

* East on 24th St. 

* South on Prospect St. 

Prospect converts into Grove St. 

 West on Sweetwater Rd. 

 North on “L” Ave. 

 East on 26th St. 

 North on “N” Avenue 

 East on 22nd St. 

 North on Palm Ave. 

 East on 18th St. 

 South on Newell St. 

 To the finish line  

  



Las Palmas 5k Run and 1 Mile Walk 

5k Route: 

 



Las Palmas 5k Run and 1 Mile Walk 

1 Mile Route: 

 

 

 

 



ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?

INSR  
LTR 

DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

INSURED

POLICY EFFECTIVE 
DATE (MM/DD/YY)

POLICY EXPIRATION 
DATE (MM/DD/YY)POLICY NUMBER LIMITSTYPE OF INSURANCE

GENERAL LIABILITY

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

GARAGE LIABILITY

EXCESS/UMBRELLA LIABILITY

WORKERS COMPENSATION AND 
EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY

OTHER

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES / EXCLUSIONS ADDED BY ENDORSEMENT / SPECIAL PROVISIONS

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE THE EXPIRATION 

DATE THEREOF, THE ISSUING INSURER WILL ENDEAVOR TO MAIL DAYS  WRITTEN

NOTICE TO THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER NAMED TO THE LEFT, BUT FAILURE TO DO SO SHALL 

IMPOSE NO OBLIGATION OR LIABILITY OF ANY KIND UPON THE INSURER, ITS AGENTS OR 

REPRESENTATIVES.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

INSURER A:

INSURER B:

INSURER C:

INSURER D:

INSURER E:

EACH OCCURRENCE $

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

CLAIMS MADE OCCUR

MED EXP (Any one person) $

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $

GENERAL AGGREGATE $

PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG $

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT 
(Ea accident)

$
ANY AUTO

ALL OWNED AUTOS BODILY INJURY 
(Per person)

$
SCHEDULED AUTOS

HIRED AUTOS BODILY INJURY 
(Per accident)

$
NON-OWNED AUTOS

PROPERTY DAMAGE 
(Per accident)

$

AUTO ONLY - EA ACCIDENT $

ANY AUTO EA ACC $OTHER THAN 
AUTO ONLY: AGG $

EACH OCCURRENCE $

OCCUR CLAIMS MADE AGGREGATE $

$

DEDUCTIBLE $

RETENTION $ $
WC STATU- 

TORY LIMITS
OTH- 
ER

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT $

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE $
If yes, describe under 
SPECIAL PROVISIONS below E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT $

THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING 
ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR 
MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS, EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH 
POLICIES. AGGREGATE LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.  

THIS CERTIFICATION IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION 
ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE 
HOLDER. THIS CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AMEND, EXTEND OR 
ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES BELOW.

INSURERS AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #

COVERAGES

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

ACORD 25 (2001/08) © ACORD CORPORATION 1988

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

ADD'L 
INSRD

PRODUCER

$

BODILY INJURY & PROPERTY DAMAGE
INCLUDES

$
PRO- 
JECT

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER:

POLICY LOC

05/04/2015

East Main Street Insurance Services, Inc.
Will Maddux
PO Box 1298
Grass Valley, CA 95945
Phone: (530) 477-6521 Email: info@theeventhelper.com 

Las Palmas School
steven sanchez
1900 E. 18th St.
National City, CA 91950

Essex Insurance Company 39020

A Y

Host Liquor Liability

Retail Liquor Liability

3DS5402-M768501

1,000,000

City of National City
and its officials, employees,
agents and volunteers
1243 National City Blvd
National City, CA 91950

30

Certificate holder listed below is named as additional insured per attached CG 20 26 07 04.
Attendance: 500, Event Type: 5 K Run.

DEDUCTIBLE

5,000

1,000,000

2,000,000

1,000,000

1,000

06/06/2015 06/07/2015
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City of National City
and its officials, employees,
agents and volunteers
1243 National City Blvd
National City, CA 91950

Policy Number: 3DS5402-M768501



CITY OF NATIONAL CITY 
NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

APPLICATION FOR A TEMPORARY USE PERMIT 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONDITIONS 

 
 

SPONSORING ORGANIZATION:  Las Palmas Elementary School  
EVENT:   Las Palmas Elementary School 
DATE OF EVENT:  June 6, 2015 
TIME OF EVENT:  8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

 
APPROVALS: 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES      YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
RISK MANAGER YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [    ] 
PUBLIC WORKS YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
FINANCE YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
FIRE      YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
POLICE      YES  [ x ]       NO  [    ]   SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
CITY ATTORNEY      YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 

             
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL: 
 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES (619) 336-4318 
 

No comments.  
 

PUBLIC WORKS (619)366-4580 
 

We have reviewed the application for subject Temporary Use Permit 
(TUP) and recommends approval subject to the conditions listed below. 

 
Parks Division 
 

1.  The Park Division has no involvement  
 
Facilities Division 
 
      1.    The Facilities Division has no involvement  
 
Street Division 
 
       1.   The Streets Division has no involvement 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY ATTORNEY 
 

Requires an indemnification and hold harmless agreement, and a policy of 
general liability insurance, with the City and its officials, employees, agents 
and volunteers as additional insureds, with amounts of coverage to be 
determined by the Risk Manager. 

 
 

FIRE 
 
 The Fire Department has no comments on this event.  
 
FINANCE 
 
 Food vendors must obtain National City business license.  
 
 
POLICE 
 
 No comments.  



CC/CDC-HA Agenda 

5/19/2015 – Page 310 

 

 

 

The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Temporary Use 

Permit—St. Anthony of Padua Festival at 1816 Harding Avenue on June 13, 2015 from 

12 p.m. to 10 p.m. and on June 14, 2015 from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. with no waivers of fees. 

(Neighborhood Services) 



CITY OF NATIONAL CITY, CALIFORNIA 
COUNCIL AGENDA STATEMENT 

 

                     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
              
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 

  

 ITEM TITLE: 

 PREPARED BY: DEPARTMENT: 

PHONE: 

 EXPLANATION: 

 APPROVED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM NO.  MEETING DATE:  

 ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 

 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: APPROVED:   Finance  

 ORDINANCE: INTRODUCTION:  

 ACCOUNT NO.  

 STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 BOARD / COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 ATTACHMENTS:  

   ___________________ 

  ________________ 

 

May 19, 2015   

Temporary Use Permit—St. Anthony of Padua Festival at 1816 Harding Avenue on June 13, 2015 
from 12 p.m. to 10 p.m. and on June 14, 2015 from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. with no waivers of fees. 

Neighborhood Services Department  

 
This is a request from St. Anthony of Padua Church to conduct it’s 85th annual festival located at 1816 
Harding Avenue on Saturday June 13th from 12:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and Sunday June 14, 2015 from 6 
a.m. to 8 p.m. respectively. This event will consist of food and game booths, musical entertainment and 
concession canopies with a total of 30 10x10 tents. The applicant will provide the overnight on-site 
security for the event location.  Portable restrooms will be provided as well. 
 
The applicant is requesting that Harding Avenue between 18th Street and 19th Street be closed 
Saturday June 13, 2015 at 5:00 a.m. through Sunday June 14, 2015 until 8 p.m.  Harding Avenue will 
re-open at 7 p.m. on Sunday.  MTS bus services will be notified due to impacted bus stop location on 
Harding Avenue and requested street closure.  City stage is not requested for this event. 
 
This event was approved last year with no waiver of fees. 
 
 

Vianey Rivera  

Application for a Temporary Use Permit with recommended approvals and conditions of approval. 
 

 

 
N/A 

FINAL ADOPTION:  

APPROVED:    ________________  MIS  

The City has incurred $237.00 for processing the TUP through various City departments and $290.92 
for Public Works. 
Total Fees are $527.92  
 
 
 

 

 

Approve the Application for a Temporary Use Permit subject to compliance with all conditions of 
approval with no waiver of fees.  
 

N/A 

(619) 336-4364 

 















CITY OF NATIONAL CITY 
NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

APPLICATION FOR A TEMPORARY USE PERMIT 
RECOMMENDED APPROVALS AND CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

 
 
 

SPONSORING ORGANIZATION:  St. Anthony of Padua Church 
EVENT:   St. Anthony of Padua Festival 
DATE OF EVENT:  June 13-14, 2015 
TIME OF EVENT:  12 p.m. to 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.   
 
APPROVALS: 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES  YES  [ x ]       NO  [    ]       SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
FIRE      YES  [ x ]       NO  [    ]       SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
PUBLIC WORKS/PARKS YES  [ x ]       NO  [    ]       SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
FINANCE YES  [ x ]       NO  [    ]       SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
COMMUNITY SERVICE              YES  [ x ]       NO  [    ]       SEE CONDITIONS   [    ] 
POLICE      YES  [ x ]       NO  [    ]       SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
CITY ATTORNEY      YES  [ x ]       NO  [    ]       SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
RISK MANAGER      YES  [ x ]       NO  [    ]       SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
 

            
 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL: 
 
CITY ATTORNEY 
 

  Requires an indemnification and hold harmless agreement, and a 
policy of general liability insurance, with the City and its officials, 
employees, agents and volunteers as additional insureds, with 
amounts of coverage to be determined by the Risk Manager 

 
 
POLICE 336-4400 
 

The police department does not have any stipulations to this event. 
 Information of event will be forwarded to our patrol division for      
added patrol.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PUBLIC WORKS 336-4580 
 
We have reviewed the application for subject Temporary Use Permit 
(TUP) and recommends approval subject to the conditions listed below / 
denial after careful consideration due to the reasons listed below. 
 
Streets Division 
 

Staff will barricade affective street and remove them when the event is 
over. 
Staff will post no parking signs along affected streets before the event.  
The cost to provide Street personnel support for this event is estimated to 
be $ 290.92  
   
  No Parking” signs  6 X $ 0.45   =   $    2.70 
  Barricade Rental   10 X $ 0.35   =   $    3.50 
  Equipment/Truck Hours  2 X $ 12.07   =   $  24.14 
  Overtime                           4 X $ 48.86             =   $ 195.44 
  Man Hours      2 X $ 32.57   =   $  65.14  
                                                              
                                                  Total                 =   $ 290.92 
 
Facilities Division: 
No involvement by custodial or trade personnel. 
 
Parks Division: 
No involvement. 
 
RISK MANAGER  (619) 336-4370 
 
For St Anthony of Padua Festival, please have them provide the 
following: 
 
Applicant to provide insurance certificate and specific endorsement 
naming the City of National City as an additional named insured. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRE (619) 336-4554 
 
 

INSPECTION REQUIRED  
 

NO CHARGE FOR THIS EVENT 
 

Stipulations required by the Fire Department for this event are as follows: 
 
1) Maintain Fire Department access at all times. 

 
2) Means of egress shall not be obstructed in any manner and shall 

remain free of any material or matter where its presence would 
obstruct or render  the means of egress hazardous. 

 
3) Access for Fire Department shall be maintained at all times. At no 

time shall fire lanes, fire hydrants, fire protection systems of all 
types etc. be obstructed at any time. A minimum of 20 feet wide 
shall be maintained for the use of fire lanes. 

 
4) All cooking booths or areas to have one 2A:10BC.  If grease or oil 

is used in cooking a 40:BC or class “K” fire extinguisher will be 
required.  Extinguisher to be mounted in a visible location between 
3½‘ to 5’ from the floor to the top of the extinguisher. Maximum 
travel distance from one extinguisher to another shall not be more 
than 75 feet travel distance. All fire extinguishers to have a 
current “State Fire Marshal Tag” attached. Please see attached 
example 

 
5) If tents or canopies are used, tents having an area in excess of 200 

square feet and or canopies in excess of 400 square feet or 
multiple tents and or canopies placed together equaling or greater 
than the above stated areas, are to be used, they shall be flame-
retardant treated with an approved State Fire Marshal seal 
attached. A ten feet separation distance must be maintained 
between tents and canopies. A permit from the Fire Department 
must be obtained. Cooking shall not be permitted under tents or 
canopies unless the tents or canopies meet “State Fire 
Marshal approval for cooking. If cooking is to be done, a ten 
feet separation shall be maintained from cooking appliance 
and canopies. Certificate of State Fire Marshal flame resistancy 
shall be provided to the National City Fire Department if applicable. 

 
  Canopies:  
        0 – 400 sf -  $0 
    401 – 500 sf - $250.00 
    501 – 600 sf - $300.00 
    601 – 700 sf - $400.00   
   



  Tents: 
         0 –200 sf - $200.00 
     201 – (+)  sf - $400.00 
 

6)  If Charcoal is being used, provide metal cans with lids and label 
"HOT  COALS ONLY" for used charcoal disposal. 

 
7) Any electrical power used is to be properly grounded and approved. 

 Extension cords shall be used as “Temporary Wiring” Only. 
 

8)   A fire safety inspection is to be conducted by the Fire Department prior  
       to operations of the event to include all cooking areas and grounds 
       surrounding the event. 
 

9) First Aid will be provided by organization 
 
10) Fire Department fees can only be waived by City Council 
 

Approval Contingent Upon Final Field Inspection and Compliance 
With All Applicable Codes and Ordinances 

 
 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 
 
 
FINANCE  
 

If the Church will be preparing their own food they will not need a business 
license.  However, anyone handling the food that will served to the public 
must have a “Food Handlers Card” from the Health Department. 
 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
  

PLANNING: Any speakers or lights shall be pointed away from 
neighboring residential properties. 
 
ENGINEERING: Please provide proper barricades again.  
 
BUILDING: No stipulations.  
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Temporary Use 

Permit – Health & Wellness 5K hosted by The National City Public Safety Foundation on 

August 22, 2015 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Westfield Plaza Bonita with no waiver of fees. 

(Neighborhood Services) 



CITY OF NATIONAL CITY, CALIFORNIA 
COUNCIL AGENDA STATEMENT 

 

                     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
              
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 

  

 ITEM TITLE: 

 PREPARED BY: DEPARTMENT: 

PHONE: 

 EXPLANATION: 

 APPROVED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM NO.  MEETING DATE:  

 ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 

 FINANCIAL STATEMENT: APPROVED:   Finance  

 ORDINANCE: INTRODUCTION:  

 ACCOUNT NO.  

 STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 BOARD / COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 ATTACHMENTS:  

   ___________________ 

  ________________ 

 

May 19, 2015   

Temporary Use Permit –Health & Wellness 5K hosted by The National City Public Safety Foundation 
on August 22, 2015 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Westfield Plaza Bonita with no waiver of fees.  

Neighborhood Services Department 

This is a request from the National City Public Safety Foundation to conduct a Health & Wellness 5K at 
Westfield Plaza Bonita Mall on August 22, 2015 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. This event encourages all avid 
walkers or routine runners, student or seniors and all members of our community to take a step towards 
a healthier lifestyle. There is a fee to participate in the 5K but admission to the actual event site is free of 
charge.  
 
All event race routes and venue will all take place on Westfield Plaza Bonita property.  Mall security will 
be in charge of security detail and crowd control as well as all first aid stations.  

Vianey Rivera  

Application for a Temporary Use Permit with recommended approvals and conditions of approval. 
 

 

      
N/A  

FINAL ADOPTION:  

APPROVED:    ________________  MIS  

The City has incurred $237.00 for processing the TUP through the various City departments. 
 
Total fees are $237.00 

 
 
 

 

 

Approve the Application for a Temporary Use Permit subject to compliance with all conditions of 
approval with no waiver of fees. 
 

N/A  

(619) 336-4364 

 



Neighborhood Services Division

Temporary Use 
Permit 

Application

1243 National City Boulevard/ National City, CA 91950 * Ph. 619-336-4364 * Fax 619-336-4217 



Introduction 

Certain special events, structures or activities that are beneficial to the public can often 
be permitted for limited periods of time even though they would not comply with the 
zoning, building, fire or other codes, if they were permanent.  Chapter 15.60 of the 
National City Municipal Code regulates these special events.  In general, any organized 
activity that uses public property, facilities, parks, sidewalks or streets requires a permit, 
known as a “Temporary Use Permit” (TUP). In some cases, events taking place on 
private property also require a TUP permit. See the list below for more information.  The 
Department of Community Services is responsible for coordination of the application and 
issuance of the permit.  

Classes of Temporary Use Permits 

Temporary Use Permits are either Class A, requiring City Council approval, Class B, 
which may be approved by the Building & Safety Director, or Class C subject only to 
the business license regulations.  For Class B & C Permits, please contact the 
Building and Safety Department for additional information.  

Class A Temporary Use Permits 

The following uses require a Class A Temporary Use Permit. 

��Outdoor auctions conducted by charitable or philanthropic organizations 
��Balloon rides or races  
��Block or Holiday parties and displays conducted outdoors or in temporary 

  structures  
��Carnivals, circuses, traveling shows and midways  
��Exhibitions (boxing, wrestling, etc.)  
��Fairs, bazaars, exhibits or trade shows conducted outdoors or in temporary     
structures  
��Temporary farmer’s markets  
��Temporary helicopter landings  
��Las Vegas nights conducted by non-profit organizations 
��Live domestic animal rides  
��Membrane structures  
��Musical concerts and festivals of all types conducted outdoors or in temporary    
structures  
��Outdoor pet shows  
��Outdoor stages or platforms for sales promotions, events or grand openings 
and similar activities  
��Parades, bicycle tours, walks, runs and similar activities on city streets. 
��Political activities conducted outdoors or in temporary structures.  
��Special lighting displays for advertising  
��Temporary vehicle display areas conducted outdoors or in temporary structures 
��Uses or activities which exceed the normal duration  
Class A Temporary Use Permits are limited to no more than two occurring 
concurrently on the same day and only one event per day in the City parks.    



Procedure 

1. Complete the application found at the end of this booklet.
2.  Return the completed application to the Neighborhood Services Division 

located at 1243 National City Blvd, National City, CA  91950.
3. Your application is routed to all impacted City Departments for approval.  During 

the review process you may be contacted to provide additional information
4. The application and the conditions of approval received from the various

departments are routed to the City Council for final approval.  You will be notified 
of the City Council meeting date.  It is suggested that you attend the meeting to 
answer any questions that may arise.

5. The City Council approves or denies the application.
6. If approved and all required certificates of insurance, etc. are received, the

approved permit is mailed to you. 

Application Deadline 

A Class A Temporary Use Permit must be submitted to the Community Services 
Department a minimum of 45 working days prior to the event.    

It is suggested that the application be submitted well before the event to allow for 
approval prior to promoting, marketing or advertising the event.  Acceptance of your 
application does not guarantee approval of the event.  The event must be approved by 
the City Council and all conditions of approval must be met before the permit will be 
issued. 

Events at City Parks 

Before applying for a Temporary Use Permit in a City park, it is necessary to contact the 
Public Works Department to schedule the event.  City Council Policy only allows one 
event per day in the Park and one special event every six weeks.  

The City Council will not approve the sale or consumption of alcohol in City parks in 
conjunction with any event requiring a Temporary Use Permit.  This prohibition will not 
impact the existing policy regarding the sale or consumption of alcohol with in buildings 
in the parks, such as the Community Center, which will continue to be subject to City 
Council approval.  
If the event involves either 1) live musical performances; 2) the use of amplified sound 
systems other than hand held or portable systems; 3) fireworks or 4) other activities or 
events which the City Council determines notification is required, then the applicant must 
provide written notification to the occupants of the properties adjacent to the park.  

Written notification must be made to the surrounding neighbors at least 72 hours prior to 
the event. The notification must include the name and telephone number of the sponsor 
of the event, the nature of the event, the date and hours of set-up and tear-down for the 



event, the date and hours of the event, and the name of the sponsor’s representative 
who will be at the park on the day(s) of the event and how that individual can be 
contacted should the need arise.    

Written notification must be mailed to the occupants of properties adjacent to the park 
as reflected on the map of adjacent properties available from the Community Services 
Department. Written notification shall be submitted to the Building & Safety Director for 
review and approval prior to mailing.     

Failure to provide notification may be cause for the revocation of the Temporary 
Use Permit or denial of future Temporary Use Permit applications submitted by 
the sponsoring organization.  

Events at Plaza Bonita Mall  

Before applying for a Temporary Use Permit for Plaza Bonita Mall, the applicant must 
contact the mall for approval and to schedule the event.  The mall will give the 
applicant written approval for the event, which must be presented to the Community 
Services Department at the time of submittal.  

Photography and Motion Picture Events  

Applications for a Temporary Use Permit for Photography/Filming shall be based on the 
model photography/filming permit developed by the California Film Commission. The 
applicant may be required to reimburse the City for costs incurred in providing support 
services.  

A Class A Temporary Use Permit is required for photography or filming on public or 
private property that requires street closures and/or traffic control in excess of three 
minutes, or that involves stunts or special effects, which may require City services. A 
Class A Photography or Motion Picture Temporary Use Permit must be submitted to the 
Community Services Department at least 10 working days before the event.  

All Photography and Filming Temporary Use Permits must be accompanied by a 
Certificate of Insurance and Neighborhood Notification Form when required by the Risk 
Manager and the Director of Building and Safety.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fees  

The cost of processing the permit is dependent on the number of departments that must 
review the application.  The maximum fee is $345. Unless a fee waiver is requested, the 
application fee is required at the time of submittal.   

The temporary use permit fees for events which are later withdrawn are 
nonrefundable  

Duration  

The Class A Temporary Use Permit will be valid for ten days or as limited by the City 
Council. The permit is valid for the dates specified on the permit only.    

Insurance  

Where the use of City facilities is involved, the applicant may be required to provide a 
certificate of insurance, evidencing combined single limit coverage of at least $1 million 
and naming the City of National City and its officials, employees, agents and volunteers 
as additional insured’s. Amounts of coverage are to be determined by the National City 
Risk Manager.  

In all cases involving the use of City facilities, the applicant is required to provide a Hold 
Harmless Agreement holding the City harmless from liability arising from the use of the 
facilities.  
 

Business Licenses  

A business license is required if monies are solicited; admittance is charged; or food, 
beverages or merchandise are sold.  Each separate vendor must have a separate 
business license.  

Vendors currently licensed by the City may operate on their existing license.  If any of 
the vendors or organizations are registered not-for-profit there will not be a charge for 
their business license.  

A list of all participating vendors (with their address, phone number and current National 
City business license number) is to be submitted to the Revenue and Recovery Division 
of the Finance Department prior to the event for verification of business license 
numbers.  

 
 
 
 



Fireworks  

A fireworks permit must be obtained from the Fire Department.  The fee for the permit is 
$349.00. The permit must be obtained at least two weeks prior to the event. The Fire 
Department has absolute authority, control and decisions over all fireworks and/or 
pyrotechnic displays. An inspection from the Fire Department must be obtained prior to 
any ignition of fireworks.  

 
 

Tents or Canopies  

A permit is required from the Fire Department to erect a tent excess of 200 square 
feet or a canopy in excess of 400 square feet or any combination that exceeds the 
limits. Tents and canopies shall be treated with a flame retardant and labeled as 
such. The fee for the permit is $349.00 and may be obtained from the Fire 
Department.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Type of Event:  
__ Public Concert __ Fair  __ Festival  __ Community event 
__ Parade  __ Demonstration  __ Circus  __ Block Party  
__ Motion Picture  __ Grand Opening __ Other__________ 

Event Title:  

Event Location:  _                              _____________________________ 

Event Date(s): From _______         to _______ 

Actual Event Hours:                       to  

Total Anticipated Attendance: ________ (           Participants _  Spectators) 

Setup/assembly/construction Date: ________ Start time: ______  

Please describe the scope of your setup/assembly work (specific details):  ___           

_____________________________                       _                              ___________    

Dismantle Date: __  ____ Completion Time: ______  

List any street(s) requiring closure as a result of this event.  Include street name(s), day 
and time of closing and day and time of reopening.  

Sponsoring Organization: _                              _____________________________ 

Chief Officer of Organization (Name)__ _                              ______     

Applicant (Name): __                              _________________      

Address: _

Daytime Phone:                       _ Evening Phone: _       

Fax:     E-Mail:  

Contact Person “on site” day of the event: _                              _  Cellular: _
NOTE:  THIS PERSON MUST BE IN ATTENDANCE FOR THE DURATION OF THE EVENT 
AND IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO CITY OFFICIALS  



 
 
Is your organization a “Tax Exempt, nonprofit” organization?  _ _ YES       NO  
 
Are admission, entry, vendor or participant fees required?  _  _ YES _ _ NO  
 
If YES, please explain the purpose and provide amount(s): 
 
 
 
$___      _ Estimated Gross Receipts including ticket, product and sponsorship sales 
from this event.  
 
$ ___ ___ Estimated Expenses for this event.  
 
$ _ _____What is the projected amount of revenue that the Nonprofit Organization will 
receive as a result of this event?  
 

 

Please provide a DETAILED DESCRIPTION of your event.  Include details 
regarding any components of your event such as the use of vehicles, animals, 
rides or any other pertinent information about the event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
_ _ YES  _ _ NO  If the event involves the sale of cars, will the cars come exclusively from 

National City car dealers?  
 If NO, list any additional dealers involved in the sale:  
 
 
 
 
__ YES _ _ NO  Does the event involve the sale or use of alcoholic beverages?  
 
_ _ YES _ _ NO  Will items or services be sold at the event?  If yes, please describe:  
 
 
 
 



 
 
__ YES_ _ NO   Does the event involve a moving route of any kind along streets,      sidewalks or 

highways? If YES, attach a detailed map of your proposed route indicate the 
direction of travel, and provide a written narrative to explain your route.  

 
_ _ YES __  NO  Does the event involve a fixed venue site?  If YES, attach a detailed site map 

showing all streets impacted by the event.  

_ _ YES _ _ NO  Does the event involve the use of tents or canopies?  If YES: Number of 
tent/canopies _        _  Sizes ________  

NOTE: A separate Fire Department permit is required for tents or canopies.  
 
__   YES _ _NO  Will the event involve the use of the City or your stage or PA system? 

SPECIFY: _______________________________________________________ 

In addition to the route map required above, please attach a diagram showing the overall layout 
and set-up locations for the following items:  

  Alcoholic and Nonalcoholic Concession and/or Beer Garden areas.  
  Food Concession and/or Food Preparation areas. Please describe how food will be served 

at the event: __________________________________________________ 
If you intend to cook food in the event area please specify the method:  
____ GAS ____ELECTRIC ____ CHARCOAL ____ OTHER (Specify):  ______________  

 Portable and/or Permanent Toilet Facilities  
 Number of portable toilets: ____ (1 for every 250 people is required, unless the applicant can 
show that there are facilities in the immediate area available to the public during the event)  

       Tables #__________and Chairs #__________ 
��Fencing, barriers and/or barricades  
��Generator locations and/or source of electricity  
��Canopies or tent locations (include tent/canopy dimensions)  
��Booths, exhibits, displays or enclosures  
��Scaffolding, bleachers, platforms, stages, grandstands or related structures  
��Vehicles and/or trailers  
��Other related event components not covered above  
��Trash containers and dumpsters  
 

(Note: You must properly dispose of waste and garbage throughout the term of your 
event and immediately upon conclusion of the event the area must be returned to a clean 
condition.) Number of trash cans: _________ Trash containers with lids: _________  

Describe your plan for clean-up and removal of waste and garbage during and after the event:    
                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                            
 

 

 

 



 

Please describe your procedures for both Crowd Control and Internal Security: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________                   

 
_ _ YES _ _ NO Have you hired any Professional Security organization to handle security  
arrangements for this event?  If YES, please list:  

 
Security Organization: ___________________________________________________  
 
Security Organization Address: ____________________________________________  
 
Security Director (Name): _____________________________Phone: _____________ 

 
 _ _ YES _ _ NO Is this a night event? If YES, please state how the event and surrounding area 

will be illuminated to ensure safety of the participants and spectators:  
  __________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________ 

 
Please indicate what arrangement you have made for providing First Aid Staffing and Equipment.  
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please describe your Accessibility Plan for access at your event by individuals with disabilities:  
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Please provide a detailed description of your PARKING plan:  
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please describe your plan for DISABLED PARKING:  
______________________________________________________________________  
 
Please describe your plans to notify all residents, businesses and churches impacted by the 
event: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NOTE:  Neighborhood residents must be notified 72 hours in advance when events are 
scheduled in the City parks.  



__ YES __ NO   Are there any musical entertainment features related to your event?  If YES, 

please state the number of stages, number of bands and type of music. Number 

of Stages: __________  Number of Bands: __________  

Type of Music: ________________________________________  

__  YES _ _ NO Will sound amplification be used?  If YES, please indicate: 

       Start time: _____________        Finish Time _____________ 

_ _ YES _ _ NO Will sound checks be conducted prior to the event?  If YES, please indicate: 

                Start time: _____________    Finish Time _____________

Please describe the sound equipment that will be used for your event:   

_______________________________________________________________ 

_ _ YES _ _ NO Fireworks, rockets, or other pyrotechnics?  If YES, please describe: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

___________ 

___ YES _ _ NO Any signs, banners, decorations, special lighting?  If YES, please describe: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 



City of National City 
PUBLIC PROPERTY USE HOLD HARMLESS AND 

INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT  

Persons requesting use of City property, facilities or personnel are required to 
provide a minimum of $1,000,000 combined single limit insurance for bodily 
injury and property damage which includes the City, its officials, agents and 
employees named as additional insured and to sign the Hold Harmless 
Agreement. Certificate of insurance must be attached to this permit.  

Organization ____________________________________________________ 

Person in Charge of Activity _______________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________ 

Telephone ____________________ Date(s) of Use ____________________

HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As a condition of the issuance of a temporary use permit to conduct its activities 
on public or private property, the undersigned hereby agree(s) to defend, 
indemnify and hold harmless the City of National City and the Parking Authority 
and its officers, employees and agents from and against any and all claims, 
demands, costs, losses, liability or, for any personal injury, death or property 
damage, or both, or any litigation and other liability, including attorney fees and 
the costs of litigation, arising out of or related to the use of public property or the 
activity taken under the permit by the permittee or its agents, employees or 
contractors.  

Signature of Applicant Official Title Date 

Certificate of Insurance Approved __________  Date ______________________ 













CITY OF NATIONAL CITY 
NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

APPLICATION FOR A TEMPORARY USE PERMIT 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONDITIONS 

 
 

SPONSORING ORGANIZATION:  The National City Public Safety Foundation  
EVENT:   The National City Health & Wellness 5K 
DATE OF EVENT:  August 22, 2015 
TIME OF EVENT:  7 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

 
APPROVALS: 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES      YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
RISK MANAGER YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [    ] 
PUBLIC WORKS YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
FINANCE YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
FIRE      YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
POLICE      YES  [ x ]       NO  [    ]   SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 
CITY ATTORNEY      YES  [ x ]        NO  [    ] SEE CONDITIONS   [ x ] 

             
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL: 
 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES (619) 336-4318 
 

No comments.  
 

PUBLIC WORKS (619)366-4580 
 

We have reviewed the application for subject Temporary Use Permit 
(TUP) and recommends approval subject to the conditions listed below. 

 
Parks Division 
 

1.  The Park Division has no involvement  
 
Facilities Division 
 
      1.    The Facilities Division has no involvement  
 
Street Division 
 
       1.   The Streets Division has no involvement 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY ATTORNEY 
 

Requires an indemnification and hold harmless agreement, and a policy of 
general liability insurance, with the City and its officials, employees, agents 
and volunteers as additional insureds, with amounts of coverage to be 
determined by the Risk Manager. 

 
 

FIRE 
 
 The Fire Department has no comments on this event.  
 
FINANCE 
 
 Food vendors must obtain National City business license.  
 
 
POLICE 
 
 No comments.  
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: City Council 

discussion and direction regarding a Green Auto Industrial Park, including costs, impacts, 

timing, and budget considerations.  (City Manager) 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: City of National 

City Ad-Hoc Committees and Working Groups.  (City Manager) 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Request 

authorization for staff to begin negotiating terms with GB Capital Holdings, LLC for a 

Waterfront Adventure Center Maintenance and Operating Agreement to be brought back 

for Council approval and approval to issue a letter of intent to GB Capital H 





 

1243 National City Boulevard; National City, CA 91950 

(619) 336-4242 Fax (619) 336-4327 www.nationalcityca.gov 

 

 

 

 

May 20, 2015 

 

 

 

 

John A. Grimstad, Jr.  

GB Capital Holdings, LLC 

4980 N. Harbor Drive Suite 200 

San Diego, CA 92106 

 

Dear Mr. Grimstad: 

 

This letter serves as a formal letter of intent on behalf of the City of National City (the City), to 

negotiate mutually acceptable terms with GB Capital Holdings, LLC (GB) for the maintenance 

and operation of the Waterfront Adventure Center located in Pepper Park at 3299 Tidelands Ave, 

National City, CA 91950.  

 

The City recognizes the necessity for GB to begin gathering resources in order to open the 

Waterfront Adventure Center in September of 2015.  

 

While this letter of intent represents the good faith intentions of each party to negotiate mutually 

acceptable terms of a formal Maintenance and Operating Agreement, this letter of intent shall not 

be construed as a final commitment to approve a Maintenance and Operating Agreement by 

either party.  

 

The City expects to execute a formal Maintenance and Operating Agreement by August 7, 2015; 

dependent on approval of the aforementioned agreement by the San Diego Unified Port District.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Leslie Deese 

City Manager 

 



 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

 

Introduction  

The City of National City is seeking proposals from qualified operators for the Waterfront 

Adventure Center, a boat house/aquatic center currently under construction in the 

National City Marina District. The Waterfront Adventure Center is a 4,700 square foot, 16 

to 22 foot high permanent facility with a completion date scheduled for summer/fall of 

2015. The facility provides recreational aquatic, safety and environmental programs. The 

new building contains office and reception rooms, locker rooms, watercraft storage, 

restrooms for center users, an indoor/outdoor classroom, separate office, janitorial area, 

a mechanical/electrical room, security walls, fencing and lighting.  

Waterfront Adventure Center programs should include sailing, windsurfing, kayaking, 

outrigger canoeing, rowing, fishing, wildlife appreciation and marine science, 

environmental education, youth group classes, school outreach programs and day 

camps. In addition, health and safety classes could include search and rescue, first aid 

and safety, CPR, boating safety, emergency response and lifeguard training. There is 

potential for additional activities such as specialty camps, theme birthday parties, special 

family events, school programs, and community and corporate team building events. All 

of the activities at the site would take place as part of an organized program. No 

unsupervised watercraft use is permitted due to regulations from other environmental 

agencies. 

 

The operator will be required to enter into a maintenance and operating agreement with 

the City for the occupation and use of the premises known as the Waterfront Adventure 

Center located in Pepper Park at 3299 Tidelands Ave, National City, CA 91950. 

 

Qualifications 

The City desires to contract directly with an operator who will be the onsite provider of 

aquatic programming at the Waterfront Adventure Center.  

 

As such, the City has the following expectations of the contractor selected to provide 

services: 

1. The operator shall offer a variety of recreational aquatic, safety and environmental 

programs. It’s important for the operator to appeal to diverse customer groups.    

2. The operator must focus on community benefits and National City residents should 

be given special preference. 

3. The operator should promote partnerships that provide maximum access and use 

of the facility. The ideal operation would include an operator that offers 
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programming but also utilizes partnerships to provide additional programming and 

access to the facility.   

4. The operator shall ensure that employees are friendly, positive, and 

knowledgeable while providing exemplary customer service to Waterfront 

Adventure Center patrons.    

5. The operator shall maintain the indoor and outdoor spaces in a clean and inviting 

manner at all times.    

6. The operator will be required to provide all furniture, fixtures, equipment, supplies, 

personnel, insurance, and all other items necessary to operate the Waterfront 

Adventure Center to the standards required by the City of National City. (Some 

ideas for possible furniture, fixtures and equipment are included in attachment “D”. 

The City will consider assisting with and/or applying for grants to help fund 

furniture, fixtures and equipment.) 

 

Proposals 

Please include the following: 

 

1. Cover letter: Provide a signed cover letter indicating your desire to provide 

services. 

2. Certification: Complete and authorize Attachment “A”. 

3. General Information/Qualifications: Summarize your qualifications and answer all 

questions listed in Attachment “B”.  

4. Proposed Business Plan: Summarize your proposed business plan and answer all 

questions listed in Attachment “C”. 

 

Proposal Submittal 

Written proposals are due no later than 3:30 pm on April 7, 2015. The City of National 

City is not responsible for non-receipt of proposals sent by mail or courier. 

 

Proposals should be clearly marked "WATERFRONT ADVENTURE CENTER 

PROPOSAL” and delivered to: 

 

City of National City  

Attn: Brad Raulston, Executive Director 

1243 National City Blvd. 

National City, CA 91950 

 

Estimated RFP Schedule  
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The City’s proposed schedule for review of the proposals and final selection of the 

Waterfront Adventure Center operator is as shown below. These dates are estimates and 

may be changed as needed. 

 

March 12, 2015  RFP Advertised and Distributed 

March 26, 2015 Onsite clarification meeting and tour for interested parties at 

10 am 

April 7, 2015   Proposals due by 3:30 pm 

April 8-9, 2015  Proposals evaluated 

April 14, 2015  Interviews (if needed) 

May 5, 2015   Recommendation to City Council 

July 7, 2015 Operating and Maintenance Agreement approved by City 

Council 

 

DECLARATIONS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

The City of National City Rights Regarding this Invitation 

The City reserves the right to reject all submittals for any reason without indicating 

reasons for said rejection. The City does not accept any financial responsibility for any 

costs incurred by respondent. Issuance of this Request for Qualifications does not commit 

the City to award a contract, to pay any costs incurred in the preparation of a response to 

this request, or to procure a contract for services.  

 

The City reserves the right to waive any irregularities or informalities in the proposal or 

proposal process. The City retains the right to reject all submittals. Selection is also 

dependent upon the negotiation of a mutually acceptable contract with the successful 

respondent(s).  

 

 

Acknowledgement of Amendments  

Each firm receiving a copy of this shall acknowledge receipt of any amendment to this 

Request for Proposal by signing and returning the amendment with the completed 

proposal. The acknowledgment must be received by the City of National City at the time 

and place specified for receipt of proposals. 

 

Additional Information 
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Questions regarding this solicitation shall be submitted in writing to: 

 

City of National City 

Attn: Brad Raulston, Executive Director 

1243 National City Boulevard 

National City, CA 91950 

 

Or by fax: (619) 336-4327 or e-mail: braulston@nationalcityca.gov 

 

Respondents/firms are cautioned that any oral statements made that materially change 

any portion of this RFP are not valid unless subsequently ratified by a formal written 

amendment to this RFP. No technical questions that may materially change any portion 

of this RFP will be accepted during the seven calendar days prior to the time and date set 

for receipt of proposals. 

 

Nonconforming Terms and Conditions 

Any proposal that includes terms and conditions that do not conform to the terms and 

conditions of this RFP is subject to rejection as non-responsive. The City of National City 

reserves the right to permit the respondent to withdraw non-conforming terms and 

conditions from its proposal prior to action by the City of National City, City Council to 

award a contract.  

 

Late Submissions 

Any proposal received after the date and time specified for receipt shall not be accepted 

or considered. 

 

Right to Cancel 

The City reserves the right to withdraw or cancel, for any or no reason, at any time, in part 

or in its entirety, this RFP, including but not limited to: selection schedule, submittal date, 

and submittal requirements. 

 

Variations in Scope of Work 

The City may materially change the scope of services by way of written amendment to 

this RFP, signed by the City Clerk. Such changes may include additions, deletions, or 

other revisions within the general scope of the RFP requirements. The City may waive 

the written requirement for a variation in the scope of services if, in the opinion of the City, 

such variation does not materially change the item or its performance within parameters 

acceptable to the City. 

  

Applicable Laws  
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The contracts awarded shall be governed in all respect by the laws of the State of 

California, and any litigation related to the contract or this RFP shall be brought in the 

State of California, with a venue of the San Diego Superior Courts. The firm(s) awarded 

the contracts shall comply with all applicable Federal, State, and local laws and 

regulations. 

 

Public Information 

All documents received by the City are considered public records and will be made 

available after the RFP selection for public inspection and copying upon request. 

 

Compensation 

The respondent agrees, if selected, that compensation shall remain firm and fixed 

throughout the terms of the contracts.  

 

Agreement for Maintenance and Operations 

The selected firm will be required to sign an Agreement for Maintenance and Operations, 

and all other required certifications and documentation within fifteen (15) calendar days 

of notification of selection. 

 

Insurance Requirements 

All required insurance shall be submitted within fifteen (15) days of notice of selection and 

prior to the commencement of any work. Failure to provide the insurance certificates 

within this time frame shall be cause for the proposal to be rejected as non-responsive. 

The entity/organization selected shall maintain insurance in full force and effect during 

the entire period of performance under the contract(s). Failure to do so shall be cause for 

termination of the contract(s). 

 

All policies must have a thirty (30) day non-cancellation clause giving the City of National 

City thirty (30) days prior written notice in the event a policy is cancelled. 

 

At the end of each contract year, the City of National City reserves the right to review 

insurance requirements and to require more or less coverage depending on the 

assessment of risk, the entity/organization’s past experience, and the availability and 

affordability of increased liability insurance coverage. 

 

Any aggregate insurance limits must apply solely to this contract. If required insurance 

coverage is provided on a “claims made” rather than “occurrence” form, then the 

entity/organization shall maintain such insurance coverage for three years after the 

expiration of the term (and any extensions) of the contract.  
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The operator at its sole cost and expense, shall purchase and maintain, throughout the 

term of the Operating Agreement, the following insurance policies:  

1. Automobile Insurance covering all bodily injury and property damage incurred with 

a minimum coverage of $5,000,000 combined single limit per accident.  

2. Commercial General Liability Insurance, with minimum limits of $5,000,000 per 

occurrence and $10,000,000 aggregate are preferred covering all bodily injury and 

property damage.  

3. Workers’ Compensation Insurance in an amount sufficient to meet statutory 

requirements covering all of the operator’s employees and employers’ liability 

insurance with limits of at least $1,000,000 per accident.  

 

Independent Contractor Status 

The respondent agrees, if selected, that he or she shall perform the services as 

independent contractor(s) and not employee(s) of the City of National City. The City shall 

not be considered the employer of respondent. The respondent understands, if selected, 

the respondent shall have the sole responsibility for deciding the manner and means of 

providing the services, except as outlined in the final contract and its attachments or 

exhibits.  

 

Indemnification 

The respondent agrees, if selected, to indemnify and hold harmless the City of National 

City and all its respective officers and employees from any and all liability, claims, costs, 

including reasonable attorney’s fees, demands, damages, expenses, and causes of 

action as outlined in the contract.  

 

Examination of Solicitation 

The respondent understands that the information provided herein is intended solely to 

assist the respondent in submittal preparation. To the best of the City’s knowledge, the 

information provided is accurate. However, the City does not warrant such accuracy, and 

any errors or omissions subsequently determined will not be construed as a basis for 

invalidating this solicitation. Further, by submitting a response to this solicitation, the 

respondent represents that he or she has thoroughly examined and become familiar with 

work required in the solicitation and is capable of performing quality work and to achieve 

the objectives of the City of National City. 
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Attachment A:  Certification 

Proposing Organization Name:   

 

Address:   

 

Telephone:   

 

Email Address:  

 

Contact person name and title:    

 

Proposal is submitted by (please check next to appropriate line): 

__ an individual 

__ a Partnership * 

__ a Corporation * 

__ a Limited Liability Company * 

__ a Joint Venture * 

 

By signing below, the submission of a proposal with all accompanying documents shall 

be deemed a representation and certification by the Proposer that they have investigated 

all aspects of the RFP, that they are aware of the applicable facts pertaining to the RFP 

process, its procedures, and requirements (including insurance), and that they have read 

and understand the RFP. 

 

Authorized Representative Signature (sign name)   

 

Authorized Representative Name (print name)  

  

Authorized Representative Title (print title)  

 

 

*Attach Additional signatures for partnership members, corporation or company officers, 

or joint venture members. 
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Attachment B: General Information/Qualifications 

1. Describe your current company including the number of years in business, number 

of years at current business address, and number of employees. 

 

2. Describe your experience in operating an aquatics center similar to the Waterfront 

Adventure Center operation. 

 

3. Describe your experience working with government agencies. 

 

4. Describe and demonstrate your financial stability (e.g. credit report, balance sheet, 

etc.) 

 

5. Include at least two references.    
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Attachment C: Proposed Business Plan 

 

1. Describe, in detail, your business plans and/or the approaches you envision for the 

operation of the Waterfront Adventure Center.  

 

2. Describe how you intend to maximize participation, understand the wants of your 

customers, and provide quality customer service. 

 

3. Describe your plan for ensuring National City residents are given special 

preference and provide specific details of those benefits. 

 

4. Describe how you will promote local partnerships that provide maximum access 

and use of the facility. Explain access and days of use for the City of National City 

and other community partners. 

 

5. Provide a sample of the hours of operation, fee schedule and programming 

schedule. 

 

6. Describe your plan for guaranteeing the cleanliness and safety of the facility. In 

addition, how will you ensure security when the facility is closed?  

 

7. Describe your capital resources for purchasing furniture, fixtures, and equipment 

prior to completion of construction in summer/fall of 2015. Please include a list with 

estimated costs for furniture, fixtures, and equipment that will be needed in order 

to operate the Waterfront Adventure Center. (Some ideas for possible furniture, 

fixtures and equipment are included in attachment “D”.)  

 

8. Describe your financial plan in order to operate and maintain the facility during the 

term of the agreement.   
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Attachment D: Possible furniture, fixtures and equipment needed for operations 

Kayaks      

Rescue Boat    

Adult Life Vests 

Youth Life Vest  

Kayak Paddles       

Kayak Racks        

Dry Bags          

Tow Harness, 1-4 Rider       

Sailboats           

Paddleboards    

Rowing Boats          

Rock Climbing Wall  

Desks            

Chairs            

Computers  

Copier/Printer 

Telephones 

TV’s and AV Equipment      

Directional and Building Signage          

AED and O2 Tank           

Soap/Lotion Dispensers 

Hair Dryers 

Shower Curtains  

Wet Floor Signs  

Classroom Furnishings (Tables, Chairs, AV Equipment, Bulletin Boards, etc.)  



































Staff Report 

 

Request authorization for staff to begin negotiating terms with GB Capital Holdings, LLC 

for a Waterfront Adventure Center Maintenance and Operating Agreement to be brought 

back for Council approval and approval to issue a letter of intent to GB Capital Holdings, 

LLC. (Community Services) 

Summary 

The City of National City issued a request for proposal (RFP) for a provider of aquatic 

programming at the Waterfront Adventure Center. There was one response to the RFP from 

GB Capital Holdings, LLC (GB). GB meets the qualifications, as outlined in the RFP, for 

operating the Waterfront Adventure Center. Staff is seeking authorization to begin 

negotiating a Maintenance and Operating Agreement with GB, to be brought back for City 

Council approval on June 16, 2015.  

 

The Maintenance and Operating Agreement must be approved by the San Diego Unified 

Port District. Upon approval by San Diego Unified Port District an executed Agreement could 

be completed in early August with an opening of the Waterfront Adventure Center in 

September 2015. In the meantime, staff recognizes the necessity for GB to begin gathering 

resources in order to open the Waterfront Adventure Center in September of 2015. Such 

resources include furniture, fixtures and equipment. A Letter of Intent represents the good 

faith intentions of each party to negotiate a Maintenance and Operating Agreement with 

mutually acceptable terms (see attached).   

 

Background 

On March 12, 2015 the City of National City advertised and distributed an RFP for qualified 

operators to be the onsite provider of aquatic programming at the Waterfront Adventure 

Center. The City was looking for an operator with the ability to offer a variety of recreational 

aquatic, safety and environmental programs with a focus on community benefits and 

National City residents. As well as, an operator capable of developing multiple partnerships 

to create maximum access and use of the facility. In addition, the operator needed the 

necessary capital to provide all furniture, fixtures and equipment. On March 26, 2015 staff 

conducted a tour of the Waterfront Adventure Center; representatives from the YMCA, 

Crown Cove Aquatic Center/Southwestern College, Pier 32 Marina/GB and Kids on the Go 

were in attendance. On April 16, 2015 staff along with Parks, Recreation and Senior 

Advisory Board committee chair, James Grier, interviewed the sole responder, GB. GB 

meets the qualifications, as outlined in the RFP, for operating the Waterfront Adventure 

Center. 

 

GB Proposal Summary 

GB’s proposed vision is a hub of education and community participation focusing on small 

craft recreational boating, the environment, and sustainability practices. GB would look to a 

priority registration program for National City residents as well as subsidized programing. 



Proposed hours are Monday through Friday from 8 am to 5 pm year-round but would be 

dependent on community needs. GB plans to partner with Crown Cove Aquatic Center and 

Southwestern College. In addition, they want to work with multiple partners to maximize 

participation at the facility. The Waterfront Adventure Center operations would be an 

extension of Pier 32 Marina, which allows GB to utilize their current security detail at Pier 32 

Marina to ensure the safety of the facility. GB can finance the startup costs internally and 

transition towards seeking grants to advance the educational vision. It is GB’s intent to 

develop a non-profit for the Waterfront Adventure Center which would contract with GB to 

operate the business. 

 

Timeline 

Staff would begin negotiating terms of a Waterfront Adventure Center Maintenance and 

Operating Agreement with GB. The agreement would be brought back to City Council on 

June 16, 2015. Upon City Council approval the agreement would be sent to the San Diego 

Unified Port District for review and approval in early August. GB would plan to open the 

Waterfront Adventure Center in September 2015.  

 

Staff Recommendation 

Authorize staff to begin negotiating terms of a Waterfront Adventure Center Maintenance 

and Operating Agreement and approve issuance of a Letter of Intent to GB Capital 

Holdings, LLC.   
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Investment Report 

for the quarter ended March 31, 2015. (Finance) 
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The following page(s) contain the backup material for Agenda Item: Presentation 

requesting Board of Commissioners discussion and direction on the potential disposition 

and development of real estate assets owned by the Community Development 

Commission Housing Authority. (Housing, Grants, & Asset Management) 





Housing Authority Parcels

Address Street APN Sq. Ft. Zoning Authority Site Name

249 Highland Ave 551-470-15-00 53,579 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow

307 Highland Ave 551-470-17-00 12,196 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow

311 Highland Ave 551-470-18-00 6,098 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow

315 Highland Ave 551-470-19-00 5,662 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow

217-229 Highland Ave 551-470-43-00 15,246 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow

No Site Address Highland Ave 551-470-48-00 9,656 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow

No Site Address No Site Address 560-410-04-00 94,090 RM-3 Housing Authority Kimball/Morgan Towers

No Site Address No Site Address 560-410-05-00 139,828 RM-3 Housing Authority Kimball/Morgan Towers

1221 D Ave 560-410-06-00 75,359 RM-3 Housing Authority Kimball/Morgan Towers

1028 A Ave 556-553-08-00 3,911 5A Housing Authority Avenue A Housing

405 W. 18th St 559-085-08-00 8,712 MCR-1 Housing Authority Westside Housing Site N.

No Site Address No Site Address 559-124-06-00 57,499 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD

No Site Address No Site Address 559-124-07-00 48,351 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD

No Site Address No Site Address 559-124-08-00 62,290 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD

No Site Address No Site Address 560-391-05-00 10,890 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD

No Site Address No Site Address 560-206-06-00 11,600 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD

No Site Address No Site Address 560-206-07-00 67,518 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD

No Site Address No Site Address 560-206-08-00 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD

No Site Address No Site Address 560-391-11-00 86,684 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD

No Site Address No Site Address 560-391-12-00 98,010 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD
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Comprehensive List

Address Street APN Sq. Ft. Zoning Authority Site Name Sub-Total Total

249 Highland Ave 551-470-15-00 53,579 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow 1 1

307 Highland Ave 551-470-17-00 12,196 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow 2 2

311 Highland Ave 551-470-18-00 6,098 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow 3 3

315 Highland Ave 551-470-19-00 5,662 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow 4 4

217-229 Highland Ave 551-470-43-00 15,246 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow 5 5

No Site Address Highland Ave 551-470-48-00 9,656 MXC-1 Housing Authority Purple Cow 6 6

No Site Address No Site Address 560-410-04-00 94,090 RM-3 Housing Authority Kimball/Morgan Towers 7 7

No Site Address No Site Address 560-410-05-00 139,828 RM-3 Housing Authority Kimball/Morgan Towers 8 8

1221 D Ave 560-410-06-00 75,359 RM-3 Housing Authority Kimball/Morgan Towers 9 9

1028 A Ave 556-553-08-00 3,911 5A Housing Authority Avenue A Housing 10 10

405 W. 18th St 559-085-08-00 8,712 MCR-1 Housing Authority Westside Housing Site N. 11 11

No Site Address No Site Address 559-124-06-00 57,499 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD 12 12

No Site Address No Site Address 559-124-07-00 48,351 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD 13 13

No Site Address No Site Address 559-124-08-00 62,290 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD 14 14

No Site Address No Site Address 560-391-05-00 10,890 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD 15 15

No Site Address No Site Address 560-206-06-00 11,600 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD 16 16

No Site Address No Site Address 560-206-07-00 67,518 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD 17 17

No Site Address No Site Address 560-206-08-00 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD 18 18

No Site Address No Site Address 560-391-11-00 86,684 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD 19 19

No Site Address No Site Address 560-391-12-00 98,010 MCR-2 Housing Authority WI-TOD 20 20

1231 McKinley Ave 559-022-05-00 2,613          MM-CZ Successor Agency McKinley 1 21

1237 McKinley Ave 559-022-07-00 3,049          MM-CZ Successor Agency Public Works Development Yard 2 22

1239 McKinley Ave 559-022-08-00 3,049          MM-CZ Successor Agency Public Works Development Yard 3 23

No Site Address No Site Address 559-117-04-00 3,049          MM-CZ Successor Agency Olson 4 24

2300 Cleveland Ave 559-117-05-00 14,374        MM-CZ Successor Agency Olson 5 25

830 23rd St 559-117-06-00 8,394          MM-CZ Successor Agency Olson 6 26

835 W. 24th St 559-117-07-00 20,037        MM-CZ Successor Agency Olson 7 27

801 Bay Marina Dr 559-117-12-00 28,750        MM-CZ Successor Agency Olson 8 28

No Site Address Cleveland Ave 559-160-23-00 5,924          CT-PD-CZ Successor Agency Marina Gateway Hotel 9 29

No Site Address Cleveland Ave 559-160-25-00 23,087        CT-PD-CZ Successor Agency Marina Gateway Hotel 10 30

No Site Address Cleveland Ave 559-160-27-00 23,522        CT-PD-CZ Successor Agency Marina Gateway Hotel 11 31

No Site Address Cleveland Ave 559-160-29-00 3,974          CT-PD-CZ Successor Agency Marina Gateway Hotel 12 32

No Site Address Bay Marina Dr 559-117-19-00 2,839          CT-PD-CZ Successor Agency Marina Gateway Hotel 13 33

No Site Address Cleveland Ave 559-117-21-00 1,709          CT-PD-CZ Successor Agency Marina Gateway Hotel 14 34

No Site Address F Ave 560-232-02-00 20,473        OS Successor Agency Stein Farm 15 35

No Site Address E Ave 560-232-04-00 28,750        OS Successor Agency Stein Farm 16 36

1845 E Ave 560-232-05-00 7,840          RM-3 Successor Agency Stein Farm 17 37

1808 F Ave 560-232-06-00 15,681        OS Successor Agency Stein Farm 18 38

No Site Address Sheryl Ln 557-430-37-00 154              MXD-2 Successor Agency Sheryl Lane remnant 19 39
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921 National City Blvd 556-471-03-00 8,712          5B Successor Agency Former Ed. Center 20 40

929 National City Blvd 556-471-04-00 3,049          5B Successor Agency Steamed Bean 21 41

921-923 A Ave 556-472-16-00 8,712          11 Successor Agency Kimball House 22 42

130 E. 8th St 556-472-26-00 28,750        9 & 10 Successor Agency H&M Goodies 23 43

500 Plaza Blvd 556-560-39-00 16,990        MXD-2 Successor Agency Lamb's Theatre 24 44

900 W. 23rd St 559-040-43-01 49,223        CT-PD-CZ Successor Agency Santa Fe Depot 25 45

720 W. 20th St 559-118-02-00 55,321        MM-CZ Successor Agency ACE Metals Site 26 46

No Site Address National City Blvd 562-321-08-00 58,370        CA-PD-CZ Successor Agency RCP 27 47

45 E. 12th St #401 556-554-22-43 901              5B Successor Agency Centro Unit 28 48

No Site Address No Site Address 560-050-13-00 2,400          MXD-2 Successor Agency Kimball Way 29 49

No Site Address No Site Address 560-410-02-00 17,949        MXD-2 Successor Agency Kimball Way Creek 30 50

No Site Address No Site Address 560-410-08-00 1,746          RM-2 Successor Agency Kimball Way Creek 31 51

1640 E. Plaza Blvd 557-410-20-00 46,609        MXD-2 Successor Agency Day's Inn 32 52

38 W. 11th St 555-114-01 4,791          6 Successor Agency Roosevelt lot 33 53

No Site Address No Site Address 555-114-04 2,613          6 Successor Agency Roosevelt parking lot 34 54

No Site Address No Site Address 552-362-24-00 2,410          OS City of National City Beta Street Walkway 1 55

No Site Address No Site Address 552-390-40-00 10,651        OS City of National City Community garden & Walkway 2 56

No Site Address No Site Address 552-403-11-00 2,738          OS City of National City Division Street Walkway 3 57

1731 Division St 552-403-14-00 6,400          RS-2 City of National City Corner of Division & R 4 58

1615 E. 4th St 554-050-11-00 41,818        MXC-1 City of National City Granger Hall 5 59

No Site Address No Site Address 554-050-15-00 449,539      OS City of National City El Toyon Rec. Center 6 60

No Site Address No Site Address 554-050-18-00 3,484,800  OS City of National City El Toyon Walkway 7 61

No Site Address No Site Address 554-102-12-00 8,276          RS-2 City of National City Harbison R/W 8 62

No Site Address No Site Address 554-220-46-00 487,872      OS City of National City El Toyon Park 9 63

No Site Address No Site Address 554-220-47-00 71,003        OS City of National City El Toyon Parking Lot 10 64

No Site Address No Site Address 555-011-07-00 3,484          M City of National City Parcel within Naval Base 11 65

No Site Address No Site Address 556-011-04-00 538              RS-2 City of National City 1st Street Sliver 12 66

No Site Address No Site Address 556-062-25-00 508              RS-2 City of National City 1st Street Island median 13 67

No Site Address 7th Street 557-101-31-00 1,500          RS-2 City of National City End of 7th St 14 68

No Site Address No Site Address 557-380-57-00 6,098          RS-2 City of National City Orange St Sidewalk 15 69

No Site Address 12th St 557-380-69-00 5,157          MXD-2 City of National City Corner of Plaza & 12th St 16 70

No Site Address No Site Address 557-440-25-00 8,276          OS City of National City Q Ave Apartment Amenities 17 71

No Site Address No Site Address 558-030-22-00 3,049          MXD-1 City of National City Save A Lot Parking Lot 18 72

No Site Address No Site Address 558-030-90-00 15,355        OS City of National City Olive and Plaza Blvd 19 73

2505 E. 13th 558-091-10-00 9,583          RS-2 City of National City End of West 13th St 20 74

No Site Address No Site Address 558-091-13-00 6,534          RS-2 City of National City End of East 13th St Sliver 21 75

No Site Address No Site Address 558-091-07-00 18,295        MXD-2 City of National City Plaza Blvd Channel 22 76

No Site Address No Site Address 557-310-19-00 156              MXD-2 City of National City Plaza Blvd Channel 23 77

No Site Address No Site Address 558-091-18-00 5,227          MXD-2 City of National City Plaza Blvd Channel 24 78

No Site Address No Site Address 558-091-19-00 6,534          MXD-2 City of National City Plaza Blvd Channel 25 79

No Site Address No Site Address 558-091-22-00 1,306          RS-2 City of National City Plaza Blvd Channel 26 80
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No Site Address No Site Address 558-091-24-00 435              RS-2 City of National City Plaza Blvd Channel 27 81

No Site Address Plaza Blvd 558-091-26-00 4,290          MXD-2 City of National City Plaza Blvd Channel 28 82

1625 Orange St 558-180-01-00 8,276          RS-2 City of National City Euclid Bus Stop 29 83

No Site Address No Site Address 558-190-23-00 4,603          MXC-1 City of National City Euclid & 18th R/W 30 84

No Site Address No Site Address 558-190-25-00 2,591          MXC-1 City of National City Euclid & 18th R/W 31 85

2333 Euclid Ave 558-281-24-00 14,577        I City of National City Fire Station 31 32 86

No Site Address No Site Address 558-330-11-00 9,583          RS-2 City of National City Rachael Lot 33 87

No Site Address No Site Address 559-040-34-00 21,782        MM-CZ City of National City Tidelands & 19th Sliver 34 88

1408 Harding Ave 559-062-09-00 5,662          MCR-2 City of National City Casa de Salud 35 89

1726 Wilson Ave 559-086-03-00 5,662          CL City of National City PW Building 36 90

1726 Wilson Ave 559-086-05-00 30,492        CL City of National City PW Building 37 91

1726 Wilson Ave 559-086-12-00 1,180          CL City of National City PW Building 38 92

1726 Wilson Ave 559-086-13-00 14,597        CL City of National City PW Building 39 93

No Site Address No Site Address 559-104-10-00 19,566        OSR City of National City 19th & Harding 40 94

No Site Address No Site Address 559-117-16-00 4,185          CT-PD-CZ City of National City Bay Marina Dr R/W 41 95

No Site Address No Site Address 559-125-15-00 23,958        MCR-2 City of National City Harding & 22nd 42 96

No Site Address No Site Address 559-142-06-00 1,571          MCR-2 City of National City Wilson & 22nd 43 97

No Site Address No Site Address 560-091-01-00 38,768        DSP-14 City of National City 16th & C 44 98

343 E. 16th St 560-092-08-00 60,984        DSP-16 City of National City Fire Station 34 45 99

No Site Address 560-100-03-00 1,178,734  DSP-15 City of National City Kimball Park 46 100

1401 National City Blvd 560-100-04-00 88,427        DSP-13 City of National City National City Library 47 101

No Site Address No Site Address 560-202-07-00 15,681        CL City of National City Paradise Creek Ed. Park 48 102

No Site Address No Site Address 560-202-08-00 2,613          CL City of National City Hoover & 18th 49 103

No Site Address No Site Address 560-210-44-00 1,742          CS City of National City A Ave Sliver 50 104

No Site Address No Site Address 560-222-34-00 2,613          RS-3 City of National City C & 20th 51 105

2101 Hoover 560-395-10-00 8,276          CL City of National City 2101 Hoover 52 106

No Site Address No Site Address 560-410-09-00 1,596          RM-2 City of National City Kimball way 53 107

No Site Address No Site Address 561-360-35-00 1,728,896  OS City of National City Las Palmas Park 54 108

No Site Address No Site Address 562-022-16-00 5,637          MCR-1 City of National City A Ave Alleyway 55 109

421 W. 30th St 562-220-41-00 3,000          IL City of National City End of 30th St 56 110

2422 M Ave 563-030-47-00 450              RS-2 City of National City M Ave Remnant 57 111

No Site Address No Site Address 563-150-22-00 145,490      OS City of National City Golf Course Parking Lot 58 112

No Site Address N Ave 563-150-31-00 1,089,000  OS City of National City National City Golf Course 59 113

No Site Address No Site Address 564-290-06-00 102,366      OS City of National City Sweetwater Heights Park 60 114

3402 Valley Rd 564-290-71-00 32,234        RS-2 City of National City Plaza Bonita Center Way 61 115

No Site Address Valley Rd 564-290-74-00 51,401        RS-2 City of National City Plaza Bonita Center Way 62 116

No Site Address Valley Rd 564-290-75-00 8,550          RS-2 City of National City Plaza Bonita Center Way 63 117

3404 Valley Rd 564-310-03-00 94,961        RS-2 City of National City Plaza Bonita Center Way 64 118

No Site Address Valley Rd 591-370-22-00 11,772        RS-3 City of National City Valley Rd 65 119

No Site Address No Site Address 551-611-12-00 10,890        RS-2 City of National City Delta Street Alleyway 66 120

No Site Address Plaza Bonita Rd 564-471-11-00 656,885      MXD-2 Parking Authority Plaza Bonita Lot 1 121
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No Site Address No Site Address 570-040-46-00 5,227          MXD-2 Parking Authority Plaza Bonita Rd 2 122

1200 National City Blvd 560-013-02 3,484          i Joint Powers Financing Authority Police Department 1 123

1200 National City Blvd 560-013-03 3,484          i Joint Powers Financing Authority Police Department 2 124

1200 National City Blvd 560-013-04 3,484          i Joint Powers Financing Authority Police Department 3 125

1200 National City Blvd 560-013-05 3,484          i Joint Powers Financing Authority Police Department 4 126

1200 National City Blvd 560-013-06 12,632        i Joint Powers Financing Authority Police Department 5 127

1200 National City Blvd 560-013-07 18,730        i Joint Powers Financing Authority Police Department 6 128

1200 National City Blvd 560-013-08 12,196        i Joint Powers Financing Authority Police Department 7 129

1200 National City Blvd 560-013-09 5,441          i Joint Powers Financing Authority Police Department 8 130
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